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Developable land
Request for proposals released for old Sharon Steel site

Courtesy of the city of Fairmont

The city of Fairmont is hoping the old Sharon Steel site on the 
East Side will soon house a variety of new businesses thanks 
to a recently released request for proposals.

Courtesy of the city of Fairmont

The city of Fairmont has released a request for pro-
posals concerning the old Fairmont Coke Works and 
Sharon Steel site. There are currently 67 acres of 
usable land, which are outlined here in black.

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

Last week, the City of Fairmont is-
sued a request for proposals (RFP) 
for development on a 67-acre tract 
of land formerly known as the Fair-
mont Coke Works and Sharon Steel 
site, and area officials are optimistic 
that the land will be put to good use 
soon.

The site has been vacant for de-
cades now, but after careful remedi-
ation of the land through a brown-
fields project, the city of Fairmont 
has asked developers and business-
es to reach out and pitch why they 
should gain access to the site for de-
velopment. Fairmont Mayor Tom 
Mainella said that this is a very ex-
citing time for the city.

“This is something we’ve all antic-
ipated since the brownfields started 
years and years ago,” Mainella said. 
“We’re now in the position to mar-

ket that property with its flatness 
and proximity to the interstate and 
as big as it is. We’re pretty anxious 
and hopeful that we’ll get some good 
proposals for something to go there. 
…

“It’ll create some jobs and an in-
crease in the tax bases and will at-
tract people who will work there and 
live here. There are all the positives 
you get from new development all 
wrapped in one.”

Like Mainella, Marion County 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Tina Shaw has been waiting for 
years to see development at the site, 
and she’s happy that soon, she’ll 
be able to see all of the waiting and 
planning come to fruition.

“From a Chamber standpoint and 
businesses development standpoint, 
it is extremely exciting to see that 
all that acreage is now ready to be 
developed,” Shaw said. “That leads 
to new businesses, jobs and resi-

dents. We are very excited and want 
to work alongside the city on the de-
velopment of that and with any oth-
er developer who might come into 
the picture.”

While the land is mostly now an 
empty field, it once housed import-
ant staples of the Fairmont econo-
my. Shae Strait, the city’s director 
of planning, believes it soon can do 
that again.

“The ideal vision for this proper-
ty will be something that hopefully 
bolsters the neighborhood already 
around it — the Norwood neigh-
borhood and around Suncrest and 
Morgantown Avenue,” Strait said. 
“We also want something that cre-
ates jobs, increases our economic 
output here in Fairmont and even 
complements some of our communi-
ty needs, such as maybe recreation-
al or infrastructure assets. A mix of 
uses would be ideal. …”
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