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Mon Power volunteers aid 
the United Way of Marion 
and Taylor Counties at Mary 
Lou Retton Park’s new Born 
Learning Trail.

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT, W.Va. (WV NEWS) 
— Despite the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, the United Way of Mari-
on and Taylor Counties announced 
an ambitious $500,000 goal for its 
annual campaign on Tuesday.

The 2020-2021 campaign kicked 
off Tuesday morning with United 
Way workers and volunteers gath-
ering at Mary Lou Retton Park to 
install a new, interactive project 
called the “Born Learning Trail,” 
while also raising awareness to-
ward the organization’s aim of 
raising  a half million dollars for 
area nonprofits, according to Brett 

White, executive director of the 
United Way.

White said that because of im-
pacts from the virus and the en-
suing pandemic, supporting local 
nonprofits is more important now 
that it has been in quite some time.

“Nonprofits have suffered signif-
icant funding losses,” White said. 
“They’ve been working nonstop 
since the pandemic started. None 
of the nonprofits have been able to 
take any time off, so the support 
now of our annual campaign… is 
more important now than ever.”

White said that while $500,000 
is an ambitious fundraising goal 
during a nationwide pandemic, 
he believes that donors in the two 
counties will band together to help 

our those in need.
“We’ve set a precedent now,” 

White said. “We don’t want to go 
back under half a million dollars 
because our community needs ev-
ery penny, and we believe in the 
generosity of our community. … 
We live in a very generous commu-
nity, and we think they know that 
when people are in need or pro-
grams are in need, they can pro-
vide for them.”

Devanna Corley, this year’s cam-
paign chair for the United Way, 
said she’s excited to be heading the 
campaign this fall and winter, de-
spite the issues going on with the 
pandemic.
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