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From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — More 
than six months into the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Gar-
rett County has reported 
its first death related to the 
virus.

The Garrett County 
Health Department made 
the announcement Sept. 10 
that a county resident who 
had been in a nursing home 
in another Maryland coun-
ty had died.

The death is being count-
ed among Garrett Coun-
ty cases because the indi-

vidual was still formally a 
county resident. Converse-
ly, in the past months, sev-
eral employees of nursing 
homes in the county who 
tested positive were not 
counted toward Garrett’s 
totals because they are out-
of-state residents.

“We are sad to an-
nounce the county’s first 
COVID-19-related death,” 
said Garrett County Health 
Officer Bob Stephens. “The 
person who passed away 
was diagnosed early in the 
event. While COVID-19 
was not the primary cause 

of death, it was a factor that 
contributed to the death, as 
were other chronic condi-
tions.”

Meanwhile, the health de-
partment has reported five 
additional COVID-19 cases 
in Garrett County, bringing 
the cumulative total to 70.

All five displayed symp-
toms, the health depart-
ment stated. They include 
a woman in her 50s, a man 
in his 30s, two women in 
their 30s and a girl in her 
teens. The girl and one of 
the women have already 
completed their isolations.

As of Tuesday, four people 
in the county were isolating 
at home.

Around the region

As of Wednesday, Mary-
land had a total of 117,888 
confirmed cases — a rise 
of about 4,000 in the past 
week. There have been 
3,712 deaths, and 347 peo-
ple are currently hospital-
ized for COVID-19.

There have been 2.2 mil-
lion tests performed in the 
state, with a positivity rate 
of 3.44%, which is lower 
than the previous week.

By county, the cumu-
lative totals are: Prince 
George’s, 28,034; Mont-
gomery, 21,467; Balti-
more, 17,165; Baltimore 
City, 15,085; Anne Arun-
del, 9,398; Howard, 4,843; 
Frederick, 3,811; Har-
ford, 2,865; Charles, 2,628; 
Carroll, 1,881; Wicomico, 
1,833; Washington, 1,546; 
St. Mary’s, 1,217; Worces-
ter, 961; Cecil, 949; Calvert, 
885; Caroline, 620; Queen 
Anne’s; 618; Dorchester, 
546; Talbot, 519; Allegany, 
431; Kent, 289; Somerset, 
227; and Garrett, 70.

In West Virginia, there 
have been 13,196 cases and 
290 deaths. Preston County 
has had 123 confirmed cas-
es, 20 probable cases and 
four deaths; Tucker Coun-
ty, 15 cases; Grant County, 
149 cases with seven deaths; 
and Mineral County, 151 
cases with four deaths.

In Pennsylvania, there 
had been 142,666 cases and 
7,903 deaths as of Wednes-
day. Fayette County has had 
722 confirmed cases; Som-
erset, 167; and Bedford, 
189.

Garrett County has first coronavirus-related death

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

BITTINGER — After 
standing at the same loca-
tion for more than a cen-
tury, a Bittinger house was 
moved about 50 yards to a 
new location on the same 
property last week.

The moving project was a 
group effort for the Emory 
family.

The house was originally 
built by J.B. Emory around 
the turn of the century.

In the 1970s, grandson 
Bill Emory and his wife, 
Thelma, moved into the 
house, where they raised 
their two boys, Dwight and 
Nate. Bill Emory passed 
away in 2014.

Over the years, the possi-
bility of moving the house 
was a topic of discussion for 
the family. It sat near the 
road at the intersection of 
Md. 495 and Brenneman 
Road.

“We talked about it over 
the years,” Nate Emory 
said. “As the county grew, so 
did the traffic and the noise. 
There was salt on the house 
and road dirt. It was really 
dirty and loud, and we al-
ways worried about it get-
ting hit. We had a close call 
with a tractor and trailer 
maybe 10 years ago.”

Emory called the move a 
“meaningful improvement” 
since the family wanted to 
leave something for the next 
generation. Dwight has two 
children, Garrett, 18, and 
Reagan, 15.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County schools started into 
learn-from-home instruc-
tion this week, but officials 
are already formulating 
their plan to return them to 
classrooms.

At Tuesday’s board of ed-
ucation meeting, Superin-
tendent Barbara Baker said 
the goal of getting all stu-
dents back into the class-
rooms four days a week is 
achievable by the Nov. 9 tar-
get date, with a gradual re-
turn of grade levels.

“We do want to get all stu-
dents back to green,” Bak-
er said, referring to the col-
or-code plan in which green 
means a full return to class-
rooms. “We’re not there yet, 
but we do have a plan to at-
tain that goal as quickly as 
we are able to do so safely.”

As the plan is being devel-
oped, Baker wanted to share 
with the school board what 
has been completed and  get 
the board’s input on the di-
rection she wants to take.

Baker emphasized that 
any decisions or moves 
made toward returning 
kids to schools will require 
checking the COVID-19 
metrics and consulting 
with the Garrett County 
Health Department to en-
sure the county’s case num-
bers are still moving in the 

right direction.
The first nine-week quar-

ter is to be divided into five 
stages to permit a transition 
of students back into class-
rooms, with a goal of hav-
ing all students who want 
in-person instruction being 
back in school four days a 
week by the start of the sec-
ond quarter on Nov. 9, Bak-
er said.

Stage one

This week, approxi-
mately 10 percent of coun-
ty students have been in 
school buildings for in-per-
son learning as part of the 
“modified red” stage. These 
students require special 
attention or services that 
could not be provided at 
home. Children of school 
employees are also in the 
buildings but are receiv-
ing their instruction by the 
same means as those learn-
ing from home, Baker said.

Students in school build-
ings this week are most-
ly spending their time in 
communal learning areas, 
which Baker referred to as 
pods. She showed the board 
photos of classrooms and 
gymnasiums where masked 
students were sitting at 
spread-out desks. Students 
there are being taught re-
motely by teachers who are 
staying in their classrooms.

Bittinger house lifted and moved

Photo by Marvin Beckman

The Emory house rolls through the yard on axles.

Photo courtesy of Marvin Beckman

The Emory house arrives at its new location, 50 yards from its original site.

by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

GRANTSVILLE — Adam 
Rounds of Grantsville was 
among 
four po-
lice offi-
cers re-
cently 
appointed 
as deputy 
fire mar-
shals by 
the Mary-
land Of-
fice of the State Fire Mar-
shal.

During a physically dis-
tanced ceremony in Pikes-
ville, the deputies were 
sworn in by State Fire Mar-

shal Brian S. Geraci.
According to Oliver 

Alkire, senior deputy state 
fire marshal and acting 
public information officer, 
a lateral hiring process has 
been streamlined over the 
last few years.

“To help keep up with at-
trition and keep its ranks 
filled, the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal — like many 
other agencies through-
out the country current-
ly — goes beyond training 
new recruits to seek ‘lateral 
transfers’ from other local/
county and state police de-
partments, who still must 
go through background 
checks but are already cer-

tified and don’t need to go 
through a police academy,” 
Alkire said.

Rounds is veteran of the 
Garrett County Sheriff’s 
Office, having worked there 
for more than 12 years. He 
will be assigned to the West-
ern Regional Office, serv-
ing Garrett, Allegany and 
Washington counties.

He is a native of Garrett 
County and graduated from 
the Eastern Shore Criminal 
Justice Academy.

“Deputy Rounds scored 
consistently high marks 
throughout his process, and 
we are happy to welcome 
him on board,” Alkire said. 
“His experience, knowledge 

and professionalism will be 
a great fit in our team.”

Rounds said he was born 
and raised in Grantsville 
and graduated from North-
ern Garrett High School 
in 2006. After a short time 
at Garrett College, he be-
came a correctional officer 
at the Garrett County De-
tention Center when he was 
19 years old. He became a 
sheriff’s deputy in January 
2012.

In his new position, 
Rounds explained that his 
main area of expertise is 
arson rather than criminal 
and traffic cases.

Adam Rounds sworn in as deputy state fire marshal

Rounds

Submitted photo

Adam Rounds is sworn in by Maryland State Fire Marshal 
Brian S. Geraci.
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