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Through his dedication and investment in his students’ educa-
tions, Buckhannon-Upshur Middle School sixth-grade teacher Brian 

Allman was named one of only 40 Milken Educator Award winners in the na-
tion.

Allman, 35, was the only West Virginia teacher to win the award for the 
2019-2020 school year, and he credits his success to the hard work of his stu-
dents.

“In my opinion, I have one of the best jobs that a person can have because, 
as an educator, I have the opportunity to help mold the lives of our youngest tal-
ent in West Virginia,” Allman said. “I try to lead by example as I teach and men-
tor the youth of our state.

“� ese students will be the future of every profession in West Virginia. � ey 
have an immense amount of potential and providing them with an education 
that can lead to future success isn’t something I take lightly. It inspires me daily.”

A West Virginia native who lives in Jane Lew, Allman said he thinks the best 
is yet to come for � e Mountain State. He’s glad to call West Virginia home, and 
he’s dedicating his career to paving the way for a bright future for his many stu-
dents.

“I know that I want to continue to be involved in education in some capac-
ity in West Virginia for the rest of my career,” Allman said. “� e future is si� ing 
in my classroom and I want to make sure that I continue to develop talent that is 
going to continue moving our state forward for years and years to come ...

“Everything that I have that means anything can trace its roots to someone 
or something in West Virginia. � is is my home. I want to dedicate my time and 
energy into a place that deserves it. West Virginia does. I can’t see myself any-
where else.” ■
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To Ben Ashley, education is the key to a life of fulfi llment and enrichment.
� at’s why Ashley, director of architectural services at the School 

Building Authority of West Virginia, said it warms his heart to see the eff ect he 
and others at the authority have had on the state’s schools.

“Each time we cut the ribbon and open a new school, I’m so proud of all the 
hard work it takes from a lot of people who came together to make this happen,” 
Ashley said. “� e warm smiles and happy tears we see from the students who 
walk into their new facilities where they will learn and create in these new spaces 
is something that never gets old ...

“We are a part of this a few times a year, but to me, there is no greater joy or 
achievement than helping the future generations of West Virginians.”

Ashley, 34, said it’s this feeling that drives and inspires him, along with the 
support of his parents and wife Suze� e.

“� eir intent has always been to do whatever they can to improve the lives of 
every West Virginian,” Ashley said. “Dad taught me how to build real relationships 
wherever I go. Mom taught me how to hold myself to a high standard of account-
ability and professionalism.

“Suze� e taught me how to stand strong and get the job done despite whatev-
er personal challenges you face.  I wouldn’t be who I am today without these peo-
ple.”

� rough his work, he hopes to help the state achieve greater heights than it’s 
ever seen.

“� e history of West Virginia is amazing, and there’s no reason the future 
can’t be either,” Ashley said. “� e people, the culture, and the spirit of the Moun-
tain State make the potential sky high. I believe what keeps my family and I here is 
our innate desire to play a small part in the state’s comeback story.” ■
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