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FAIRMONT — Dr. Mirta Mar-
tin has signed a new, three-year 
contract to continue acting as 
president of Fairmont State Uni-
versity, which is a decision made 
two months after the contract 
was offered.

Martin said she signed the con-
tract just ahead of the university 
Board of Governors’ meeting on 
Dec. 5, a little over two months 
after the contract was offered to-
ward the end of September. The 
new contract, which began last 
month, will see Martin act as 
president through 2022.

“I’m very grateful to have the 
opportunity to lead this institu-
tion for another three years,” 
Martin said. “I believe that much 
has been achieved in the last two 
years, not the least of which has 
been attaining the financial sta-
bility that we’ve been able to 

achieve. The faculty, staff, stu-
dent and community all em-
braced the mission of becoming a 
destination, and part of that mis-
sion has to involve the financial 
stability of the institution.”

The board discussed Martin’s 
contract during a two-and-a-
half hour long executive session 
during a special meeting in Sep-
tember, finally leading to a unan-
imous offering of the contract. 
Many community members came 
to the meeting, waiting through 
its entire duration in the hall, to 
show support for Martin.

While the official amount of 
the contract cannot be disclosed 
to the public until the Higher Ed-
ucation Policy Commission ap-
proves of it later this week, Mar-
tin said that it’s very close to her 
original contract, which, accord-
ing to West Virginia State Audi-
tor’s Office, paid out just under 
$264,000 in 2018.

Dr. Mirta Martin signs 3-year contract with FSU

Dr. Mirta Martin said she is excited by the “boundless opportunities” at Fairmont State University.

Freddie the Falcon and Fairmont 
State University President Dr. Mirta 

Martin enjoy the school’s bonfire 
and pep rally ahead of the school’s 

big homecoming game.
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