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Panning the plan 
Legislators have concerns with governor’s tax bill

WV Legislative Photography

State Sen. Mike Capu-
to, D-Marion, speaks 
during the 2021 West 
Virginia legislative 
session.

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (WV 
News) — With only a few weeks 
remaining in the 2021 West Vir-
ginia legislative session, Marion 
County’s rep- resen-
tatives 
in 

Charleston are each hoping for 
different things to pass through 
their chambers, but all agree 
that Gov. Jim Justice’s new in-
come tax plan isn’t doable.

While the local legislators are 
unanimously against the gover-
nor’s tax plan, the county’s two 
Democrats — state Sen. Mike 
Caputo and Del. Joey Garcia — 
both said that there is plenty 

of other legislation that has 
been passed by the Repub-
lican supermajority that 
should raise some concern.

“There have been a 
number of bills that are 
pretty bad for West Virgin-

ia, unfortunately,” Garcia 
said. “There have been 
bills that really hurt pub-

lic education and the fund-
ing of public education. ... At 
this point in time, we have 
yet to see a real plan for 

how we’re going to fund in-
frastructure and roads and 

broadband, along with public 
education.”

Caputo shared his senti-
ment, especially when 

it comes to how 
the state has 

handled 
edu-
cation 
this 
year.

“It’s 
been 
disap-
point-
ing to 
me,” 
Capu-

to said. “I think the Republican 
majority is moving in a direc-
tion that I believe does noth-
ing to encourage folks to move 
to West Virginia or stay in West 
Virginia. There’s been an attack 
on educators and the education 
community. I think there’s a lot 
of retaliation to (educators) not 
supporting certain folks in elec-
tions. …

“They’ve attacked their grad-
ing procedure, and they’ve at-
tacked their dues structure so 
they can’t have dues taken our 
of their paychecks to the orga-
nization they so desire. They 
have talked about the illegal 
strikes a lot. I don’t know what 
any of that has to do with mov-
ing West Virginia forward.”

However, not every Mari-
on County representative is 
against the recently passed ed-
ucation bills. Republican Del. 
Guy Ward said that what’s been 
passed so far broadens the abil-
ity for families to choose how 
their children are educated.

“The Republican caucus 
is just trying to give parents 
more education choices, be-
cause that’s what they’ve been 
asking us to do,” Ward said. 
“We passed the charter schools 
bill, and we passed the edu-
cational savings account, too. 
These bills will give more free-
dom of choice for education. 
We’re the 45th state to pass 
charter schools, so we’re way 
behind some of these other 
states.”
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