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by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. 
Larry Hogan announced 
Tuesday morning that 
Maryland’s primary elec-
tion would be held June 2 
instead of April 28.

“At this moment, we 
have 57 confirmed cases of 
coronavirus in Maryland,” 
said Hogan as he stood on 
the steps outside the State 
House, “a 54 percent in-
crease since yesterday, 
which is the largest one-
day jump that our state has 

experienced so far.”
He added there were 

more than 130 confirmed 
cases in the Washington, 
D.C., region.

“Over the past few days, 
we have announced a num-
ber of unprecedented ac-
tions aimed at protect-
ing the health and saving 
the lives of Maryland res-
idents,” Hogan said. “To-
day, once again, we have 
some additional important 
announcements.”

His two main priori-
ties, he said, were keeping 
Marylanders safe and pro-

tecting their constitution-
al right to vote.

He pointed out gather-
ings of more than 50 peo-
ple are currently prohibit-
ed and that opening school 
buildings, senior centers 
and other places to thou-
sands of voters could en-
danger lives.

“It would put Maryland-
ers at risk,” Hogan said, 
“especially the poll work-
ers and election judges, 
most of whom are retirees 
and in the most vulnerable 
population.”

As a result, the gover-

nor issued a proclamation 
postponing the primary to 
June 2, as a number of oth-
er states have already done 
or are expected to do in the 
near future.

“I am directing the state 
board of elections to devel-
op a comprehensive plan 
by April 3 to conduct the 
primary election in a way 
that protects public health 
and preserves the integrity 
of the democratic process 
in our state,” Hogan said.

He said it was also im-
perative that Seventh Con-
gressional District resi-

dents have a voice in the 
House of Representatives 
and that Maryland has 
a full delegation in Con-
gress. The Seventh Dis-
trict seat has been vacant 
since the Oct. 17 death of 
Congressman Elijah Cum-
mings.

“After consulting with 
the state board of elec-
tions,” Hogan said, “we 
will be moving forward 
with the special general 
election ... to fill the Mary-
land seat.”

He announced that a 
vote-by-mail system would 

be implemented just for 
this particular Seventh 
District seat election.

“Free and fair elections 
are the very foundation of 
American democracy,” the 
governor said, “and while 
there are many valid rea-
sons for unease and uncer-
tainty right now, ensuring 
that the voices of Mary-
land citizens are heard 
shouldn’t be one of them.”

Staff writer Renée Shreve can be 

reached at 301-501-8394 or by 

email at rshreve@therepublican-

news.com.

Maryland primary election moved to June 2
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ANNAPOLIS — Gov. 
Larry Hogan took, in what 
he called, “unprecedent-
ed” action Monday morn-
ing to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.

Standing outside the 
State House with his coro-
navirus response team, 
the governor ordered the 
closure of all bars, restau-
rants, theaters and gyms as 
of 5 p.m. that day.

Restaurants are still al-
lowed to offer carryout and 
drive-through service.

The governor stressed 
“essential services” would 
remain open, including 
grocery stores, banks and 
gas stations.

Hogan also banned gath-
erings of more than 50 
people, including social, 
community, religious and 

sporting events. A previous 
order banned gatherings of 
250 or more.

“These emergency or-

ders carry the full force of 
the law,” Hogan said.

He indicated “far too 
many people” ignored pre-

vious warnings about so-
cial interactions, putting 
others in danger.

To help enforce the new 

mandates, the governor 
called for activation of 250 
additional State Police 
troopers. Law enforcement 

officers statewide will be 
assisted, if needed, by the 
Maryland National Guard, 
which was called into ac-
tive duty on March 5 to as-
sist with this “catastrophic 
health emergency.”

“While these measures 
may seem extreme, if we do 
not take them now, it could 
be too late,” Hogan said.

He also ordered the ac-
tivation of the Maryland 
Medical Reserve Corps, 
consisting of 5,000 volun-
teers, and the opening of 
closed hospitals to increase 
statewide bed capacity by 
6,000.

Deputy Health Secre-
tary Fran Phillips said at 
Monday’s announcement 
there were currently 9,000 
acute-care beds available 
statewide.

No seating: Hogan orders closings of restaurants, bars, theaters, gyms

Photo courtesy of the Executive Office of the Governor

Gov. Larry Hogan, surrounded by his coronavirus response team, announces additional actions outside the State 
House Monday morning to slow the spread of COVID-19. Mandates include closure of all bars, restaurants, theaters 
and gyms until further notice.
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ANNAPOLIS — State 
lawmakers ended this 
year’s General Assembly 
session Wednesday, nearly 
weeks earlier than sched-
uled, because of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

They plan to reconvene 
for a special session the last 
week of May.

“This was not an easy 
decision to make and was 
made in 
consulta-
tion with 
public 
health ex-
perts and 
lawmak-
ers from 
both par-
ties,” Sen-
ate Pres-
ident Bill Ferguson said 
during a news conference 
Sunday. “We will remain 
working for Marylanders 
through Wednesday.”

He was joined by House 
Speaker Adrienne Jones, 
Sen. J.B. Jennings (Balti-
more and Harford counties) 
and Del. Nicholaus Kipke 
(Anne Arundel County).

“It is a critical time in our 

state’s government and a 
fragile moment in our effort 
to secure our state’s pub-
lic health,” said Jones. “As 
we face a 
now glob-
al pan-
demic, it’s 
more im-
portant 
than ever 
for us to 
balance 
fulfilling 
our con-
stitutional duties and pro-
tecting the health of every 
single resident.”

House and Senate law-
makers worked Sunday in 
an attempt to accomplish 
as much as possible before 
the new Sine Die. Top prior-
ities included approving the 
state budget, education re-
forms and Col. Woodrow J. 
Jones’ appointment as su-
perintendent of the Mary-
land State Police.

The Maryland State 
House had been closed to 
people without state-issued 
credentials a few days pri-
or to Sunday’s press con-
ference. Ferguson noted 
during the event that live 
videostreaming of floor and 
voting sessions would be 
available.

“This situation is not ide-
al for any of us,” Ferguson 
said. “But we are doing our 
best to ensure open govern-
ment in this time of a pub-

lic health crisis.”
The regular 90-day ses-

sion was scheduled to end 
on April 6. According to 
state officials, this is the 
first time since the Civil 
War that a session has end-
ed early.

“United, collaborative 
leadership is not tested 
when times are easy,” Fer-
guson said. “It’s times like 
these that we demonstrate 
who we are as a people.”

As of Wednesday morn-
ing, at least four of Sen. 
George Edwards’ and Del. 
Wendell 
Beitzel’s 
bills were 
approved 
by both 
chambers 
and for-
warded on 
to the gov-
ernor for 
his signa-
ture:

 ■ Sen-
ate Bill 
353/
House 
Bill 897 
— Black 
Bear 
Damage 
Reim-
bursement Fund — Pets. 
This bill adds pet injuries as 
another recoverable dam-
age caused by bears. Cur-
rently, the fund just covers 
crop and livestock damages.

 ■ SB 291/HB 676 — 
Real Property Recording 
Costs — Exemption. This 
proposal would delete “any 
unit of state government” 
from the list of entities ex-
empt from paying certain 
recording costs and other 
fees.

 ■ SB 354/HB 787 — 
Garrett County — Over-
due Property Tax — Inter-
est Rate. Requested by the 
Garrett County commis-
sioners, the proposed leg-
islation would enable the 
commissioners to increase 
the interest rate for over-
due property taxes from 
the current 1 percent to 1.5 
percent.

 ■ SB 643/HB 786 
(amended) — Garrett 
County — Alcoholic Bever-
ages Act of 2020. Request-
ed by the local liquor con-
trol board, this bill, in part, 
would alter the days man-
ufacturer license holders 
may sell or deliver alcohol-
ic beverages, require the 
board to charge certain is-
suing fees, authorize the 
board to issue certain de-
luxe restaurant licenses, al-
ter the amount of required 
seating in a restaurant for 
a Class BDR beer license 
and authorize the board to 
issue a refillable container 
permit for wine under cer-
tain circumstances.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Garrett 
Regional Medical Center 
has opened a COVID-19 
testing clinic at its loca-
tion on Pythian Avenue 
behind the hospital cam-
pus.

The clinic was estab-
lished in order to pro-
vide coronavirus testing 
for people throughout 
GRMC’s eight-county ser-
vice area who may have 
been exposed to the virus 
or who are showing symp-
toms.

The drive-through clin-
ic requires patients to stay 
in their vehicles for the 
duration of the short pro-

cess. In order to be tested, 
patients must bring an or-
der from a physician; peo-
ple lacking a doctor’s or-
der cannot be tested.

Patients will stay in 
their vehicles, and hospi-
tal staff will come to them 
to both register them and 
perform the needed na-
sal swab test. This is be-
ing done to limit exposure 
for the hospital’s health- 
care workers and other 
staff, and to ensure that 
patients testing negative 
are not exposed to pa-
tients who have the virus 
during the testing pro-
cess.

Coronavirus testing 
site opens at GRMC
Patients must bring doctor’s 
order to access drive-thru clinic

Submitted photo

Garrett Regional Medical Center will serve as a coronavi-
rus testing site for the local area.

Lawmakers end General Assembly early
Some local 
bills receive 
approval
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