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New Creek Primary 

honors veterans

Submitted photo

U.S. Navy veteran David Shaw poses for a photo with his grandchildren, Ethan Conrad, 
first grade, and Ella Conrad, fourth grade, during New Creek Primary School’s recent 
Veterans Day celebration. The students decorated the halls of the school with red, white 
and blue and treated their veterans to breakfast. For additional photos, see Page A5.

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

PIEDMONT, W.Va. (WV News) — 
The City of Piedmont has received five 
applications for the city clerk position, 
but interested persons have until the 
end of day Friday to apply.

Piedmont’s former clerk, Carrie 
Lewis, resigned last month, giving only 
a verbal notice and no reason for her 
departure.

Since that time, mayor Paula Boggs 
and part-time assistant clerk Sharon 
Shumaker have been keeping the city 
office running.

Wednesday, Boggs said they had re-
ceived five applications so far, and they 
hope to begin interviews as soon as pos-
sible.

Council member Rhonda Niland 

made a motion during the regular 
Wednesday Council meeting to go 
ahead with hiring someone if a viable 
candidate is found rather than wait 
to officially approve the person at the 
next council meeting, which is not un-
til Dec. 7.

Greg Harvey seconded the motion, 
which passed 4-0. Council member 
Paul Coleman was not present.

Terry LaRue noted that the best can-
didate should be proficient in Quick-
books as well as general secretarial and 
computer programs.

Applications are available at the city 
office at 52 Second St., from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Resumes may be dropped off there, 
or emailed to office@cityofpiedmont.
org.

City of Piedmont 
looking for new clerk
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Piedmont City Hall

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — The Keyser City 
Council will hold a special 
meeting Friday at 3 p.m. to 
set the wheels in motion for 
seeking additional fund-
ing needed to construct a 
sludge storage building at 
the wastewater treatment 
plant.

The proposal to build 
a sludge storage building 
was initiated during the 
previous administration 

as a means of saving mon-
ey on the cost of dispos-
al of the sludge. With the 
city making several trips a 
week to dump the materi-

al at a Tucker County fa-
cility for a cost of approxi-
mately $700 each trip, the 
city officials felt being able 
to store the sludge locally 
would help cut down on the 
number of trips.

When the current ad-
ministration took office, 
they voted in August 2020 
to proceed with the plan to 
secure funding for the stor-
age building, with a cost es-
timate of $1.1 million.

The motion was made 
with the stipulation that 

the building be entirely 
grant funded.

According to city admin-
istrator Jeff Broadwater, 
however, when the bids for 
the building were opened 
last month, “the bids for 
construction alone came in 
at around $2 million.

“Obviously, we are short 
of funding,” he said.

The engineers, however, 
were able to secure an addi-
tional $500,000 in grants, 
“which still puts us approx-
imately $400,000 short,” 

Broadwater said.
He proposed applying 

for additional funding, but 
with the same stipulation 
as the original motion.

“We promised the citi-
zens and we continue to 
promise them that this 
sludge building would 
be 100% grant funded,” 
Broadwater said, adding 
that “we’re at the point 
now that it can be 100% 
grant funding, even though 
the bids came in at double 
the original estimate.”

Broadwater said they 
were also working on 
downsizing the building a 
bit in order to keep the cost 
as low as possible.

During Friday’s special 
meeting, the council is ex-
pected to hold the first read-
ing of an ordinance autho-
rizing the construction and 
application for funding.

The meeting is open to 
the public.

The next regular-
ly-scheduled council meet-
ing is Dec. 6.

Keyser calls special meeting for sludge building funding

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — With only one 
contractor eligible to sub-
mit a bid for the massive 
multi-million-dollar court-
house complex renovation 
project, the Mineral Coun-
ty Commission agreed this 
week to re-advertise for 
bids.

The project will include 
renovating the top floor of 
the judicial annex and mov-
ing several of the county of-
fices there, including the 
county clerk and sheriff’s 
tax office. The main court-
house would be renovated 
to better accommodate the 
circuit court judges, circuit 

clerk, probation and prose-
cuting attorney.

Tuesday, architect Tom 
Pritts said only one con-
tractor had attended the 
required pre-bid meeting, 
which meant that business 
would be the only one eligi-
ble to submit a bid.

He asked the commis-
sioners if they felt the 
county should try to get 
some additional interest in 
the project.

County administrator 
Luke McKenzie noted that 
the chairman of the Min-
eral County Building Com-
mission felt comfortable 
with the one contractor 
and that he “really thinks 
they will submit a fair bid.”

Commission president 

Jerry Whisner said, howev-
er, he felt the county should 
advertise again. Commis-
sioners Richard Lechliter 
and Roger Leatherman 
agreed.

Pritts noted that re-ad-
vertising would push the 
timeline back.

“We’re probably look-
ing at January to open the 
bids,” he said.

McKenzie also told the 
commissioners in a related 
note that the courthouse 
had been approved for a 
$64,000 grant, which is 
“approximately 80% of the 
cost” of the replacement 
and/or restoration of win-
dows in the historic build-
ing.

“I figure it will be April or 

May before that gets start-
ed,” he said.

In the meantime, McK-
enzie said the Smith and 
Nelson buildings, the two 
buildings on Armstrong 
Street slated to be torn 
down for courthouse park-
ing, are being readied and 
demolition will probably 
begin around the first of 
December.

Work also continues on 
framing and drywalling the 
offices in the former Key-
ser Decorating Center and 
Lynn’s Art Classes build-
ing on Armstrong Street, 
where the county will place 
its commission administra-
tion offices.

Commission to re-advertise for bids on courthouse renovation project

 

Mineral County Courthouse


