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From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — The 54th 
annual Autumn Glory Fes-
tival has arrived.

While many fairs and 
festivals in the region have 
been canceled outright due 
to ongoing COVID-19 con-
cerns, this year’s festival 
will again take place with 
reduced events.

Popular activities such 
as Oktoberfest, the fire-
men’s parade, the McHen-
ry craft show and the ban-
jo & fiddle contest won’t be 
happening this year. How-
ever, some of those events 
have been replaced with lo-
cal businesses sponsoring 
their own versions.

Highlights of this year’s 
Autumn Glory include:

Grand Feature Parade
The Town of Oakland 

and the Greater Oakland 
Business Association have 
taken over the presenta-
tion of the Grand Feature 
Parade, which was called 
off in 2020.

The parade will be held at 
1 p.m. Saturday in down-
town Oakland.

Steve Blass and Bob Rob-
ertson of the 1971 Pitts-
burgh Pirates World Se-
ries championship team 
are the co-grand marshals. 
Prior to the parade, there 
will be a meet-and-greet 
session from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon for fans to have mem-
orabilia signed or pose for 
photos. To help protect the 
health of the distinguished 
guests, masks are strongly 

recommended during the 
meet-and-greet.

For information about 
the parade, visit oakland-
md.com/autumn-glory-fes-

tival.html.
Tournament of Bands
The 44th annual Au-

tumn Glory Tournament of 
Bands will be held at 7 p.m. 

Saturday at the Northern 
Garrett High School ath-
letic field.

Marching bands from 
the tri-state region come 
together for a competi-
tion field show. Conces-
sions available. Hosted 
by the Southern Garrett 
Band Boosters. $8 adults, 
$4 children, children un-
der 4 are free. southern-
garrettband.com.

Antique/Vintage & 
Makers Market

After the pandemic forced 
cancellation of the event 
last year, the Civic Club of 
Oakland has announced the 
47th annual Antique/Vin-
tage & Makers Market will 
take place Friday through 
Sunday at the Oakland 
Community Center.

However, due to the rise 
in COVID-19 cases, chang-
es have been made to help 
protect the health and 
safety of attendees, ven-
dors and workers.

Masks are required for 
everyone entering the 
building, with no excep-
tions. Anyone not wear-
ing a mask will be asked 
to leave.

The Civic Club Cafe will 
not be serving hot food. 
There will be frozen soups 
and Sloppy Joes for sale, 
plus pre-packaged baked 
goods to be taken home 
and eaten. No food or bev-
erages will be sold to be 
consumed on the premis-
es.

54th annual Autumn Glory Festival has arrived
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With the changing of the leaves, Garrett County cele-
brates the Autumn Glory Festival this weekend.

by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Maryland Trans-
portation Secretary Gregory Slater 
met virtually with Garrett County of-
ficials Friday to discuss the six-year 
outlook for the local road system.

County commissioners and other 
public officials met with Slater and 
MDOT representatives concerning 
the draft Consolidated Transpor-
tation Program for the fiscal years 
of 2022 through 2027. It details 
MDOT’s projected capital budget.

The meeting was part of MDOT’s 
annual tour of 23 Maryland counties 
and Baltimore City to update local of-
ficials and the public on the Hogan 
Administration’s $16.4 billion in-
vestment over the next six years.

The FY 2022 operating budget to-
tals $2.24 billion. The six-year plan 
totals $16.4 billion, with more than 
half going toward preserving aging 
infrastructure.

According to officials, MDOT as 
a whole is facing a $7 billion repair 
backlog, including needs on high-
ways and bridges, and also at port, 
airport and motor-vehicle facilities.

Slater highlighted $16.8 million in 
grants, recently announced by Gov. 
Larry Hogan, to support bicycle, pe-
destrian and trail improvements 
through 42 projects across the state.

In Garrett County, through the 

Recreational Trails Program, near-
ly $125,000 will go toward restoring 
and maintaining the trail bed surface 
and drainage features on the Burk-
holder Road Off-Road Vehicle Trail 
at Potomac Garrett State Forest.

Two other grants will fund projects 
at Wolf Den Run State Park. More 

than $68,000 will be used to hire a 
three-person trail crew for Wolf Den 
Run State Park, which has a 40-mile 
off-road vehicle trail network. An-
other $75,000 will go toward the in-
stallation of restroom facilities.
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OAKLAND — The lead-
ers of local hospitals are urg-
ing residents of the counties 
served by the three facilities 
to get the COVID-19 vac-
cine as soon as possible.

Garrett Regional Med-
ical Center in Oakland, 
UPMC Western Maryland 
in Cumberland and Poto-
mac Valley Hospital in Key-
ser are seeing an increase in 
COVID-19 positive patients 
in outpatient and inpatient 
settings.

“Vaccines are one of the 
strongest tools we have to 
change the pandemic. Vac-
cines offer excellent pro-
tection against serious ill-
ness,” said Michele Martz, 
president of UPMC West-
ern Maryland. “You aren’t 
just getting the vaccine for 
yourself; you are doing it for 
those around you — your 
parents, your children, your 
neighbors, your co-workers 
and the doctors, nurses, re-
spiratory therapists and all 
the other health-care heroes 
who continue to work count-
less hours to save lives.”

Mark Boucot, president 
and CEO of GRMC and 
Potomac Valley Hospital, 
agreed.

“We are trying to keep our 
community as safe as pos-
sible,” Boucot said. “The 
COVID-19 vaccines avail-
able can mean the differ-
ence between life and death. 
We are seeing the impact of 
low vaccination rates. By 
getting vaccinated, you are 
less likely to get COVID-19, 
but even if you have a break-
through case, you are far 
less likely to be hospital-
ized.”

Boucot said the CDC sta-
tistics regarding COVID’s 
impact demonstrate that 
people who are not vaccinat-
ed are 10 times more likely 
to be hospitalized with the 
virus, and 11 times more 
likely to die than people who 
choose to be vaccinated.

“Those statistics should 

make everyone stop and 
think. This virus doesn’t 
discriminate; it doesn’t care 
who you are or where you 
live. If the opportunity pres-
ents itself, the virus will in-
fect you,” he said.

Garrett’s numbers
The Garrett County 

Health Department report-
ed 133 new COVID-19 cas-
es in the past week, bring-
ing the county’s cumulative 
total to 2,916 on Wednesday, 
according to the Maryland 
Department of Health’s 
COVID-19 website. That’s 
a rise from 101 new cases 
in the previous week. The 
week before, there were 121 
new cases.

Five coronavirus-relat-
ed deaths were reported in 
the county in the past week, 
bringing the total to 76.

Garrett Regional Medi-
cal Center had six hospital-
izations for COVID-19 on 
Wednesday, according to the 
health department.

The seven-day test posi-
tivity rate for Garrett Coun-
ty was 15.06% as of Wednes-
day, a rise from 11.85% last 
week. The state average 
stood at 3.85 % Wednesday.

The seven-day case rate 
per 100,000 people in Gar-
rett County was 65.49, a 
rise from 52.19 the previ-
ous week. That puts the 
county more than three 
times higher than the 
Maryland rate, with the 
state at 17.72 cases per 
100,000 people.

The Garrett Health De-
partment reports that 
49.4% of the county popula-
tion over the age of 12 have 
been fully vaccinated. The 
Maryland Department of 
Health calculates vaccina-
tion percentages based on 
total population. Accord-
ing to MDH, 12,935 peo-
ple have received at least 
a first vaccine dose in Gar-
rett County (44.58%) and 
11,907 have been fully vac-
cinated (41.04%).

Hospitals feeling 
effects of low 
vaccination rates

MDOT’s commitments to 
local road projects discussed

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

At Crellin, the State Highway Administration continues to work on replacing 
the 98-year-old Md. 39 Youghiogheny River bridge. It is anticipated that the 
bridge work will be complete before the end of the year, with final paving to 
take place in 2022.
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EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County schools continue to 
experience a drop in enroll-
ment, and that may have a 
dramatic effect on the bot-
tom line.

Director of Student Ser-
vices John Hummel and 
Director of Finance Ali-
son Sweitzer brought their 
enrollment estimates and 
revenue projections to the 
Garrett County Board of 
Education on Tuesday, 
with a less-than-positive 
outlook on both.

Hummel’s figures show 
a loss of nearly one-fifth of 
the school population since 
2010 — from 4,084 to 3,347 
students.

“The projections are play-
ing out that we are steadily 

losing enrollment,” Hum-
mel said. “In the past 11 
years, we have lost a total 
of 736.75 students.”

Because of the COVID-19 

pandemic and general de-
cline, the school system 
has lost 280 students in 
grades K-12 in the past two 
years, he said. A loss of 142 

students between Sept. 30, 
2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, is 
estimated.

Schools face a continuing decline in enrollment
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