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FAIRMONT — With con-
cerns over COVID-19 grow-
ing every day, Marion Coun-
ty’s legislators are reflecting 
on how the situation across 
the state could have been bet-
ter handled.

Del. Mike Caputo, D-Mar-
ion, point-
ed to the $8 
million Coro-
navirus bill 
that he and 
others tried 
to get passed 
during the 
legislature’s 
regular ses-
sion, a bill that eventually 
failed to attain enough votes.

“That was shut down on 
party lines, and that was very, 
very disappointing to me be-
cause we all knew it was com-
ing,” Caputo said. “There were 
a lot of people who didn’t take 
it as seriously as they probably 
should have. That was disap-
pointing, and now we’re deal-
ing with it on a day-to-day 
basis. We need to set politics 
aside and deal with protect-
ing ourselves and the public 
and try to stay as into the so-
cial distancing mode and stay 
home as much as we can.”

Del. Mike Angelucci, D-Mar-
ion, shared his concerns.

“It seemed as though many 
people didn’t take us seri-
ously,” Angelucci said. “Now, 
all of the sudden, the cases 
have blown up. They’re real-
izing that this is a serious vi-

rus. We’ve known it all along, 
but unfortu-
nately, some 
of our oth-
er legisla-
tors did find 
it as import-
ant. Now is 
the time to 
come togeth-
er in a bipar-
tisan effort to make sure that 
we have the funding and work 
together to make sure we fight 
this virus.”

Both Caputo and Angeluc-
ci said that the failure to pass 
the COVID-19 bill was a black 
eye on an otherwise fair ses-
sion.

“Every year, there’s good 
and bad in the session,” Capu-
to said. “I’m certainly happy 
about a few things like the fos-
ter care bill. Our kids absolute-
ly need that. There’s a lot of 
foster children out there who 
are in dire straits right now…

“It was a pretty uneventful 
session, quite frankly. There 
was nothing really controver-
sial and nothing that we real-
ly fought over. There’s things 
in every session that are good 
and bad.”

This session was Caputo’s 
last as a member of the House 
of Delegates, as he’s stepping 
down from the position to run 
for the West Virginia State 
Senate. Caputo said that his 
time in the House — more 
than two decades — is some-
thing for which he’ll always be 
thankful.

Marion Co. legislators share COVID-19 concerns
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Sen. Roman Prezioso, D-Marion, is con-
gratulated by Senate President Mitch 
Carmichael and a host of fellow senators 
on the final day of the 2020 legislative 
session. Prezioso received a resolution 
honoring his 24 years in the Senate and 8 
in the House.
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Del. Mike Caputo and Del. Mike Angelucci 
speak during the 2019 legislative session.
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