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by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — More 
than 70 people gathered 
at the Glades Park Pavil-
ion in Oakland on Tues-
day evening to recognize 
International Overdose 
Awareness Day.

Heather Hanline, direc-
tor of the Dove Center, 
was the first to address 
the group.

“The person whose face 
I want you to remem-
ber is this person,” she 
said, holding up a picture. 
“This is my sister, Julie. 
She was pretty amazing, 
and I lost her — we lost 

her, the world lost her. She 
passed away from an over-
dose on May 5, 2017.

Hanline noted that the 
untimely death of a young 
person starts a buzz of 
speculation about what 
happened.

“It’s one of the most 
hurtful things you can go 
through as a family mem-
ber,” Hanline said. “What 
we need to hear is peo-
ple talking about what an 
amazing person that per-
son was.”

Hanline stated she 
wants people to under-
stand that many people in 
the community struggling 
with addition come from 

a background where their 
earliest memories are of 
violence and alcoholism 
in the home.

“So my passion is that 
I want to help end the 
stigma by helping people 
understand what an im-
pact it has on a person if 
they’re subjected to trau-
ma from the day they’re 
born on, which is definite-
ly the case with most peo-
ple battling addiction,” 
Hanline said.”

She spoke of her efforts 
with a group she created, 
Healing Garrett, to help 
educate the community.

by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — During 
a “State of the Lake” ad-
dress on Aug. 25, Mary-
land Department of Nat-
ural Resources Secretary 
Jeannie Haddaway-Ric-
cio announced $2.2 million 
in additional funding for 
dredging.

She re-
ported 
that Gov. 
Larry Ho-
gan just 
released 
the mon-
ey in new 
funding 
for pi-
lot dredg-
ing projects in Deep Creek 
Lake.

“I’m ... really pleased to 
announce today that Gov. 
Hogan has ... committed 
an additional $2.2 million 
for the dredging project at 
Arrowhead Cove, so this is 
hot off the presses,” Riccio 
said. “New news today, and 
again, thanks to the help 
from our senator and the 
county and all our partners, 
pushing the importance of 
that. So that’s really excit-
ing that we can get that pi-
lot program underway.”

The presentation was or-
ganized by the Deep Creek 
Watershed Foundation. It 
was intended for homeown-
ers, officials and stakehold-
ers with interest in Deep 
Creek Lake at Garrett Col-
lege. Riccio discussed the 
state’s long-term commit-
ment to water monitor-
ing at the lake, ongoing ef-
forts to prevent and combat 
aquatic invasive species, 
and work to protect and ex-
pand the lake’s freshwater 
fisheries.

The secretary commend-
ed the partnerships among 
the state and local stake-
holders and elected offi-
cials that support these ef-
forts and help advocate for 
the resources to achieve 
these goals.

“We’re so happy to take 
an opportunity to talk 
about all the great work 
that’s happening around 
Deep Creek Lake, not just 
from our team but also 
from all the partners that 
we work with,” Riccio said. 
“So we’re grateful for the 
opportunity to be here.”

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — 
Marylanders are 
waiting and watch-
ing to see what ac-
tion will be taken on 
the Maryland Board 
of Education’s vote 
to require masks to 
be worn inside school 
buildings. 

School already is 
in session for many 
counties, and Garrett 
County students will 
start their year Tues-
day. Locally, the Gar-
rett County Board 
of Education voted 
last week to require 
masks for the initial 
weeks of school, and 
to withdraw the man-
date when the coun-
ty’s COVID-19 num-
bers improve. 

The state school 
board on Aug. 26 vot-
ed to require any per-

son inside a school 
facility to wear a face 
covering, with cer-
tain specific exemp-
tions. The emergen-
cy regulations could 
remain in effect for 
up to 180 days.

The state board’s 
rule, however, can’t 
take effect until it is 
given the go-ahead 
by a group of Mary-
land lawmakers — 
the Joint Committee 
on Administrative, 
Executive and Leg-
islative Review — 
that will review the 
board’s decision.

That committee 
has 10 days to con-
sider what it has re-
ceived from the state 
Board of Education. 
Calls to accelerate 
the process have gone 
unheeded. 

Gov. Larry Hogan 
has indicated that 

he will not interfere 
with the lawmakers’ 
timetable.

The argument ap-
pears to be divid-
ed along party lines, 
with the House Mi-
nority Caucus issuing 
a statement support-
ing the 10-day review 
period. 

“We have serious 
concerns regarding 
the state Board of 
Education’s unprec-
edented usurpation 
of local control in 
mandating masking 
for students across 
Maryland,” the Re-
publicans wrote. “We 
support the request 
that the AELR Com-
mittee hold an open 
and transparent pub-
lic hearing to fully 
evaluate this contro-
versial decision.”

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Communities 
around Garrett County were bracing 
for the possibility of flash flooding as 
the remnants of Hurricane Ida moved 
through the region Wednesday. 

Even as the hurricane was down-
graded to a tropical depression, four-
to-six inches of rain were expected to 
fall locally through Wednesday night, 
possibly into Thursday morning. 

A strip of the United States from 
Boston to Kentucky was under a flood 
warning Wednesday, including most 
of Maryland, all of West Virginia and 

much of Pennsylvania.
In Oakland, police and municipal 

workers were placed on alert to re-
spond quickly to any signs of flooding, 
Mayor Jay Moyer said. The county it-
self was taking similar actions. 

Gov. Larry Hogan on Wednesday 
directed the Maryland Emergen-
cy Management Agency to raise its 
state activation level for Tropical De-
pression Ida, citing the potential for 
significant amounts of rainfall that 
could lead to severe flash flooding and 
river flooding. 

International Overdose Awareness Day observed in Oakland
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On International Overdose Awareness Day, 
a candlelight vigil was held in Oakland to 
honor those lost or still struggling with 
addiction.
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Loch Lynn native Cody 
Broadwater speaks about 
his recovery.
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“Every loss is one too 
many,” says Kristin Thomas.

Shining a light on addiction

See IOA, A7

$2.2M 
awarded 
for lake 
dredging

Riccio

See LAKE, A7

Statewide school mask 
requirement awaits decision

See MASK, A7

Remnants of Ida reach county

See IDA, A7

Announcement 
made at ‘State 
of the Lake’ 
presentation
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Flooding from the Casselman River reached Fire Clay Road on Wednes-
day, submerging hay fields.
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