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by Suzette Lowe

FOR JACKSON NEWSPAPERS

RIPLEY, W.Va. (WV News) — 
Mabel Chapman knew how to 
keep a secret.

Her granddaughter, Jenni-
fer Chapman, remembered her 
mother calling to ask if she had 
heard the rumor that the Presi-
dent was coming to Ripley for the 
Fourth of July. Even more, had 
her daughter heard that he was 
landing on Mabel’s land.

“This was just a few days be-
fore the event,” Jennifer said. “I 
called grandma and asked her. 
She calmly said, ‘yes’ but she had 

been told not to tell. I barely con-
vinced her.”

The reason the Starcher Chap-
man Willow Haven Farm was 
chosen was very simple. The he-
licopters needed flat fields to land 
and Mabel’s land was the closest 
to town. When the Secret Service 
asked, Mabel gave permission.

“Grandma wanted to make ev-
erything perfect,” Jennifer said. 
“So, we decorated with all kinds 
of Fourth of July swag and put 
fresh flowers everywhere. Every-
thing just looked beautiful.”

Chapman provided 
the President a safe 
welcome on her farm
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President Bush escorted Mabel over to meet her family.
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FOR JACKSON NEWSPAPERS

COTTAGEVILLE, W.Va. (WV 
News) — Brianna Miller de-
scribe her life as always growing 
up around horses. But she gives 
credit for that to her older sister, 
Kelsey.

“Kelsey, as a little kid, fell in 
love with horses,” Brianna said. 
“She convinced my parents to 
buy some and we’ve been a horse 
family ever since.”

The breed of horse that the 
Miller farm raises is an unusual 
one though.

“We raise Haflingers,” Brianna 
explained. “These are considered 
both miniature horses and draft 
horses. They are smaller, stand-
ing about the size of a pony, but 

they are bigger boned and strong 

so they can haul things too.”

Haflinger horse brings a gentle strength 
to the Jackson County Junior Fair showing
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Brianna Miller shows off Buttercup to the judges who awarded her 

with a blue ribbon.
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RIPLEY, W.Va. (WV News) — 
For several years, John and Amy 
McGinley were the chief organiz-
ers of the Ripley Fourth of July cel-
ebration.

With everyone still reeling from 
the September 11 tragedy, the Mc-
Ginleys tried to find some way to 
make July 4, 2002 very special.

“I called Congresswoman Shelly 
Moore Capito with a request,” 
John McGinley said. “She was, 
and still is, very accessible. (We 
wanted) a letter from President 
George Bush to read at our open-
ing ceremonies (which) would 
honor our World War II veterans 
who were serving as parade mar-
shals.”

In early 2002, John received the 
surprise of his life with a phone 
call from Representative Capito.

She said, “I know you wanted 
a letter to read on your Fourth of 
July. How about if I bring the Pres-
ident and he reads it himself?”

Looking back, John said his re-
action probably was underwhelm-
ing to Capito.

“All I thought to say was ‘well, 
that would be cool’ because I was 
so dumfounded,” John said with a 
laugh. “When I got off the phone, 

Amy and I started jumping up and 
down. One stipulation was that 
the visit had to be kept secret. 
Word did get out, but not from me 
and Amy.”

Teamwork was the key 
to President Bush visit
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The rousing speech given by the President was well-received.
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RIPLEY, W.Va. (WV News) It 
was a momentous day in Ripley 
that Fourth of July 2002. The 
President of the United States, 
George W. Bush, was attending 
the ‘biggest small town Inde-
pendence Day celebration in the 
United States’ and thousands of 
people attended. Many recalled 
the Secret Service, the veterans, 
the flags flying and the heat.

Every single person remem-
bered the anticipation, the ex-
citement and the honor of the 
visit on the first Independence 
Day after September 11.

Several Jackson County resi-
dents shared their memories.

Checked our cars
Vickie Durst lived on Grand 

Central Avenue in 2002 and re-
members the plane landing in 
the field behind her home.

“I had to drive up Jackson Av-
enue to get to work at the hospi-
tal,” she said. “The Secret Ser-
vice stopped everyone and asked 
what we were doing. They were 
surprisingly friendly and had 
rows of phones around their 

waists. Those of us working 
didn’t get to see the President 
in person, but we ran up to the 
roof and waved as the helicopters 
went by. “

Do me a favor
David Dickirson describes his 

experience as totally unexpected.

A day Ripley will never forget
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As President Bush’s motorcade left Ripley, many people spoke of him 
smiling and waving.
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Colton Mullins, who was guided by Tyler Bourgeois in getting a 
rooster ready for open class competition, looks forward to the 
event. Jackson County Junior Fair coverage will continue in the 
Tuesday Herald edition.

Three friends 

and a rooster
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