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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Results 
from the free COVID-19 
testing in Preston Coun-
ty last week are beginning 
to trickle into the Preston 
County Health Department.

Administrator V.J. Davis 
told the county commission-
ers at their meeting he had 
seen some of the results had 
come in Monday morning.

“Once we get the total 
number of positive and neg-
atives, we will release that 

informa-
tion,” Da-
vis said.

Davis 
went onto 
explain 
the test-
ing done 
was a na-
sal swab, 
and not 

the more-invasive nasopha-
ryngeal swab. Both tests 
are accurate, according to 
Davis.

Commissioner Dave Price 
asked if there was anyone 

who exhibited COVID-19 
symptoms. Davis said the 
vast majority of those test-
ed had no symptoms, but 
there were a few who dis-
played symptoms.

There were 733 people 
tested for the virus, with 
the majority of people from 
Preston County and quite a 
few were from Morgantown. 
Ages varied from children to 
senior citizens.

“Our goal was to test 2% 
of the population,” Davis 
said. “We had that.”

The testing was spon-

sored by the Office of Mi-
nority Affairs, and at this 
point, there are no plans for 
further community testing, 
but that could change in the 
future. There is still testing 
available through other ave-
nues for people who want it.

Davis said communi-
ty testing is a big under-
taking — especially with a 
small health department 
like Preston County’s. They 
had 32 people performing 
the testing.

Test results for free COVID-19 testing trickling in

Office of Gov. Jim Justice 

Gov. Jim Justice holds up a face mask during his 
COVID-19 briefing on July 13.
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TERRA ALTA — Terra 
Alta’s town council passed 
a motion to raise water 
rates at its Monday meet-
ing on a 3-2 vote.

The Terra Alta Water 
Department is requesting 
a 25% increase in water 
rates, taking monthly min-
imum bills from $25.16 to 
$32.13.

Councilmen Jason Myers 
and Chester Fitchett vot-
ed against the increase. Re-
corder John Trembly, and 
Councilmen Monk Tasker 
and Cecil Royce voted in fa-
vor. Chad Reese was absent.

Dorinda Kisner, accoun-
tant for the water depart-

ment, said a fiscal year loss 
of $118,000 has been pre-
dicted. Revenues have de-
creased by 7.5%.

The water department 
first approached the may-
or with the rate increase in 
December, but nothing was 
acted upon. At that point, 
it had sustained a $24,502 
loss, and it has continued to 
increase since then.

Mayor Bobby DeLaud-
er didn’t agree with the in-
crease, saying a recommend-
ed increase in rates is 2% 
per year, and with the last 
increase in 2016, the water 
department should only be 
requesting an 8% increase.

DeLauder said there ap-
pears to be a lot of overtime 

and wanted to know why 
there was so much.

“We need to look at the 
financials,” DeLauder said. 
“There is no reason for all 
this overtime. They need 
to cut their costs and put 
into effect cost-saving mea-
sures.”

Water Board Chairman 
Jim Sypolt said with a 25% 
rate increase, the depart-
ment will be still be lacking 
money.

“This increase would be 
for normal operations,” Sy-
polt said. “Outside of reg-
ular income and expenses, 
we still have bond and loan 
payments.”

Terra Alta water customers 

could see 25% increase
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Terra Alta Mayor Bobby DeLauder would like to see the financials for the Water Depart-
ment and try to understand why the department is continuing to lose money.
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KINGWOOD — Com-
plaints continue to come 
into the county commis-
sioners regarding bad 
roads, specifically second-
ary roads.

Commission President 
Samantha Stone said they 
have not forgotten about 
the secondary roads, and 
intend to keep working to 
make progress in getting is-
sues addressed.

“There are some major 
concerns on some of these 
roads,” Stone said. “I also 
have mixed feelings about 
how some of the work is 

currently being done on the 
roads.”

Residents need to con-
tinue submitting their 
road problems to the Divi-
sion of Highways through 
the SWAT site at dotforms.
wv.gov/cra.

After two years of com-
plaining through the SWAT 
site, brush along one Pres-
ton County road has been 
removed.

Cutting the brush back 
through mowing is one 
of the many things done 
through core maintenance 
along with ditching, patch-
ing and canopy removal. 
Preston County has been 

behind on their core main-
tenance for a few years now.

“With how far work is be-
hind, I sometimes doubt if 
Preston County will ever 
get caught up,” Stone said.

In 2019, Gov. Jim Justice 
sent DOH crews from all 
over the state to the coun-
ty to aid in getting caught 
up on ditching and culvert 
replacement on the main 
roads.

In the past few weeks, 
patching has occurred on 
some of the secondary 
roads, with mowing occur-
ring throughout the county.

Secondary road complaints still coming into county commissioners
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Pell Road is one of many secondary roads around the county that has serious problems, 
including sizable potholes.
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KINGWOOD — If Pres-
ton County students are 
back in the classrooms this 
fall, the current state man-
dates for the start and end 
of school this year are near-
ly impossible, Superinten-
dent Steve Wotring says.

Gov. Jim Justice has said 
that schools in West Vir-
ginia may not open before 
Sept. 8, and must finish the 
instructional year by June 
1, Wotring told the Preston 
County Board of Education 
on Monday.

“Last Monday, I stood 
here and shared what our 
re-entry plan would be and 
what our calendar would 
be, and then we got to ex-
perience that for a day, and 
then the governor changed 
all that by stating that we 
would not be opening school 
until Sept. 8,” Wotring said.

That mandate invalidates 
the previous version of the 
school calendar — and the 
state will continue to re-
quire 200 work days for em-
ployees, he said.

“We were told that we 
could not start until Sept. 
8, and we were told that we 
had to be done by June 1. 
Now that is almost abso-
lutely impossible to do in 
this calendar,” Wotring said.

Teachers would start 
Aug. 17, and all of the out-
side school environment 

days would be pushed to the 
beginning of the calendar, 
which normally isn’t per-
mitted by the state.

“However, this year they 
said that’s all out the win-
dow. The only way I can get 
200 days in by June 1 is to 
move all those days to the 
front of the calendar,” he 
said.

The calendar has several 
days that will be marked for 
remote learning, but keep-
ing everything within the 
governor’s time frame will 
require some adjustments 
and sacrifices.

For example, Wotring 
said, the new version of 
the calendar would count 
the Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of Thanksgiv-
ing week as instructional 
days.

“We have to have school, 
it’s the only way you can get 
the days in,” he said, but 
those days will be designat-
ed as remote learning.

That Monday marks the 
beginning of buck season, 
and the schools have long 
had to deal with low atten-
dance by both students and 
staff, as well as the difficul-
ty to get substitutes in place 
that week, he said.

Wotring said the newest 
version of the school cal-
endar has been submitted 
to the state for approval. 
It also was delivered to the 
superintendents in the oth-
er 54 counties — many of 
whom are opting to adopt 
the calendar as their own, 
he said.

Superintendent: State 
requirements on school 
calendar ‘almost impossible’
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In this image taken from video, Superintendent Steve 
Wotring, left, addresses the Preston County Board of 
Education on Monday.
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