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NEWS & TRIBUNE STAFF 

WRITER

KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — Former Key-
ser City Police patrolman 
Brendon Michael Dough-
erty, who had previously 
been arrested and charged 
with sexual abuse by a per-
son of trust, had a prelim-
inary hearing in Mineral 
County Magistrate Court 
Thursday, Sept. 8, before 
Lewis County Magistrate 
James D. Moody.

During his preliminary 
hearing, Dougherty’s case 
was transferred over to 
Circuit Court, where he 
could possibly be brought 
before the Mineral County 

Grand Jury that is to meet 
in January 2023, according 
to court staff.

Dougherty waived his 
right to be arraigned on 
additional charges and 
also his right to prelimi-

nary hearings on addition-
al charges.

In Circuit Court Dough-
erty is shown to being 
charged with two felonies, 
sexual assault in the third 
degree with a person who 
is 16 years old and sexual 
abuse by a parent, guard-
ian, or custodian to a child.
Daniel R. James is on re-
cord as Dougherty’s attor-
ney.

Dougherty has been sus-
pended without pay since 
Aug. 11. According to city 
officials, his original charge 
listed as “by a person of 
trust” due to his role as an 
on-duty police officer when 
the alleged crimes were 
supposed to have been 
committed.

A notice of judge reas-
signment was also filed 
on Sept. 9, switching from 
original judge Lynn Nelson 
to Judge James. W. Courri-
er Jr.

Dougherty had put in his 
two weeks notice with the 
Keyser Police to accept a 
job with the Mineral Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, 
according to city officials. 
The job offer was contin-
gent on passing a written 
exam and a polygraph test. 
Dougherty had passed his 
written exam, but alleged-
ly admitted to some things 
during the polygraph that 
led to his arrest.

Immediately after the 
alleged statements were 
made by Dougherty, Key-

ser City Police chief Jar-
ed Bruce, Mineral Coun-
ty sheriff Forrest Ellifritz, 
Keyser mayor and police 
commissioner Damon Till-
man, and Mineral County 
prosecuting attorney Cody 
Pancake were all called in, 
according to a city official. 
Dougherty was immedi-
ately suspended and then 
charged and arraigned in 
Mineral County Magis-
trate Court, where bond 
was set at $50,000. He 
was then taken to the Po-
tomac Highlands Regional 
Jail in Augusta, where he 
has since been released on 
bond.

The investigation into 
the charges was a cooper-
ative effort of the Keyser 

City Police, Mineral Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, 
West Virginia State Police, 
and Mineral County Pros-
ecuting Attorney’s Office.

“Nobody is above the law, 
and if you break the law, 
you will be held account-
able,” Tillman said.

The investigation con-
tinues and has been turned 
over to the West Virginia 
State Police and the FBI, 
and additional charges are 
anticipated.

The Keyser City police 
have no involvement in the 
investigation, according to 
Keyser City Police chief 
Jared Bruce, and he was 
therefore unable to make 
any additional comments 
on the case.

Preliminary hearing held for former KPD patrolman

 Brendon Michael Dougherty

by Liz Beavers

NEWS & TRIBUNE EDITOR

PIEDMONT, W.Va. (WV 
News) — Even as Piedmont 
continues under its boil wa-
ter order due to what they 
called “administrative is-
sues,” town residents took 
to social media recently to 
complain about the discol-
ored water coming from 
their faucets.

Pictures shared on social 
media showed anywhere 
from a light brown to a deep 
copper color to the water 
that residents used to fill 
their bathtubs, water glass-
es and more.

Water commissioner 
Greg Harvey said Wednes-
day the problem is not as 
bad as it looks, and town 
crews are working to have 
the system flushed out as 
quickly as possible.

“It’s a manganese prob-
lem,” he said during the 
regular meeting of the may-
or and council, adding that 
he has been advised the 
metal, although it makes 
the water look unsavory, 
does not pose any risk to 
residents’ health.

“The state of West Vir-
ginia does not even test 
for it because there’s zero 
health effects,” he said.

According to Harvey, the 
increased manganese in 
the water is a seasonal is-
sue, caused by the “turn 
over” of water in the Sav-
age Dam.

“The water in the bottom 
of the dam comes to the top; 
the top goes to the bottom. 
You can’t control it; you can 
only treat it,” he said.

And while Piedmont is 
currently receiving its wa-
ter from Westernport, it is 

raw water which has not 
yet been treated for con-
sumption by the residents 
of Westernport.

“We have recently start-
ed pre-chorinating the wa-
ter before it does through 

the filters,” Harvey said. 

“Three days ago, the man-

ganese was 600 (parts per 

million), yesterday it was 

440, and today it was 320.”

Piedmont officials deal with discoloration 
along with other water issues
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KEYSER, W.Va. (WV 
News) — September is 
Brain Aneurysm Awareness 
month, and nobody knows 
that better than Stacy Mill-
er, who wants to change that.

“I want to make more peo-
ple aware of brain aneurysms 
and what that means,” she 
told the Mineral News & Tri-
bune this week.

Stacy, a survivor of both a 
brain arteriovenous malfor-
mation (AVM) and a brain 
aneurysm, knows a lot on 
the subject and now she is 
sharing her knowledge with 
others.

An arteriovenous mal-
formation (AVM) is an ab-
normal tangle of blood ves-
sels connecting arteries and 
veins, which disrupts normal 
blood flow, and for Stacy, that 
caused an aneurysm. An an-
eurysm is a bulge in a blood 
vessel caused by a weak-
ness in the blood vessel wall, 
usually where it branch-
es. As blood passes through 
the weakened blood vessel, 
the blood pressure causes a 
small area to bulge outwards 
like a balloon.

If it ruptures, it is often 
deadly. One in 50 people in 
the United States have an 
enraptured aneurysm and 
30,000 people suffer a rup-
tured brain aneurysm in 
any given year. About 15% 
of ruptured aneurysms re-
sult in death.

Stacy recently received 
a proclamation declaring 
the month of September 
Brain Aneurysm Awareness 
Month as part of a recogni-
tion of her efforts as a sur-

vivor to raise awareness for 
brain aneurysms.

“I am part of the Brain An-
eurysm Foundation and was 
a state representative for 
West Virginia to help pro-
mote and educate other on 
brain aneurysms,” says Sta-
cy.

For Stacy, like many oth-
ers, she had no idea anything 
was wrong with her. Eigh-
teen years ago, after recently 
giving birth to her son, Stacy 
started having severe head-
aches. Her headaches be-
gan to worry her doctors, as 
they were shifting. Stacy was 
sent for an MRI and that was 
when her AVM was found.

Miller shares story 
in hopes of helping 
others with aneurysms
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Stacy Miller recently 
received a proclamation 
declaring the month of 
September Brain Aneu-
rysm Awareness Month 
as part of a recognition of 
her efforts as a survivor to 
raise awareness for brain 
aneurysms.

From Staff Reports

CHARLESTON (WV 
News) — Ahead of the 
start of West Virginia’s 
deer archery and crossbow 
seasons Saturday, hunters 
are reminded they need to 
purchase their license and 
deer stamps by 11:59 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 23, if they 
want a chance to take ad-
ditional deer.

Hunters may purchase 
their license and stamps 
at wvhunt.com or at an 
authorized license retail-
er, according to informa-
tion released by the office 
of Gov. Jim Justice.

“With the start of fall 
and the opening of deer 
seasons and all of the 

goodness that’s coming 
just around the corner, 
there isn’t a better time to 
be in West Virginia than 
right now,” Justice said. 
“I want to encourage ev-
eryone to find an excuse to 
participate in this incred-
ible season and enjoy our 
forests and public hunting 
lands as fall color begins to 
set in around the state in 
the coming weeks. I’ve said 
it before and I’ll say it a 
million times again, hunt-
ing is a time-honored West 
Virginia tradition and I’m 
so honored to highlight all 
of the opportunities we 
have here in our beautiful 
state.”

Deer archery, crossbow seasons start Saturday
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West Virginia’s deer archery and crossbow seasons starts 
Saturday and will remain open through Dec. 31.
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