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STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Two Oak-
land residents and a Mor-
gantown, W.Va., man have 
been arrested in connec-
tion with an alleged “ret-
ribution” death in Pres-
ton County, W.Va., in which 
a Detroit man is already 
charged with first-degree 
murder.

The investigation en-
compasses three states and 
multiple police agencies, 
and it includes allegations 
of drug sales, kidnapping 
and murder.

Damon Lamont Hud-

gens, 21, 
is charged 
with 
first-de-
gree mur-
der in the 
death of 
Jimmy 
Lee Bar-
kley, 41, 
whose ad-
dress on 
court doc-
uments in 
Septem-
ber was 
listed as 
705 Stoy-
er Mine 
Road, 
Oakland.

According to news releas-
es from the Garrett Coun-
ty and the Preston Coun-
ty sheriff’s departments, 
detectives from the Gar-
rett County Sheriff’s Office 

Criminal Investigation Di-
vision began investigating 
the kidnapping of Barkley 
on Oct. 14.

Police 
say that 
late on 
Oct. 12 
through 
early 
Oct. 13, 
Dashawn 
Nichelle 
Scott, 25, 
and Roy 
Tyson 
Cheshire, 
20, “as-
sisted 
the Mor-
gantown/
Detroit 
group in 
locating 
Barkley” 
at the Oakland residence.

The releases go on to say 

that Scott, Cheshire and 
Andrew William Wassick, 
24, of Morgantown “locat-
ed Barkley inside the resi-
dence, stripped him down, 
tied him up and forced him 
into a vehicle that took him 
to a Preston County cabin. 
Upon arrival, a complete-
ly subdued Barkley was re-
linquished to an unknown 
male, who had directed the 
subjects to find him for ret-
ribution. Shortly thereaf-
ter, witnesses reported they 
heard multiple gunshots in 
the wooded area near the 
cabin.”

According to the crimi-
nal complaint against Hud-
gens, on Oct. 13, he, “along 
with others,” kidnapped 
Barkley from Garrett 
County and drove him to a 
house at 632 Kight Road in 
the Lead Mine area of Pres-
ton County.

After arriving at the 
house, Hudgens “walked a 
fully restrained Jimmy Lee 
Barkley to a secluded area 
near the residence and pre-
meditatedly killed him,” the 
criminal complaint says.

On Oct. 14, members of 
the Pennsylvania State Po-
lice Troop B Vice/Narcotic 
Unit and the West Virgin-
ia Mon Metro Drug Task 
Force conducted multiple 
operations in Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania, and Morgan-
town.

Hudgens was arrested in 
Monongalia County, W.Va., 
on Oct. 14 and charged with 
felony counts of possession 
of fentanyl, meth, cocaine 
base and marijuana with in-
tent to deliver and conspir-
acy. According to criminal 
complaints in Mononga-
lia County, the Mon Metro 
Drug Task Force executed a 

search warrant at 132 Lo-
rentz St., Morgantown, on 
Oct. 14.

Darrell Pettaway, 31, of 
Detroit; Kathryn Rodri-
guez, 28, of Morgantown; 
and Wassick were also ar-
rested in Morgantown on 
multiple drug charges.

On Saturday, Garrett 
County deputies received 
information about the 
shooting and where it oc-
curred. Preston County 
sheriff’s deputies went to 
the Kight Road address, 
along with K-9 units from 
the Grafton Volunteer Fire 
Department K-9 Search 
and Rescue Team. Bark-
ley’s remains were found, 
police said, and the West 
Virginia State Police Crime 
Scene Team processed the 
scene.

Kidnapping, murder alleged in multi-state drug case
Oakland resident 
tied up and shot  
in Preston Co., 
authorities say

Hudgens

Scott

Cheshire

Barkley

See MURDER, A5

Marching, dancing and crafting at Autumn Glory

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Members of Brenda’s Body Shop were singing and 
dancing in the rainy Grand Feature Parade on Saturday 
in downtown Oakland. The team used umbrellas from 
the “Weathering Life’s Storms” campaign to benefit 
Cindy’s Fund. 

 Staff photo by Trevor King

The Southern Garrett High School marching band performs under 
the Northern lights Saturday as the Battle of the Bands returned to 
the Autumn Glory Festival.

Staff photo by Brenda Ruggiero

After the Garrett County Chamber of Com-
merce canceled the arts and crafts show at 
the fairgrounds in McHenry because of con-
tinuing COVID-19 concerns, a replacement 
event was held by a private sponsor.

by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Mission 
work can be rewarding but 
grueling — and sometimes 
outright dangerous.

A group of 17 men, wom-
en and children performed 
outreach work at the Mai-
son La Providence de Dieu 

orphanage in Ganthier, 
Croix-des-Bouquets, Hai-
ti, on Saturday. While on 
the return journey from 
the Port Au Prince suburb, 
the Christian Aid Minis-
tries vehicle was stopped 
by members of the “400 
Mawozo” gang, and all oc-
cupants were taken hos-
tage.

Now, family members 
and friends in Garrett 
County are awaiting word 
of a positive resolution in 
the kidnapping of the 16 
Americans and one Cana-
dian.

A grandmother prays 
for the safe return of her 
grandchildren and their 
mother, who are counted 
among the 17. A local au-
thor recalls her friendship 
with another family. And 
the local community waits 
and watches.

On request of the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation 
and Christian Aid Minis-
tries, The Garrett County 
Republican is not identi-
fying the hostages or any 
members of their families.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — As the cumulative total of 
COVID-19 cases in Garrett County passed 
3,000 on Tuesday, many people are hoping 
to receive a third dose of a vaccine.

Garrett County Health Officer Bob Ste-
phens told the county commissioners that 
for some people, it may not be possible in 
the short term because of the brand of vac-
cine that was distributed locally.

“Our phones have been lighting up,” 
Stephens said. “People are saying, ‘I want 
to schedule a booster vaccine,’ and we 
can’t get it because it’s not approved yet. 
People who need the third dose because 
they’re immunocompromised — yes, we 
can. If people would just be patient, I know 
there are a lot of people interested in the 
booster dose.”

Additional doses have been approved 
for people who are immunocompro-
mised, such as those who have received 
stem cell transplants or are undergoing 
some types of cancer treatment, Stephens 
said. They are eligible for a second dose 
of Johnson & Johnson or a third dose of 
Moderna or Pfizer.

However, the only vaccine approved for 
a booster dose is Pfizer. That presents an 
issue because much of the early distribu-
tion by the Garrett County Health Depart-
ment was Moderna, which can’t be used 
for boosters.

“Currently, most people in Garrett 
County have the Moderna vaccine, and it 
has not yet been approved,” Stephens said.

Pfizer was used in long-term care facil-
ities, which were covered under federal 
vaccination programs, he added.

In the coming weeks, approval of the 
Moderna vaccine for a booster is expected. 
The Food and Drug Administration com-
pletes an approval process, and the results 
are sent to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, which then issues its 
recommendation. It will then be up to the 
states on whether to follow that recom-
mendation.

Locals wanting Moderna 
boosters will have to wait

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Garrett County Health Officer Bob Ste-
phens discusses the demand for booster 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday.

See BOOSTERS, A5

Kidnapping in Haiti hits home
Garrett residents 
awaiting word  
on abducted 
family, friends

AP photo

People protest for the release of kidnapped missionaries near the missionaries’ head-
quarters in Titanyen, north of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday. A group of 17 U.S. mission-
aries, including children, was kidnapped by a gang in Haiti on Saturday, according to a 
voice message sent to various religious missions by an organization with direct knowl-
edge of the incident.

See HAITI, A5
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