
Wednesday, May 6, 2020 A1

INSIDE

SPORTS

INDEX

ON THE WEB

Lack of tourism is expect-
ed to have an impact on 
Marion County.

Page 3

Marion county seniors 
and coaches to star in 
North-South games.

Page 10

fairmontnews.com

Columns ................................2

Community .........................4, 5

Local ..................................3, 9 

Opinion ..................................8

Sports ............................10-11

304-838-2971

Copyright 2020

WV News

Clarksburg, WV  26301

May 6, 2020

County officials face election hurdles

Marion County Deputy Clerks Tom 
Antulov and Julie Kincaid discuss 
the upcoming primary election 
and hurdles caused by COVID-19.

Deputy county clerks Tom Antu-
lov and Cecil Donato prepare the 
county’s polling packages ahead 

of the 2018 general election.

Clerk’s office processing 
absentee ballot requests 

by John Mark Shaver

FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR

FAIRMONT — With 
the state’s primary elec-
tion looming, Marion 
County officials are facing 
obstacles to provide the 
community with a safe, ef-
ficient Election Day.

The county now has just 
over one month to prepare 
for the state’s June 9 elec-
tion, which was pushed 
back a month statewide 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The pandemic has 
also caused a record num-
ber of people to ask for ab-
sentee ballots, according 
to Julie Kincaid, Deputy 
Marion County Clerk for 
voter registration.

“At this point, the big-
gest obstacle is that we 
are handling, currently, 
over 8,000 paper absen-
tee ballots,” Kincaid said. 
“We want folks to feel safe 
and feel the ease of voting 
in their own homes and 
with the option of not as 
many people coming out 
to a polling place on Elec-
tion Day. You can’t disen-
franchise voters, and we 
are accommodating them 
in this current situation.”

Deputy County Clerk 
Tom Antulov said that 
only about 12,000 to 
18,000 people vote in each 

primary election, and 
nearly 25 percent of the 
county’s entire count of 
regis-
tered 
voters 
have ap-
plied for 
an ab-
sentee 
ballot.

Kin-
caid said 
that the 
massive influx of absentee 
ballot requests has put a 
major strain on the coun-
ty office.

“It takes a lot of time 
to process these,” Kincaid 
said. “We’re asking vot-
ers to please be patient 
because we’re processing 
these in as quickly a man-
ner as humanly possible. 
It’s probably our biggest 
obstacle right now, but we 
are conquering it. We are 
working diligently to get 
it done, but it is taking a 
lot of our time.”

May 19 is the voting 
registration deadline, and 
also the deadline for vot-
ers to change their ad-
dresses or party affilia-
tion. Kincaid said that it’s 
critical that voters make 
the needed changes be-
fore requesting an absen-
tee ballot.
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