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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Preston 
County’s recent outbreak 
of COVID-19, mostly stem-
ming from vacation trips to 
South Carolina, reached 40 
new cases over the weekend.

The additional cases ap-
pear to be related to the 
recent outbreak. Investi-
gations continue to be con-
ducted by Preston County 
Health Department staff.

Gov. Jim Justice on Friday 
said there are now more than 
100 cases — in 18 counties 
— linked to West Virginians 
traveling to Myrtle Beach.

He predicted there like-
ly would be cases in all 55 
counties eventually due to 
state residents’ penchant for 
traveling to the vacation hot 
spot.

The cumulative numbers 
to Preston County as of Mon-
day are 60 confirmed cas-
es and 14 probable cases, of 
which 32 are considered ac-
tive.

Currently, the health de-
partment has more than 200 
people they are checking on 
daily as part of this sudden 
increase in cases and the po-
tential exposure to the virus 
through community spread.

The health department 

asks everyone to keep in 
mind the recent spike in cas-
es in the county and for ev-
eryone to do what they can 
do to help prevent the fur-
ther spread of the virus in 
the county.

“We all need to be cau-
tious,” Administrator V.J. 
Davis said. “Wear face cov-
erings when in public, social 
distance, wash hands and 
avoid crowded places.”

The governor asked all 

those who have traveled to 
Myrtle Beach to get tested 
upon their return. DHHR 
Secretary Bill Crouch said 
individuals should go to fam-
ily doctors to try to get a test 
ordered; if that doesn’t work, 
go to a local health depart-
ment; look for free testing 
sites as they’re held around 
the state; or, if nothing else 
works, contact the DHHR.

Recent outbreak 
reaches 40 new 
COVID-19 cases
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“We all need to be cautious,” says Preston County Health 
Department Administrator V.J. Davis, citing the recent 
spike in COVID-19 cases.
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KINGWOOD — The 
Preston High School Class 
of 2020’s year did not end 
as originally anticipated 
by the students with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but 
the students made the best 
of it.

Plans for a June 18 out-
door graduation ceremony 
were canceled, and as the 
school board prepared last 
week to discuss whether to 
reschedule another ceremo-
ny, the sudden rise in posi-
tive cases prompted an end 
to any graduation plans.

The virtual graduation, 
created by compiling video 
clips of speeches and each 
graduate receiving a diplo-
ma in separate mini-cere-
monies, will stand as the of-
ficial commencement of the 
Class of 2020.

“Things ended not the 
way anyone wanted,” Prin-
cipal Steve Plum said. “You 
will be remembered as the 
class that adapted and over-
came.”

Co-valedictorians Shane 
and Lydia Ferrell gave a 
joint speech to the Class 
of 2020, alternating state-
ments into a cohesive re-
flection on what their class-

mates have overcome in the 
past year.

“You will truly succeed 
despite the obstacles,” Lyd-
ia Ferrell said. “No matter 
how the next months and 
years play out, we know the 
Class of 2020 will be resil-
ient through every struggle 
including the struggles we 
are facing today.”

Because of the experienc-
es the class has faced this 
past year, the Ferrells said 
the class will be better pre-
pared to face the challenges 
that will be ahead in their 
lives.

Virtual ceremony marks end 
of school for Class of 2020
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Preston High School Principal Steve Plum fist-bumps senior Brianna Malcolm during 
the Class of 2020’s virtual commencement ceremony.
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KINGWOOD — County 
commissioners would like 
the West Virginia Division of 
Highways to begin updating 
them on road projects.

The commissioners were 
receiving regular updates 
from DOH officials prior to 
the closing in-person meet-
ings to the public because of 
COVID-19.

“We get daily email up-
dates from the DOH, but it 
is for all the counties in the 
district,” Commission Pres-

ident Samantha Stone said.
Commissioners were 

asked whether they had any 
updates on upcoming road 
projects because the state’s 
interactive website shows 
only 2 miles being paved in 
the county this year. Accord-
ing to the website, 2.3 miles 
of Laurel Run — Pisgah 
Road will be paved this year.

A part of Aurora Pike 
from the junction of U.S. 50 
and Fox Road were paved in 
May.

“We need to get more clari-
fication on those two miles,” 

Stone said. “There are more 
roads that need to be done.”

Stone said she would ask 
the county technology di-
rector, Bif Armstrong, if he 
would be able to post the dai-
ly DOH update on the coun-
ty’s website at www.pres-
toncountywv.gov, and/or 
the county Facebook page 
at Preston County Commis-
sion WV.

Commissioner Dave Price 
said the DOH has been mow-
ing and patching roads, as 
indicated from a report.
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TERRA ALTA — Terra Al-
ta’s water department will be 
losing one of its water plant op-
erators come the middle of July, 
and with that loss may come a 
boil-water advisory.

Water Board Chairman Jim 
Sypolt told the other members 
of the board that plant operator 
Joe Miller gave his one-month 
notice, and his last day will be 
July 9.

Miller has worked for the 
town for 17 years, and with his 
departure, the town will have 

only one Class II plant operator 
— but the water plant requires 
at least two.

If Terra Alta has just one plant 
operator, a DHHR Environmen-
tal Health Services representa-
tive said the state agency could 
issue a boil-water advisory.

“If you don’t have two Class 
II operators, what will happen is 
we will put the boil-water advi-
sory into effect until you find an-
other operator,” the representa-
tive said. “It is not that the water 
is not safe to drink, but you are 
not meeting the requirements.”

Town of Terra Alta could be put under boil-water advisory
‘Embarrassment’ more than 
safety issue, state official says
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The Terra Alta Water Board conducts a meeting, with Chairman Jim Sypolt attend-
ing by phone. From left are board member Dave Thomas, water employee Joe 
Miller, town Clerk Larry Noland and town Recorder John Trembly.

In order to give em-
ployees of The Preston 
County News & Journal 
time to spend the Inde-
pendence Day holiday 
with their families and 
friends, the office will 
be closed starting Tues-
day, June 30. It will re-
open Tuesday, July 7.

During that time, 
Tuesday’s edition of 
the Journal will be pub-
lished, but there will be 
no July 3 edition of the 
News or July 7 Journal.

Publication will re-
sume with the News on 
July 10.

Holiday 
schedule

See VIRTUAL, A3 See OUTBREAK, A3

See WATER, A3

Commission would like updates from DOH on road projects
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The state Division of Highways had been giving regular road project updates to Preston 
County commissioners until COVID-19 closed commission meetings to the public. See ROADS, A3


