
Friday, November 6, 202075¢ 75¢

 ELECTION 2020, Page A5  SERVICE SCHEDULE, Pages B3-4 FOR THE RECORD, Page A2

prestonnj.com

Pet of the Week .................. A3

Classified ......................... B6-7

Crossword & Games ............ B7

304-329-0090

or 1-800-244-6872

Copyright 2020 • WV News

Kingwood, WV  26537

Find us onObituaries ........................... A7

Opinion ............................... A6

Sports ............................. B1-2

INSIDE

INDEX

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The 
Preston County Health 
Department has reported 
33 new cases of COVID-19 
within the past week, which 
has pushed the county up 
into “gold” status on the 
color-coded warning map.

There were 21 cases this 
past weekend, followed 
by two announced Mon-
day and 10 on Wednesday. 
Preston County has a to-
tal of 221 confirmed cases, 
of which 45 are considered 
active.

There are another 29 
probable cases in which 
there is a close contact of a 
positive case who has devel-
oped symptoms or someone 
who has met clinical crite-
ria, but has not received a 
confirmatory test result.

“Preston County’s col-
or code changed to yellow,” 
Preston County Health De-
partment Administrator 

V.J. Davis said. “Howev-
er, our incident rate is ‘or-
ange.’”

However, on Thursday 
morning, the Department 
of Health and Human Re-
sources’ online map of 
all counties had Preston 
County labeled as “gold” 
for the 4.43% positivity 
rate for the day.

The color codes are used 
to determine how schools 
should proceed during the 

pandemic. Each week, the 
map of West Virginia coun-
ties is updated at 5 p.m. 
Saturday based on the 
prevalence of coronavirus 
cases. The determination is 
used to map out in-person 
instruction and athletics 
and extracurricular activ-
ities for the coming week.

The decision is based on 
the lower number of two 
indicators over seven days: 
the positivity rate by per-

centage of cases from test-
ing, and the infection rate.

Preston’s positivity rate 
of 4.43% is a lower metric 
than the current infection 
rate, 20.08, which would 
place Preston County at 
the orange level.

At the yellow level, stu-
dent cohorting is increased 
to limit exposure outside 
those core groups. Assem-
blies are limited to areas 
in which social distanc-

ing is possible. Students 
in grades three to five will 
wear face coverings on bus-
es and in areas where so-
cial distancing isn’t possi-
ble. Students in grades six 
and up will wear masks 
full-time.

At the gold level, ath-
letic events can only take 
place with in-county teams 
or with teams from other 
counties that are also in 
the gold status. Students in 
grades three and up would 
wear masks at all times, 
and there is no assemblies 
or large group activities.

If the county were to 
reach orange, in-person in-
struction would be halted 
and no extracurricular or 
athletic events would take 
place. The same would oc-
cur at the red level, except 
that the actions would be 
immediate, rather than 
waiting for the state to see 
what color a county is at on 
Saturday evening.

Two school-related cases 

were announced earlier in the 
week on the Preston County 
Schools Facebook page.

On Sunday, one case of a 
student with the virus was 
reported for Preston High 
School, prompting the shut-
down of in-person instruc-
tion for one day, Monday, 
followed by Election Day. 
Activities and athletics for 
the day were canceled.

On Tuesday, a non-in-
structional staff member 
at Aurora School was an-
nounced as a positive case. 
No actions at the school 
were listed in the an-
nouncement.

Preston County is ex-
periencing the highest in-
crease in new and active 
cases since the start the 
pandemic.

The health department 
cannot stress enough the 
importance of taking pre-
cautions to stop the spread 
of the virus to the public.

Dozens of new cases push Preston into ‘gold’
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Preston High School, along with Bruceton School, each had one case of COVID-19 con-
firmed over the weekend.
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KINGWOOD — Preston 
County’s three state repre-
sentatives were re-elected 
to their positions on Tues-
day.

Sen. 
Randy E. 
Smith, 
R-Tuck-
er, was 
chosen by 
voters for 
a second 
term in 
the 14th 
District.

Smith 
handily won the 
multi-county district with 
35,191 votes — with more 
than 11,000 coming from 
Preston County. Democrat 
David Childers received 
13,254 votes.

“I was very humbled 
with getting 78% of the 

vote from the eight coun-
ties I represent,” Smith 
said. “I want to thank ev-
eryone for having enough 
confidence to give me an-
other term.”

Smith said there are sev-
eral things he wants to fo-
cus on during the upcom-
ing legislative session, and 
that includes roads, broad-
band, and ways to creative-
ly fund counties.

He will be reintroduc-
ing his road bill this ses-
sion with a few tweaks. 
Smith said he has discov-
ered what problems some 
of the other legislators had 
had with the bill.

“The biggest was ac-
countability,” Smith said. 
“I am not going to change 
that. We need the transpar-
ency and accountability.”

He recognizes that a lot of 
the roads have been at least 
worked on to make them 
passable. But he would like 

to see the 
focus on 
mainte-
nance of 
the roads 
and ac-
count-
ability 
do every 
year.

Smith 
is also going to be work-
ing on the need for broad-
band availability through-
out West Virginia.

“I have been preaching 
about this for eight years,” 
Smith said. “This pandem-
ic has shown us the need 
for broadband throughout 
the state.”

He said the state needs 
to figure out a way to keep 
these kids in school. There 
is going to have to be an-
other option to get the stu-
dents their education.

Terri Funk Sypolt, 
R-Preston, was re-elected 

as delegate from the 52nd 
District. She fended off 
Democrat Junior Wolfe in 
a 4,599 to 2,925 vote.

She is also very grateful 
to the voters for choosing 
her as their representative.

“Thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart. I am so 
grateful for the vote of confi-
dence my constituents have 
shown again,” Sypolt said. 
“This is my third term, and 
the only thing I can promise 
is that I will work to the best 
of my ability. I will stick with 
my beliefs. I will be a conser-
vative voter, and my biggest 
interest is in the next gener-
ation. I believe that is where 
we need to focus and that is 
my goal.”

Like Smith, roads and 
broadband are in the fore-
front of her personal items 
to get addressed during the 
legislative session this year.

Local legislators are grateful for 
confidence of district’s voters

Smith

Sypolt

See GOLD, A3

See VOTERS, A3
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KINGWOOD — Pres-
ton County elected a new 
sheriff and prosecutor 
Tuesday.

Republican Paul “Moe” 
Pritt won with 78% of the 
vote to Democrat Arnold 
D. Tichnell with 22% of 
the vote. The vote count 
was 10,915 to 3,013.

Pritt is looking forward 
to his first term as sher-
iff and has several items 
that need to be addressed 
in the county.

“First, I would like to 
thank everyone who sup-
ported me in any way,” 
Pritt said. “I would like 
to thank those who put in 
a kind word for me, and 
especially my family for 
enduring every part of 
this election.”

One of the things on his 
“first” list to address is 
the low pay of the staff 
compared to the counties 
around Preston County.

“We are lucky to have 

a sheriff’s office of the 
nature we have in Pres-
ton County based on the 
pay,” Pritt said. “All you 
have to do is look at sur-
rounding counties and 
compare the pay.”

Pritt said they will 
continue to hit the drug 
problem in the county 
and solve crimes.

“I would like to see us 
continue to build on our 
quality of our investiga-
tions,” Pritt said.

He said those are just 
a couple of the things on 
his list that Pritt would 
like to address when he 
takes office in January. 
But he also understands 
there is reality.

“In reality, we are going 
to do our best to get where 
we want to be,” Pritt said.

County Commission-
er Don Smith, a Republi-
can, won re-election for a 
second term by defeating 
independent Lynn Hous-
ner 10,656 to 2,875.

County government 
officials are humbled 
by voters’ support
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County Commissioner Don Smith, left, and his wife, Vick-
ie, in the purple coat, wait for results of the general elec-
tion Tuesday evening at the Election Center in Kingwood.

See SUPPORT, A3

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

ROWLESBURG — Thirty-five 
years have passed since the Cheat 
River rose from its banks to twice 
its height and twice its speed, near-
ly destroying the number of small 
communities that dot its path.

On the night of Nov. 4, 1985, 
a wall of water crashed through 
Preston County, forever changing 
the lives of all residents, whether 
they were directly in the path of 
the deadly torrents or safely in the 
higher elevations.

The Election Day Flood wrought 
havoc in Virginia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, but many agree 
the disaster hit West Virginia the 

hardest. It was the state’s costli-
est flood in terms of damage with 
13,000 homes and businesses dam-
aged or destroyed at an estimate of 
$700 million ($1.7 billion when ad-
justed for inflation) — and in the 
loss of 38 lives.

Flooding was worst along the 
Cheat River, where five of the six 
gauging stations in Preston and 
Tucker counties set new discharge 
records. The gauge at Rowlesburg 
on Thursday’s anniversary placed 
the height of the Cheat at just over 
two feet, and the river was flowing 
at about 280 cubic feet per second, 
according to the National Weath-
er Service.

It’s been 35 years since flood devastated Preston
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The old Cheat River bridge in Albright could 
barely withstand the pounding water and de-
bris from the Election Day Flood in 1985.See FLOOD, A3


