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With the state now entering the third 
week of Gov. Jim Justice’s stay-at-home 
order, Marion County entities are put-
ting out resources for those affected by 
COVID-19.

The City of Fairmont, for example, has 
created a virtual “help desk” on the city 
website that provides residents with a 
wide variety of links and helpful resourc-
es that can aid them during this trying 
time, according to Alex Petry, the city’s 
program manager for economic develop-
ment.

“It’s a place where anyone can go to 
find resources regarding the coronavi-
rus crisis,” Petry said. “We have resourc-

es from the CDC and 
the Small Business Ad-
ministration and FEMA. 
We have state resourc-
es, healthcare resourc-
es and a link to all of the 
testing sites in West Vir-
ginia. Also, any updates 
that the city has regard-
ing the crisis will be 
posted there.”

Hanna Turner, the city’s communica-
tions manager, said that the needs of The 
Friendly City’s residents must be met.

“A lot of people look to the city for a lot 
of things for themselves and their busi-
nesses or place of work,” Turner said. 
“To have resources for not only citizens 
but also businesses is really important to 
us because we deal directly with a lot of 
businesses in the community on a regu-
lar basis as well as residents. We want to 
have as much information for everybody 
as we possibly can.”
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