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CLARKSBURG — Area 
small businesses are gearing 
up for their annual Small 
Business Saturday, which 
will be held this Saturday.

The event gives shoppers 
a dedicated day to shop lo-
cally at a time when people 
flock to big box stores and 
other chains for their holi-
day shopping needs.

Small Business Saturday 
was created by American 
Express in 2010 and always 
falls on the Saturday after 
Black Friday and before Cy-
ber Monday.

“American Express ini-
tially started the concept 
of Small Business Sat-
urday, and it’s a nation-
al event,” said Clarksburg 
Mayor Cathy Goings. “A ma-
jority of their cardholders 
are small businesses. Kim 
Drummond, programs and 
events coordinator of the 
Harrison County Chamber 
of Commerce, received from 
American Express packages 
for our merchants, includ-
ing shopping totes, banners, 
welcome mats and buttons, 
and gave them to all of our 
small businesses.”

Goings, a small business 
owner herself, operates Em-
bellishments, Wicked Sis-
ters and The Fifth Estate 
in downtown Clarksburg 
and Embellishments Too 
in Bridgeport.  She plans to 
have open houses at all her 
business on both Black Fri-
day and Small Businesses 
Saturday.

“We’ll have refreshments, 
appetizers and in-store spe-
cials,” Goings said. “Small 
Business Saturday is not 
just for retail stores. It’s for 
any store that considers it-
self a small business. The 
Fifth Floor Lounge usual-
ly opens at 4 p.m. on Sat-
urdays, but we’ll open at 
11 a.m. so shoppers can grab 
a bite to eat while they shop. 
I imagine that all the small 
retail stores and restau-
rants will be open. It gets re-
ally crowded. People love to 
come out and shop locally.”

Small businesses in 
Bridgeport also plan to par-
ticipate in 
the event.

“We feel 
strongly 
about our 
small busi-
nesses and 
want to see 
them suc-
ceed,” said 
City Man-
ager An-
drea Kerr. “Last year, we 
had about 10 to 15 business-
es participate. I put togeth-
er a flier with the names of 
stores that will have specials 
that day and will distribute 
the flier next week. There 
are no special hours for the 
event; hours will be whenev-
er the stores are open.”

The city of Shinnston 
plans to celebrate Small 
Business Saturday from 
noon until 4 p.m., said City 
Manager Amy Wilson.

“Some businesses are 
opening up before noon, like 
Home Style is opening at 
10 a.m. and a few good plac-
es, like Gibby’s Ice Cream 
and T&L Hot Dogs will 
open sooner,” she said. “The 

Methodist Church will have 
an indoor concession stand 
from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m., 
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus 
will be available for pictures 
and Gillum House Bed and 
Breakfast will have a tour 
from noon 
until 3 p.m.

“We al-
ways sup-
port Small 
Business 
Saturday,” 
said Shinn-
ston May-
or Sam De-
Marco. 
“Shinnston is made up of 
a lot of small businesses; 
it’s our livelihood. It’s what 
keeps Shinnston going.”

Wilson said the Shinnston 
businesses are good at sup-
porting the city with events 
like the Art Walk and The-
ater in the Park.

“Small Business Saturday 
is something we can do to 
help them,” Wilson said.

Melissa Aldridge at Home 
Style, Shinnston, said her 
business is participating in 
the event for the fourth year.

“I’ll have a gift bag valued 
at $20 worth of free prod-
ucts with purchase of $50 or 
more,” Aldridge said.

The Weston Fairs and Fes-
tivals Committee has lots of 
exciting plans to celebrate 
Small Business Saturday in 
Lewis County, Weston May-
or Julia Spelsberg said.

“There’s this show on 
MSNBC called ‘Your Busi-
ness’ on Sunday mornings 
and I watched that and 
thought, ‘That’s what we 
need for Weston,’” Spels-
berg said.

The MSNBC show Spels-
berg was referring to focuses 

on issues facing small busi-
ness in the United States, 
profiles owners of such busi-
nesses and looks for advice for 
them from business experts.

“Then American Express 
started Small Business Sat-
urdays, and we jumped on 

that bandwagon,” Spels-
berg said.

Organizers of the Weston 
Fairs and Festivals Commit-
tee encourage small brick-
and-mortar businesses to 
provide special discounts 
or items for the day. Those 

businesses that don’t have a 
brick-and-mortar storefront 
will sell their goods at St. 
Pat’s Gym from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m.

“For several years, we had 
this event at Paul’s Commu-
nity Hall, but it’s grown, so 

last year we moved it to St. 
Patrick’s Gym,” Spelsberg 
said. “We’ll had 30 to 40 ven-
dors last year.”

Spelsberg said Small Busi-
ness Saturday in Weston has 
been very successful.

Area merchants gear up for Small Business Saturday
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Bridgeport residents Steve Dunham, left, and Monica Gorrell, center, purchased a few items from Cathy Goings at Embellishments in Clarksburg during last year’s 
Small Business Saturday shopping event.
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Tina Garska, left, of Weston, got a free, natural beauty makeup session Saturday from Allison Clem, owner of Riversong Spa in 
Bridgeport during last year’s Small Business Saturday event.
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