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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The 
Preston County Board of 
Education announced its 
new COVID-19 protocols 
this week.

The protocol, passed 
unanimously by the board 
on Monday, relies on a 
combination of masks 
and watching the state’s 
COVID-19 map and the 
number of cases at each 
school.

Masks will be required 
inside school buildings and 
on school buses until Nov. 
1. After that, if the coun-
ty is in the red three con-
secutive days or more on 
the state Department of 
Health and Human Re-
sources COVID alert map, 
masks will be mandated 
again. If Preston Coun-
ty is gold, yellow or green 
on the map for five consec-

utive days, masks will be-
come optional.

On Dec. 1, schools will 
begin using percentages 
of students in each school 
testing positive to deter-
mine whether masks will 
be required. More infor-
mation will be announced 
on that later.

The action is not what 

Superintendent Steve 
Wotring said he thought 
was recommended by a 
committee formed after 
the last board meeting to 
work on COVID protocols, 
but said he will enforce 
whatever policy the board 
passed.

Terri Kisner said there 
were parents like her who 

attended the last board 
meeting with good inten-
tions, ready to work to-
gether to find ways to get 
kids back in school. When 
the COVID committee was 
formed, she said, they took 
information to it.

“I believe some in atten-
dance had no intention of 
listening to what anybody 

else had to say. They were 
there to listen to rebuttal 
or listen to shutdown,” Kis-
ner said. They had not ex-
pected Wotring to attend, 
she said.

Stephanie Grando said 
she was “indignant” after 
the committee meeting and 
said it was “nothing that it 
was supposed to be,” which 

she said was an open fo-
rum for parents, two board 
members and principals 
to talk to one another. In-
stead, there were also nurs-
es and teachers there, too, 
she said.

So Kisner, Harrison and 
some others held their own 
committee meeting and 
brought the proposed pro-
tocol to the board that was 
passed. There was no for-
mal vote taken by the com-
mittee to poll its members 
on what policy they want-
ed, Kisner said.

“In our defense, we really 
tried,” Board Member Pam 
Feathers, who was a mem-
ber of the committee, said.

Before it discussed the 
county COVID policy, the 
board went into closed ses-
sion for 35 minutes to dis-
cuss “COVID protocol per-
sonnel.”

Mask requirements extended in Preston schools
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The Preston County Board of Education agreed to a new COVID-19 policy Monday.
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KINGWOOD — And the 
winner of the 2021 Buck-
wheat Cake Eating Con-
test is Buddy Turner of 
Kingwood.

Turner was the first to 
finish his 12 hot buckwheat 
cakes on Wednesday eve-
ning in one minute, 20 sec-
onds.

In second place was Josh 
Montgomery, who is one of 
the senior escorts to the 
senior princesses in this 
year’s Buckwheat Festival. 
In third place was second 
runner-up to King Buck-
wheat, Jacob Burns. King 
Buckwheat J.J. Reese came 
in a close fourth place.

In 2018 and 2019, King 
Buckwheats Noah Thomas 
and Hunter Thomas both 
won first place in the roy-
alty court’s eating compe-
tition.

This year, however, mem-
bers of the court faced off 
with the public in a single 
contest.

The competition was the 

brainchild of former gen-
eral chairman Darla Moy-
ers, who said there needed 
to be a contest during the 
festival.

“Brad Martin and I al-
ways said we need to have 
a buckwheat cake eating 
contest, so since I was the 
general chairman,” Moy-
ers said, “I had brought it 
before the fire department, 
and they approved.”

And it has proven to be a 
crowd-drawing event.

The first-place winner re-
ceives the entire purse that 
was collected from the reg-
istration fees, as well as 
bragging rights.

Second- and third-prize 
winners receive a compli-
mentary buckwheat cake 
ticket to use at the commu-
nity building.

As it comes to the festi-
val, it officially kicked off 
on Thursday with rides and 
exhibits opening at noon. 
Judging of livestock began 
Wednesday into Thursday 
and today.

Today and Saturday, 
buckwheat cake and sau-
sage dinners will be served 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Kingwood Community 
Building on Brown Avenue. 
On Sunday, dinners will be 
served from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Winner quickly eats 
12 buckwheat cakes

Buddy Turner 
captures  
third annual   
eating contest
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Kingwood resident Buddy Turner swallows his remaining 
buckwheat cakes to become the 2021 Buckwheat Cake 
Eating Contest winner on Wednesday.

From Staff Reports

KINGWOOD — 
COVID-19 is causing a vol-
unteer shortage at the 79th 
annual Preston County 
Buckwheat Festival.

“We are still looking for 
people,” Kitchen and Din-
ing Room Chairman Chip 
Royce said Thursday.

There are openings at 
the Kingwood Communi-
ty Building kitchens and 
serving staff all day today. 
Anyone who wants to help 
can just come to the com-
munity building.

On Sunday, firefighters 
will be staffing the kitch-
en from 8 a.m. until noon. 

Thirty more people are 
needed to fill the staff the 
rest of the day. Sixty to 90 
people are needed each day 
at the community building.

“It’s tough. This is a ter-
rible year,” Royce said. 
“People are still uneasy 
about putting themselves 
out there.”

Initially, all the kitch-
ens were filled with groups 
that would receive a por-
tion of the sales for their 
group in return for their 
work. Groups even came 
from other counties, such 
as a Marion County 4-H 
group.

But about three weeks 
ago, bands, 4-H clubs and 
others began canceling, 
Royce said.

If you would like to sign 
up your group to work a 
kitchen or want to help, 
contact Royce at 304-216-
5036 or diningroom@
buckwheatfest.com.

Buckwheat Festival still needs volunteers
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Customers line up at the French fry stand.
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KINGWOOD — 
COVID-19 cases in Preston 
County rose by 278 since 
Sept. 23, with three addi-
tional deaths in the past 
week.

The county had 365 ac-
tive cases as of Monday, and 
of those active cases, 12 are 
children, according to Pres-
ton County Health De-
partment registered nurse 
Jeanne Welch. The West Vir-
ginia Department of Health 
and Human Resources re-
ported 341 active cases as of 
Wednesday.

“We continue to add and 
remove active cases from our 
lists,” Welch said.

And although the depart-
ment is overwhelmed, they 
are taking the COVID-19 
cases off as soon as they can 
when people pass the iso-
lation period and have no 
symptoms for two days.

“Right now, we have a Na-
tional Guardsman with us, 
so he is helping us with inter-
viewing people who have the 
virus,” Welch said. “A lot of 
the transmission we are see-

ing is community spread.”
Health Department Ad-

ministrator V.J. Davis said 
they have confirmed an ad-
ditional 115 COVID-19 cas-
es just between Monday 
through Wednesday.

“We anticipate we will see 
a surge in cases after the 
Buckwheat Festival,” Da-
vis said. “We do not believe 

we are seeing a surge in cas-
es from the music festival a 
couple of weekends ago.”

Davis said while he was at 
the music festival on Mar-
vin’s Mountaintop in Ma-
sontown, the majority of the 
license plates were from out 
of state.

“Although state public 
health officials indicate we 

are seeing the peak of this 
current surge, please be 
aware in Preston County 
we are still seeing a rise in 
case numbers,” Davis said. 
“Preston County currently 
has the fourth highest infec-
tion rate of all West Virginia 
counties.”

COVID-19 surge hasn’t reached 
its peak yet in Preston County
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The Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine may be administered as a booster shot for qualified recip-
ients.
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