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PRESTON NEWS & 

JOURNAL EDITOR

KINGWOOD — What 
started Saturday morning 
as conflict and confronta-
tion between dueling ral-
lies ended with both sides 
marching off together in a 
display of uneasy unity.

A Black Lives Matter 
march took place in King-
wood with about 50 peo-
ple from Preston County, 
Monongalia County and 
elsewhere marching from 
the municipal pool parking 
lot north on Price Street 
until reaching the Preston 
County Courthouse.

That drew a response of 
about 75 people opposed to 
the BLM movement rally-
ing in Preston County — 
and firearms were readily 
apparent on both sides of 

the issue.
“Hate has no home here 

in Preston County,” Del-
egate Danielle Walker, 
D-Monongalia, told sup-
porters prior to the march. 
“Hate has no home here 
in our beautiful Moun-
tain State of West Virgin-
ia. Hate has no home in the 
United States of America.”

Earlier in the morn-
ing, those opposed to the 
march began gathering in 
the Wal-Mart parking lot.

“We have no problems 
here,” said Melvin Bank-
head of Bruceton Mills. 
“We’re not here to start 
trouble. We’re here in case 
trouble starts.”

“We made it clear that 
we’re not starting any-
thing,” added Bob Miller 
of Bruceton Mills.

Well-armed Black Lives Matter rally held in Kingwood
Confrontational sides end 
event by leaving as one group
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Both sides at the Black Lives Matter march held Saturday in Kingwood had armed representation.See RALLY, A3

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

HAZELTON — FCC Ha-
zelton is reporting three in-
mates with COVID-19.

The cases within the federal 
inmate population are listed on 
the Bureau of Prison’s website 
at www.bop.gov/coronavirus. 
The website updates at 3 p.m. 
daily.

Requests for confirmation 
from the Bureau of Prisons 
and union officials were not re-
turned.

On Aug. 28, FCC Hazelton 
Local 420 Executive Vice Pres-
ident J. Tarovisky informed the 
Preston County News & Jour-
nal of the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice’s plan to send sick inmates 
to federal prisons throughout 
the country.

Whether those inmates had 
COVID-19 appeared to be the 
key question, because the Mar-
shals Service may not have 
been testing or quarantining 
the inmates.

“We fought hard to keep the 
COVID-19 pandemic from in-
festing the Hazelton complex,” 
Tarovisky had said. “The agen-
cy has implemented some im-
portant safeguards to keep our 
prisons from becoming COVID 
hot spots.”

Tarovisky accused the Mar-

shals Service of “sending sick 
inmates throughout the entire 
country and disregarding the 
important testing/quarantine 
protocols that the BOP has de-
veloped.”

The union official had said 
he was aware of at least four 
prisons in the region receiving 
COVID-positive inmates.

He said new inmates are typ-
ically housed in regional and 
county facilities, and then are 
transferred to federal facilities 
without first being quarantined 
or tested for coronavirus.

“I have also been advised that 
other facilities in West Virgin-

ia (McDowell and Alderson) are 
receiving these new, untested 
inmates, as well,” Tarovisky 
had said.

Tarovisky said the BOP is 
powerless to refuse the inmates 
from the Marshals Service.

“Due to the apparent bureau-
cracy involved when dealing 
with separate agencies, it ap-
pears that our own BOP lead-
ership is powerless to stop the 
U.S. Marshals Service from do-
ing this, even though these ac-
tions endanger the health and 
safety of our communities, staff 
and inmates,” Tarovisky wrote.

FCC Hazelton reports 
first COVID-19 cases
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FCC Hazelton has three inmates infected with COVID-19, accord-
ing to the website at www.bop.gov/coronavirus

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The McGrew So-
ciety celebrated the achievement of 
13 Preston County students on Sat-
urday by inducting them into the 
Order of the Rhododendron.

The 13 students were divid-
ed into two groups for induction 
on the front lawn of the McGrew 
House in Kingwood, with two sep-
arate ceremonies due to COVID-19.

“Thank you for joining us today in 
honoring these students who have 
shown academic excellence in West 
Virginia history and the teachers 
who have encouraged them,” soci-
ety Secretary Susan Hardesty said.

The scholars included Alex 

Burns of Albright; Jesse DeSantis 
of Masontown; Joshua Foy of Auro-
ra; Braxton Hartsell of Terra Alta; 
Evan Keech of Kingwood; Mason 
Kelly of Reedsville; Lydia MacK-
enzie of Albright; Rebecca Moy-
er of Kingwood; Gehrig Newcom-
er of Masontown; Jason Saucer of 
Hazelton; Joyjada Show; Carson 
Stone of Reedsville; and Jackson 
Turner of Masontown.

Bernatowicz shared with the 
group that the Order of the Rho-
dodendron was created and spear-
headed by society Vice President 
Marion Mace to honor the county’s 
top scorers on the Golden Horse-
shoe exam each year.

Order of Rhododendron 
inducts thirteen pupils
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Shown are students from the first of two ceremonies to induct 13 Golden 
Horseshoe winners from Preston County into the Order of Rhododendron 
on Saturday.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

ALBRIGHT — Town 
officials say the problem 
with off-road vehicles on 
Albright streets is grow-
ing faster and faster.

At Wednesday’s town 
council meeting, repre-
sentatives expressed con-
cern about the problem 
and doubt about reaching 
a solution.

Mayor Roger Titch-
nell said side-by-sides, 

dirt bikes and other unli-
censed vehicles are being 
driven in town with little 
regard for traffic laws and 
personal safety.

“I see some of them 
coming up the street, and 
there’s not much we can 
do about it,” Titchnell 
said. “We don’t have a po-
lice officer, so there’s not 
much we can do.”

Councilman Brian Sny-
der said he would have 
less of a problem if the 

speed of the off-road vehi-
cles were kept under con-
trol.

“I’ve had problems 
where [a dirt bike rider] 
has come past my house 
doing 50 mph,” Snyder 
said. “He gets them out 
at midnight or 1 o’clock at 
night and rides them. … I 
don’t care if you’re riding, 
but you should at least re-
spect the public.”

The mayor offered to 
have a sign put up in Sny-

der’s neighborhood which 
would caution motorists 
that there are children 
in the area and to slow 
down.

Snyder agreed to the 
idea, so that “if I call the 
law and they come down, 
I can say here’s a sign the 
town put up.”

Titchnell said speed 
bumps would require ad-
ditional signage and costs, 
however.

Off-road vehicle problem growing fast in Albright
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Albright Councilman Brian Snyder, center, talks Wednes-
day about the high rate of speed at which dirt bikes are 
traveling near his residence. He is flanked by Council-
woman Linda Miller and Councilman Michael Stahl.
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