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STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — The 64th  
annual Garrett Coun-
ty Agriculture Fair will 
be held July 31 through 
Aug. 7.

This marks a return to 
regular activities after 
the 2020 fair was canceled 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“While the board al-
ways looks forward to 
fair week, I think this 
year is going to be spe-
cial for all of us,” said Ja-
son Rush, Garrett County 
Fair Board president. “Af-
ter having to take a year 
off, we think there is a lot 
of pent-up demand for all 
the things that make the 
Garrett County Fair spe-
cial to so many. We are an-
ticipating and preparing 
for a large turnout this 
year. We have a great line-

up for entertainment at 

both the track and stage, 

the carnival will be back, 

and the foods we all asso-

ciate with Fair Week will 
taste just a little bit bet-
ter after missing it all last 
year.”

The tentative sched-

ule of events is available 

at garrettcountyfair.org/

schedule-of-events.

Due to the ongoing 

COVID-19 situation, of-
ficials noted that this 
schedule is subject to 
change based on the lat-
est CDC guidelines, state 

and local regulations or 
the change in availability 
of entertainment.

Garrett Co. Agriculture Fair to return July 31-Aug. 7
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The popular Mud Bog is on the schedule for this year’s Garrett County Agriculture Fair.
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Reithoffer Shows will once again provide amusements for 
this year’s fair.

From Staff Reports

McHENRY — The Class 
of 2021 for Northern and 
Southern Garrett high 
schools will hold com-
mencement ceremonies 
Saturday at the Garrett 
County Fairgrounds.

Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions and construction 
on campus for the new per-
forming arts center, gradu-
ation has been moved from 
the traditional Garrett Col-
lege location to the Gar-
rett County Fairgrounds 
Ag Hall for both the com-
mencements.

Having the ceremony at 
the fairgrounds will enable 
the largest crowd possible 
within the parameters of 
the remaining COVID-19 
restrictions, regardless of 
the weather.

Graduations will still 
be held on Saturday, June 
5, with Northern Garrett 

High School starting at 
10 a.m. and Southern Gar-
rett High School at 2 p.m.

Northern seniors must 
arrive no later than 9 a.m. 
The doors for the Northern 
High School ceremony will 
open at 8:30 a.m.

Southern seniors must 
arrive at the fairgrounds 
by 12:30 p.m. Anyone at-
tending graduation must 
be inside and seated by 
1:50 p.m. Students will be 
allowed to bring the num-
ber of guests they indicat-

ed on their graduation sur-
vey. Masking will not be 
required for the audience.

Graduations for the 
Class of 2022 will return 
to Garrett College in the 
Community Aquatics Rec-
reation Center.

High school graduations set Saturday
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This year, high school graduations will be held at the Ag Hall at the Garrett County Fair-
grounds.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — A former 
court employee claims in a 
federal lawsuit that a rela-
tionship with Garrett Coun-
ty’s circuit judge devolved 
into a 2019 sexual assault.

In the suit, which was filed 
May 24, former jury com-
missioner/law librarian Lo-
riann Ludwig alleges that 
Judge Raymond G. Strubin 
on April 
29, 2019, 
made a 
suggestive 
comment 
toward 
Ludwig. 
When she 
refused, 
“Strubin 
became 
enraged, and forcibly had 
sex with Ludwig, without 
her consent,” the suit states.

Strubin has made no com-
ments on the lawsuit’s alle-
gations.

Romantic at first
The lawsuit claims a ro-

mantic relationship devel-
oped between Ludwig and 
Strubin in 2009. Both were 
married and time spent to-
gether was limited to when 
they should have been work-
ing.

In 2014, then-Gov. Martin 
O’Malley appointed Strubin 
as Garrett County’s circuit 
judge, and Strubin arranged 
for Ludwig to get the jury 
commissioner/law librarian 
job “so that they would have 
more time for their roman-
tic relationship at work,” 
the suit states.

Ludwig agreed, both be-
cause of the relationship 
and for an increase in pay 

and benefits from her previ-
ous job — even though she 
did not meet the qualifica-
tions for the position.

“Ludwig genuinely be-
lieved that she was in a re-
lationship with Strubin, 
and would often rendez-
vous with Strubin at the lo-
cal golf club for drinks and 
area motels for sex during 
work hours,” according to 
the lawsuit.

The relationship appar-
ently continued into 2015, 
when Ludwig said she be-
came remorseful and want-
ed to end things. She claimed 
that Strubin told her that if 
she stopped having sex with 
him, he would fire her.

‘More powerful 
than God’

Ludwig said she felt 
trapped in the situation be-
cause she needed the mon-
ey from that job to live. She 
said the judge required her 
to have sex with him numer-
ous times per week at the 
courthouse.

If other employees were 
present, Strubin would use 
hand signals — including 
a “Vulcan salute hand ges-
ture” — to indicate to Lud-
wig that he wanted a sexual 
encounter.

Ludwig claims that she 
kept telling the judge to end 
the relationship, but he pre-
sented her with jewelry and 
gifts. When those didn’t 
work, she said, Strubin re-
sorted to threats of employ-
ment termination.

“Ludwig continued to 
tell Strubin that she want-
ed to end their relationship, 
which enraged Strubin. 
Strubin then began pro-
claiming that he was more 
powerful than God, and that 
if Ludwig stopped having 
sex with him, he would ruin 
her life and the lives of ev-
eryone she knew,” the law-
suit states.

Judge accused of 
sexual assault by 
ex-court employee
Civil lawsuit 
targets Strubin 
on some other 
charges as well

Strubin

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — Garrett 
County COVID-19 survi-
vor Jenny Hesse visited 
the GoVAX Mobile Vacci-
nation Unit site at the Gar-
rett County Fairgrounds 
on Friday to speak in fa-
vor of getting the vaccine.

She ended up in a coma 
for five weeks after she 
contracted the virus.

“It is one of the worst 
things I’ve been through 
in my life, and I’m very, 
very lucky to be here right 
now,” she said. “It’s noth-
ing short of a miracle.”

Hesse noted that when 
the vaccine first came out, 
she was a little skeptical 
and wasn’t sure wheth-
er she was going to get it. 
Because of what she went 
through, she made the de-
cision to go ahead, even 
when she still had anti-
bodies.

“Personally, I never 
want to go through that 
again and I never want to 

see anybody go through 
that,” she said. “There’s 
no need to go through 
that. You can get vacci-
nated and save your life 
and save your mother’s 
life, your father’s life, 
your brother, your sister 
... Save people’s lives by 

getting vaccinated.”
Hesse noted that she 

knows a lot of people have 
fears about the vaccine be-
cause it came out so quick-
ly.

“But your fear real-
ly should be if you’re go-
ing to get COVID and if 

you’re going to die from it, 
because you don’t know. 
COVID affects everybody 
differently, and you don’t 
know how it’s going to af-
fect you until you’ve al-
ready contracted it.”

See ASSAULT, A7

See FAIR, A7

COVID survivor visits GoVAX fairgrounds site
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COVID-19 survivor Jenny Hesse visits the GoVAX mobile site at the fairgrounds on May 
28 to encourage others to get the vaccine. From left are Hesse; Wayne Tiemersma, 
emergency services chief, Garrett County Emergency Services; and Diane Lee, Garrett 
County Health Department public information officer.

See SURVIVOR, A7
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