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Between the addition of 
new services and positions, 
an expansion into a new 
county and an all-time fund-
raising record, the United 
Way of Marion and Taylor 
Counties has seen a lot of 
excitement in 2019.

The year may be one of 
the biggest for the United 
Way in recent history ac-
cording to Brett White, the 
organization’s executive di-
rector, who said that 2019 
saw some major milestones 
for him and his team.

“2019 will probably go 
down as one 
of our most 
transition-
al and excit-
ing years in 
the history 
of the Unit-
ed Way,” 
White said. 
“We hit a 
lot of mile-
stones. I don’t know a time 
where we’ve ever had so 
much change in one year.”

It all started in January of 
this year, when the United 
Way — still only in Marion 
County at the time — raised 
more than $510,000 for it’s 
22 member agencies, an all-
time high and 107% of the 
campaign’s goal. White said 
that the news set the pace 
for the rest of the year.

“This community is very 
caring, and once we started 
telling our story and telling 
individuals how the money 
is used and getting our mes-
sage out there in front of 
people, I think that resonat-
ed with donors,” White said. 
“That’s what attributes to 
the fact that we crossed over 
the highest goal ever. We 
just started telling a story 

about how the money is be-
ing used in the community.”

Several months later, in 
March, the local United Way 
took part in the statewide 
takeover of 2-1-1, a hotline 
that works a hub of infor-
mation, from telling callers 
how to get help paying bills 
to finding soup kitchens and 
more.

White said that the 2-1-1 
hotline fits right in with the 
organization’s other ser-
vices, and they’re happy to 
provide it.

“Statewide, the United 
Way has taken over 6,000 
phone calls since April,” 
White said. “Locally, we’ve 
had a slower growth, but I 
think we’re starting to see 
a lot more... It’s complete-
ly new here in north central 
West Virginia, so it takes 
time for individuals to learn 
about the service and learn 
what it does...

“We’ve spent a ton of time 
working on our database 
and getting those resourc-
es up-to-date. We have a lot 
more to do, but I think it’s 
been a phenomenal addition 
to our United Way, because 
it allows us to see the needs 
of the community directly.”

Perhaps the biggest 
change of the year so far 
came in May, when the 
United Way officially an-
nounced that it was expand-
ing its services south to Tay-
lor County, leading to the 
organization now oversee-
ing an additional four non-
profits.

While White said that, ob-
viously, taking on an entire 
new county is a challenge, 
he and his employees are 
excited to be able to bring 
their expert help to Grafton 
and the surrounding area.

Local United Way sees huge growth in 2019

United Way of Marion and Taylor Counties 
Executive Director Brett White announced 
the organzation’s southern expansion to 

Taylor County this past May.

The United Way of Marion and Taylor 
Counties will soon be moving to its new 
home on Washington Street in Fairmont.

White

Staff photo by John Mark ShaverSee Marion, 4


