
Preston County has plenty 
of winter sights.

Kansas hands WVU its 
second straight loss.
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Did House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi act appro-
priately when she tore 
up a copy of President 
Trump’s State of the 
Union address?

a) Yes. Most of what 
President Trump said was 
just campaign rhetoric and 
meaningless in terms of 
governing the country.
................................. 19.1%
b) Yes. As a citizen, Pelosi 
has the right to show her 
disdain as she sees fit.
................................. 17.6%
c) No. As speaker, she 
should perform her duties 
with a certain degree of 
comportment befitting 
the title and position. She 
should be respectful to all 
she serves with and for.
................................. 63.2%

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

CHARLESTON — The road 
bill that Sen. Randy Smith has 
been fighting so hard to get 
passed is basically dead.

On Wednesday, senators 
debated a motion by Smith, 
R-Tucker, to vote to bring Senate 
Bill 761 to the floor for a vote.

However, the Senate voted in-
stead by a slim margin to send 
the bill to the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, 
followed by the Finance Com-
mittee.

The motion passed, with 17 
senators voting to send to com-
mittee, 16 voting against the 
move and one senator absent.

“Leadership made a motion 
for the bill to be sent to double 
committees,” Smith said. “Ba-
sically, it would kill the bill in 
committees, rather than dealing 
with the road issues.”

Smith said, in his opinion, the 

governor’s office does not want 
the bill.

“The governor doesn’t want 
to veto it in an election year,” 
Smith said. “And the [Division of 
Highways] doesn’t want it. This 
is an election-year ploy.”

Smith said it was ironic that 
Democrats had issued a press re-
lease chiding the Legislature for 
not having any bills regarding 
the state’s roads.

“Yet they vote to kill the bill,” 
Smith said. “Everybody in this 
body knows how important the 
roads are to the citizens of West 
Virginia.”

Smith said he hoped the Sen-
ate would have reconsidered the 
bill and voted again on it Thurs-
day to bring it to the floor. Now, 
Smith said, he will be making a 
motion to bring his original bill 
out of Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee to the floor 
for a vote.

Committee moves effectively kill Smith’s road bill
Senator calls it ‘election-year ploy’
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Sen. Randy Smith, R-Tucker, debates on the Senate floor regarding SB 761.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

KINGWOOD — Small 
schools in the county are “eat-
ing up” the number of avail-
able teaching positions, the su-
perintendent said Monday.

Referring specifically to 
Fellowsville Elementary and 
Rowlesburg schools, Super-
intendent Steve Wotring said 
there are some classrooms that 
have as few as four students — 
but full-time teaching positions 
must be allocated for them.

“Our very small schools are 
eating up our employees,” 
Wotring said during Monday’s 

school board meeting. “So, for 
example, currently at Rowles-
burg in kindergarten, there are 
five kids. Next year, there are 
four that are enrolled.”

Similarly, there are four 
students in the second grade 
at Fellowsville Elementary 
School, he said.

In 2018, both schools were 
targeted for shutdown as a 
cost-saving measure. The Pres-
ton County Board of Education 
stopped just short of voting on 
the closings, opting to place 
an excess levy on the ballot. 
On the third attempt in three 
years, voters passed a $22.5 

million, five-year levy, and the 
school board ended the shut-
down process.

Still, enrollment at the two 
schools has remained well be-
low many of the others in the 
county, but the school system 
is limited in how the situation 
can be handled. Wotring said 
the state permits only three 
classrooms in the entire county 
to contain more than one grade 
under a single teacher. That 
means there are many low-
count classrooms for which 
a full-time teaching position 
must be allocated.

Superintendent: Small schools 
‘eating up’ teaching positions
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Preston County Board of Education President Jack Keim, left, listens as Superintendent Steve 
Wotring talks about enrollment and allocating teacher positions Monday.

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The Pres-
ton County Board of Educa-
tion is being sued by a private 
school for alleged defamation.

The lawsuit was filed by 
Kristine Ayers-Cline on 
behalf of Laurel Academy 
through her attorney, David 
Grunau of Morgantown. It 
alleges four violation counts 
— harassment and discrim-
ination based on disability; 
interference with a business; 
violations of statute; and def-
amation — and includes one 
request for injunction.

According to the suit, Lau-
rel Academy has been operat-
ing for approximately three 
years. 

“Since its inception, Laurel 
Academy — for inexplicable 
reasons — has been the tar-
get of false and defamato-
ry statements and rhetoric 
made by agents of the BOE to 
prospective students of Lau-
rel Academy, in apparent at-
tempts to dissuade students 
from transferring to Laurel 
Academy,” the suit claims.

The suit says special educa-
tion students who transfer to 

the academy from the public 
school system are entitled to 
the same services as students 
in the public schools.

“The Individuals with Dis-
abilities Act mandates that 
students in private elemen-
tary and secondary schools 
have access to special edu-
cation services, which are 
to be provided by the public 
education sector, in this case 
the Preston County BOE. ... 
However, the BOE’s Preston 
County Schools have consis-
tently failed to provide Lau-
rel Academy students man-
dated services throughout its 
existence,” the suit alleges.

Laurel Academy claims 
the BOE deliberately creat-
ed red tape and obstacles to 
students receiving mandated 
services or exercising their 
right to decline services.

For example, the suit says 
that “the Preston County 
BOE Special Education Di-
rector inaccurately informed 
the Plaintiff that she had to 
sign ‘refusal of services’ pa-
pers if she refused to accept 
services for the students. 
That is not required.”

Laurel Academy 
suit against BOE 
claims defamation
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Kristine Ayers-Cline, operator of Laurel Academy in Terra Alta, 
filed a lawsuit against the Preston County Board of Education 
alleging defamation.
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KINGWOOD — Kingwood 
is hoping to increase its police 
force to five officers by 2021.

Mayor Jean Manuel Guillot 
told City Council that other 
towns the size of Kingwood 
have larger police depart-
ments.

“I did some research, and 
a town this size of 3,000 peo-
ple, by the state numbers and 
national numbers, we should 
have five-and-a-half officers,” 
Guillot said. “Five full-time 
and one part-time officer.”

Currently, Kingwood has 
two full-time officers, as well 
as an offer to a third officer, 
who has to pass polygraph and 
psychological exams. Chief 
Charlie Haney hopes the third 
officer will begin March 1.

G u i l l o t 
would like to 
add a fourth 
officer at the 
b e g i n n i n g 
of the next 
fiscal year 
and a fifth in 
2021.

“ L a s t 
s u m m e r , 
last year, we had quite a few 
issues,” Guillot said. “But we 
only had one officer on duty.”

The city has been experienc-
ing break-ins at the pool and 
people sleeping at business-
es last summer. It’s believed 
the people are addicts but not 
homeless.

An increased police presence 
is needed, said Councilman 
Dick Shaffer.

“The activity in the middle 

of the night is unbelievable,” 
he said. “They are traveling in 
packs of two, three and four. It 
isn’t safe for only one officer to 
respond.”

Councilman Josh Fields said 
adding more officers would be a 
deterrent for some of the crime 
and activity taking place.

“The biggest complaint last 
year was all the discarded nee-
dles around town,” Fields said.

Police Officer Doug Mon-
tague told the council he has 
heard the COPS grant is going 
to be re-enacted, so the city 
could apply for that to aid in 
the cost of additional officers.

“The grant would pay 75% 
of a new officer’s salary for 
the first year,” Montague said. 
“Then 50% the second and 
25% the fourth year.”

Kingwood hoping to increase police force

Guillot
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