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Fairmont Council voted to buy the building that houses the 
Marion County Disability Action Center, which will be relo-
cating. The city plans to have the building demolished.
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The Fairmont Community Devel-
opment Partnership is hoping to 
redevelop the old YMCA building.
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The Masonic Temple 
in downtown, also 
known as the Deveny 
Building, is owned by 
the city, which entered 
a seven-year contract 
with Catalyst Develop-
ment to renovate it.

Officials have 
high hopes  
for future of 

vacant buildings
by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (WV News) 
— In the past month, the city of 
Fairmont has purchased two well-
known buildings with the intent of 
demolition, while hoping that other 
historic, although vacant, buildings 
in the city will soon be restored and 
reopened.

Earlier this month, City Council 
approved the purchase of the Mar-
ion County Disability Action Cen-
ter building, which officials plan to 
demolish after the nonprofit moves 
into its new headquarters. The 
building fell victim to several severe 
floods in June, and City Manager 
Valerie Means said the best course 
of action is to just have the building 
torn down.

“I certainly wouldn’t want to give 
anyone else an occupancy permit,” 
she said. “The idea would be to de-
molish it and possibly create some 
sort of stormwater project there. … 
We want a place for the water to go 
if we ever get those 100-year events 
again.”

The city purchased the DAC build-
ing for $300,000. Means said that 
depending on scheduling, it could be 
torn down by the end of June 2022.

The city has also purchased the 
old A.J. Hays Building, which was 
nearly completely destroyed in a 
2016 fire. The city bought the down-
town structure, most of which is an 
empty, open husk, from Main Street 
Fairmont, and while there will be an 
attempt to save at least part of the 
building, Means said nothing is cer-
tain right now.

“If the façade could be saved, 
maybe we could do that,” she said. 
“I love the front of the building, but 
there’s not much left of (the struc-
ture). The idea would be to clean 
that up and get it prepped for what-
ever possible redevelopment could 
happen there.”
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