
Deer Safety - tips for avoiding a collision

» Be aware of posted deer crossing signs. Remember that
  deer are most active between 6 and 9 p.m.

» Use high beam headlights as much as possible.

» Keep in mind that deer generally travel in herds - if you
  see one, there is a strong possibility others are nearby.

» Swerving to avoid a deer collision could cause you to lose
   control of your vehicle or send you into another vehicle
   or tree.

» If a deer collision does occur call Collision Specialist to
  get you back on the road.
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by Suzette Lowe

FOR JACKSON NEWSPAPERS

RIPLEY, W.Va. (WV News) — 
The Jackson County Board of Ed-
ucation meeting started off on an 
emotional note.

Myra Well, who has two family 
members on the autism spectrum, 
spoke passionately about the im-
pact the disorder has on both the 
person and the family.

“There are many people in this 
county that are facing the chal-
lenges of autism,” Well said. “This 
includes both in-school and in the 
community.”

Well went on to ask the board 
to consider giving verbal support 
to the campaign to raise autism 
awareness through special license 
plates provided by the West Vir-
ginia Department of Motor Vehi-
cles.

“We need 250 people to sign up 
in order for them to be designed 
and produced,” she said. “They 
will cost $91 and can be renewed 
for $65. We just need to make peo-
ple aware of the many levels of au-
tism. And I hope that you will con-

sider my request.”
Board President Jim Frazier 

said it would be discussed later as 
it was not on the agenda.

When it came to change or-
ders requested by two companies 
completing work at Ripley High 
School and Ripley Middle School, 
Frazier had questions.

“The change from Book Smart 
Construction requesting $2,916 
for the gym floor was, to my un-
derstanding, correcting an issue 
caused by another company, so I 
don’t think this is our responsibil-
ity,” he said.

Superintendent of Schools Will 
Hosaflook said that he would ad-
dress the issue, along with the 
ultimate cause of the continued 
damage to the gym floor.

“Until we can find a solution to 
the drainage issue, not one piece of 
maple flooring will be going down 
on that floor,” he said. “We cannot 
keep continuing to spend money 
without the problem being fixed. 
We are also waiting on informa-
tion on three possible flood doors.”

BOE discusses 
maintenance and 
autism awareness

by Suzette Lowe

FOR JACKSON NEWSPAPERS

RAVENSWOOD, W.Va. (WV 
News) — When Jackson General 
Hospital saw an opportunity a lit-
tle over eight years ago to expand 
its physical therapy services, the 
decision was an easy one.

Kelly Fluty, director of therapy 
and sports care since 2005, said 
the available location at the Ra-
venswood Senior Center was ide-
al.

“We know sometimes it’s diffi-
cult to make the trip over to the 
Ripley facility,” she said. “There 
can be mobility issues, transpor-
tation may not be easily available, 
weather can play a factor. With the 
cost of gas now, it’s become a little 
more difficult.”

WVU Jackson General’s physical 
therapy has site in Ravenswood
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Physical therapist Shannon Tennant uses weights and pool noodles 
with her patients in water therapy.

From Staff Reports

RAVENSWOOD, W.Va. (WV 
News) — A solemn ceremony 
took place on Sept. 17 at the site of 
the American Veterans Vietnam 
Tribute Wall in Ravenswood.

Beginning with ‘The  Star-Span-
gled Banner’ and ending with 
the playing of ‘Taps”, those who 
served, died and are still missing 
in action from the Vietnam Con-
flict were honored.

Both Mayor Josh Miller and 
Mayor Carolyn Rader spoke elo-
quently of the respect that those 
who served in this war should be 
given.

The ceremonial folding of the 
American flag was carried out by 
Staff Sergeant Greg Larson and 
Sargent Mark Wallace. From the 
first fold representing life to the 
thirteenth with the stars on top 
as a reminder of the motto ‘In 
God we trust’, not a sound was 
heard from the large crowd in at-
tendance.

Recognizing those who nev-
er came home, the ‘Missing Man 
Table’ and its symbolism was 
part of the ceremony.

The final act was the symbolic 

placing of the wreaths in mem-

ory of the eight men from Jack-

son County whose names are on 

the wall. Members of the military 

and law enforcement each placed 

the wreath in a line as the names 

were read.

Honoring those 
who have served
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The 13th fold of the flag saw the 
stars on top as a reminder of the 
original flag and the motto “In 
God We Trust”.

by Barbie Layton

STAFF WRITER

RAVENSWOOD, W.Va. (WV 
News) — After a two-year hia-
tus, the Harvest in The Wood 
festival is coming back with a 
bang.

For three years the festival 
was a staple in Ravenswood. 
Then the pandemic hit. It was 
set to reappear in 2021, but 
COVID yet again reared its ugly 

head. Finally in 2022, the event 
will take place and promises to 
be bigger and better than ever.

Harvest in The Wood director 
Denise Toler is excited for this 
year’s events. Due to the city 
water project, the location has 
been changed from Sycamore 
Street to the area around city 
hall.

“Vendors will be set up as well 
as the Beer Garden and other 
activities in the grassy and brick 

areas around the city building,” 
Toler said. “It’s going to be cra-
zy, but in a good way.”

There will be train and car-
riage rides as well as a 60-foot 
Ferris wheel which will be set 
up on Sycamore Street by Little 
Caesars on Friday and Saturday. 
All rides will be $1 each.

Toler’s hope is that the Ra-
venswood bridge and the high 
school football field can be seen 
from the top of the Ferris wheel, 

making for great photo oppor-
tunities.

Entertainment for the event 
will be “top notch,” according 
to Toler.

“Every day we have great en-
tertainment,” she said.

Beginning on Thursday, at 
5:30 p.m. will be local favorites 
the River Rats followed by Bob-
by Taylor, a nationally recog-
nized fiddle player, and Johnny 
Staats. Another local band, Rip-

town Riots, will play from 9 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m.

Hometown boy Luke Sadeky 
will start off the Friday evening 
music with a break for the Ra-
venswood High School home-
coming game. At 9 p.m. is the 
Johnny Staats Project and then 
at 10:15 is another favorite, 
West Virginia-based Davisson 
Brothers.

Harvest in The Wood set for fourth year
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The wall holds special meaning for a veteran. (see 
additional photos on A4)
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Nick Offutt, Ravenswood sixth grader, con-
centrates on the names he sees listed.

Photo by Martin Unrue

The American Vietnam Veterans Tribute Wall was a beacon during the night.

Memorial Wall tribute
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