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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

TERRA ALTA — After a 
meeting last week in Ter-
ra Alta, the state Division 
of Highways says more 
meetings will be sched-
uled about the closed CSX 
bridge.

“There has been no deci-
sion made, but the bridge 
is on our radar, and we’re 
aware that the town and the 
county really would like it 
to be back in service,” DOH 
Railroads and Utilities En-
gineer Sarah Runyon said 
Monday. “Nothing was de-
cided at the meeting.”

She was among a group 
of people who met at the 
bridge Friday morning. 
The meeting was not just 
to discuss the bridge, Run-
yon said.

“We just met there be-

cause that was more than 

one thing we needed to talk 

about. The meeting was 

about more than just the 

Bridge Street bridge.”

That included statewide 

discussions between the 

DOH and CSX, she said. 

“We decided to meet there, 

and then we talked about 

all of our projects state-

wide.”

As for the CSX bridge, 

“I expect there to be fol-

lowup meetings, probably 

to involve the county and 

the city, so that all parties 

involved can sit down and 

talk and find a resolution,” 

Runyon said.

The bridge project design 

was scheduled to go before 
the DOH’s Project Review 
Committee on July 20, but 
that was canceled after the 
meeting was set for Friday 
between the DOH and CSX.

The bridge is owned by 
CSX, and the roads lead-
ing up to it are owned by 
the state. It was closed in 
August 2017. When trains 
go through town, the rail-
road crossings are blocked. 
That means any emergen-
cy service that needs to go 
from one side of Terra Alta 
to the other must make a 
lengthy detour.

The town council also 
said the deteriorating 
bridge is a safety hazard 
to anyone who may walk 
across it and is an eyesore. 
CSX has “No Trespass-
ing” signs at both ends of 
the span, although there 
are clear paths around the 

barriers.
A petition signed by 

more than 200 local resi-
dents, asking for a bridge 
repair or replacement, was 
sent to the county commis-
sion, which forwarded it to 
the DOH.

Preston County com-
missioners, the Terra Alta 
Council and mayor, Terra 
Alta Community Ambu-
lance Service, Terra Alta 
Community Ambulance 
Service and Preston Coun-
ty 911 wrote letters to the 
DOH, asking for some-
thing to be done about the 
bridge. They said the de-
lays it causes for emergency 
services and the dilapidat-
ed condition of the bridge 
pose safety and health haz-
ards, they said, as well as 
being an eyesore.

No decisions: More meetings planned on CSX bridge
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Division of Highways and state employees meet with CSX and AECOM representatives 
at the closed CSX bridge in Terra Alta on Friday.
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KINGWOOD — In less 
than a month, Preston 
County students will begin 
returning to the classroom.

Students will return on 
a staggered schedule, a few 
grades at a time. That’s 
because over the last two 
years, the return to school 
has been anything but nor-
mal, Superintendent Steve 
Wotring said.

“Some of these kids will 
not have been in school for 
over a year. With many of 
the kids who were either 
virtual or just coming back, 
it’s been since March of 
the year before since some 
of them have been in the 
building,” Wotring said.

Bringing in a few grades 
at a time allows school 
staffs to go over protocol 
in smaller groups, get stu-
dents acclimated to the 
building and familiarize 
them with any changes.

“Also, first graders who 
are entering our building 
this year, some of them 
this is the first time they 
will ever have been in a 
school building at all, be-
cause they were very pos-
sibly a pre-K student and 
they did not come; they did 
virtual or home schooling 
for kindergarten,” Wotring 
pointed out.

On Aug. 25, fifth-, eighth-, 
11th- and 12th-graders will 
report to school for orienta-
tion. They will be off then 
until they begin classes 
Aug. 30.

On Aug. 26, second-, 
fourth-, seventh and 
10th-graders will go to 
school for orientation. 
They also will be off then 
until classes begin full-
time Aug. 30.

On Aug. 27, first-, third-, 
sixth- and ninth-graders 
will report, and classes will 
begin Aug. 30. The first day 
of school for pre-K and kin-
dergarten will be Aug. 30.

No masks, less virtual
As of now, there are no 

requirements for students 
or staff to wear masks at 
school.

School superintendents 
from around the state will 
meet Wednesday with the 
state superintendent of 
schools, where any recom-
mendations otherwise will 
be discussed. On Thurs-
day, Wotring will meet with 
county Health Director Dr. 
Fred Conley and Preston 
County Health Depart-
ment Administrator V.J. 
Davis to hear their recom-
mendations as well.

However, additional 
cleaning protocols imple-
mented last year will re-
main.

Last year 700-to-800 
Preston County students 
enrolled in virtual school. 
So far this year, about 38 
students have signed up 
for virtual school. The West 
Virginia Board of Educa-
tion is not requiring coun-
ties to offer virtual school 
to students in grades pre-K 
through fifth.

“I just think that after 
this past year, I think peo-
ple realized how difficult it 
is to educate when you’re 
not in the building — and 
people are just ready to 

try and get back,” Wotring 
said.

Unlike last year, when 
Preston County teachers 
did both in-person and vir-
tual teaching, the board 
hired Edmentum to pro-
vide virtual teaching for 
students.

During the pandemic, 
many parents chose not 
to enroll their children in 
pre-K. Wotring said he be-
lieves enrollment numbers 
are trending back toward 
pre-COVID levels.

Regardless whether they 
are enrolled in-person or 
virtual classes, no student 
should have to wait this 
year to receive a school-is-
sued laptop. Last year, the 
board had to wait on deliv-
ery of some devices because 
of COVID-slowed produc-
tion.

Personnel and 
programs
Preston High School will 

have a new principal when 
school begins. And Pete 
Pell, who is principal at Fel-
lowsville Elementary and 
Rowlesburg School, has 
submitted his retirement 
to the board. On Monday, 
the board hired Greg Cum-
mings to take Pell’s place.

Schools preparing 
for students’ return
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School buses are lined up and ready to go in Preston 
County.
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KINGWOOD — A law-
suit filed by a former Ter-
ra Alta employee has been 
settled out of court.

Wesley Nazelrod filed 
suit Jan. 5, claiming 
wrongful discharge, age 
discrimination, hostile 
work environment, and 
tort of outrage (the inten-
tional infliction of emo-
tional distress).

Terra Alta Mayor James 
“Monk” Tasker said Fri-
day that the town’s insur-

ance carrier and attorneys 
in the suit agreed to keep 
the settlement terms con-
fidential.

“No comment at this 
time,” Tasker said.

The settlement, signed 
July 1 by Preston County 
Circuit Judge Steve Shaf-
fer, says that “the parties 
jointly move the Court to 
dismiss this matter with 
prejudice.” Dismissing a 
suit with prejudice means 
it cannot be filed again.

The dismissal does not 
say how much, if anything, 
either party is paying out. 

The order says that each 
side will pay its own costs 
and attorney fees.

Attorneys in the case 
did not reply to messag-
es requesting comment 
in time for this report. 
The town was represent-
ed by Kenneth Hopper of 
Pullin, Fowler, Flanagan, 
Brown & Poe PLLC of 
Morgantown. Nazelrod’s 
attorney was Erika Klie 
Kolenich of the Klie Law 
Offices PLLC in Buckhan-
non.

Former Terra Alta worker’s lawsuit 
against town settled out of court
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KINGWOOD — Preston 
County Schools will receive 
another $10.23 million in 
federal funding.

Superintendent Steve 
Wotring told the Board of 
Education Monday that the 
Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief 
Funds are the third round 
of federal stimulus funds, 
provided through the Amer-
ican Recovery Plan.

“We had to go do a presen-
tation before a state group 

to get approval for what 
we were going to do,” the 
superintendent explained. 
“And there are all kinds 
of limitations with feder-
al dollars. So as a staff we 
sat down and put together 
a budget.”

The state approved all of 
the expenditures proposed 
by the county, he said.

Most of the money will go 
into “unfinished learning.” 
The county isn’t calling it 
“learning loss,” Wotring 
said. “We haven’t lost any-
thing.”

The money includes:

— Professional positions, 
$510,000, including two 
writing coaches, as well as 
an instructional coach at 
the high school.

“In looking at our data in 
reading/language art skills, 
it is the writing that is pull-
ing those scores down more 
than the reading ability of 
students,” Wotring said.

— Extended learning 
program, $2.3 million, to 
include summer, and be-
fore and after school pro-
graming.

Preston County Schools 
to get $10.23 million in 
federal stimulus funds
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The Preston County Board of Education meets Monday.
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