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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — The Del-
ta variant is fueling Gar-
rett County’s current 
COVID-19 surge, according 
to the county health officer.

“Because of the Delta 
variant of COVID, there 
has been a spike all across 
the country,” Bob Stephens 
told the county commis-
sioners Tuesday. “It got to 
Garrett County later than 
it did in most places, but we 
are indeed in that midst.”

Stephens reported 81 new 
cases for Garrett County in 
the past 10 days.

“That’s probably the 
highest number we’ve had 
in a 10-day period since 
February,” he said.

Stephens pointed to the 
high positivity and case 
rates, as well as the low-
est vaccination rate in the 
state, in describing the 
state of COVID-19 in Gar-
rett County.

“There have been times 
where we’ve been the best, 
but we are the worst in the 
state right now,” he said.

Stephens is concerned 
that the high case rate could 
overwhelm the health care 

system, which is already 
being strained by a lack of 
staffing. It’s the difference 
between a controlled burn 
and a wildfire, he said.

Breakthrough cases — 
people who have contracted 

COVID-19 even after hav-
ing been vaccinated — also 
were discussed.

Until July, nearly none 
of the people who had been 
vaccinated were seen in 
the new cases, Stephens 

said. Currently, 29 percent 
of the cases are vaccinated 
people.

Stephens defended the 
effectiveness of the vac-
cine, stating that people 
who are not vaccinated are 
eight times more likely to 
contract the disease.

Most people will devel-
op immunity through one 
of two ways: either get-
ting vaccinated or getting 
COVID-19, he said, and the 
vaccine is the safer way to 
trigger development of an-
tibodies.

Mask protest
A protest was held Fri-

day afternoon in front of 
the Garrett County Board 
of Education office in Oak-
land, with more than 100 
people expressing opposi-
tion to the board’s decision 
to start the school year 
with a mask requirement.

Organizer Kevin Ma-
son said the school board 
is “not giving the parents 
the choice and them not 

having informed consent 
for our children to wear a 
medical respiratory device 
for eight hours a day in a 
classroom, and not being 
able to breathe clean air.”

Mason, a father of three, 
said his children were set 
to go to Accident Elemen-
tary and Northern Middle 
schools, but not after the 
decision to require masks.

“They will be homes-
chooled until this gets re-
versed,” he said.

Co-organizer Jeff Folk 
said the movement to op-
pose the mask require-
ment has grown quickly, 
and will continue to at-
tract more parents.

“We really only started 
speaking out at the board 
meeting 13 days ago,” Folk 
said Friday. “And we’ve 
very quickly built momen-
tum,” with more than 400 
people joining a local Face-
book group.

Delta variant responsible for local COVID surge
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Protesters gather in front of the Garrett County Board of Education office in Oakland on 
Friday to oppose the school mask requirement.

See DELTA, A7
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EDITOR

OAKLAND — Even with 
some cancellations mir-
roring last year’s, “Au-
tumn Glory is a go,” Oak-
land Mayor Jay Moyer said 
Tuesday.

“We’re going to have Au-
tumn Glory, we’re going to 
move forward with it,” he 
said in announcing the Sat-
urday feature parade and 
the Sunday classic car show 
will go on as planned.

COVID-19 has cast its 
shadow over the Autumn 
Glory Festival for a second 
year, with the Oakland Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
cancelling its activities — 
a parade and Oktoberfest 
— and the Garrett Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 
announcing last week that 
the kickoff dinner and the 
craft & gift sale in McHenry 

would not take place.
The Town of Oakland 

events are both outdoor ac-
tivities, and Moyer said he 
hopes people will take pre-
cautions against the vi-
rus while still enjoying the 
weekend activities.

“Hopefully people will 
be responsible and under-
stand that it can be crowd-
ed,” the mayor said, asking 
that masks be worn and so-
cial distancing be practiced 

when it can.
The town has taken re-

sponsibility for the Satur-
day parade from the cham-
ber, which canceled it in 
2020.

Councilman Fred Gregg, 
who has been working 
with the Greater Oakland 
Business Association, said 
many potential partici-
pants have been reluctant 
to commit to the parade af-
ter hearing rumors of the 

festival’s cancellation.
There currently are 36 en-

tries for the parade, and an 
uptick in applications is ex-
pected when word spreads 
that the event is confirmed, 
he said.

“It’s not going to be what 
we hoped because of the cir-
cumstances, but I think that 
it would be very difficult, if 
we canceled it two years in 
a row, to resurrect it on year 
three,” Gregg said.

Gregg also announced 
that the fiddle and ban-
jo contest would not take 
place this year, as officials 
are unsure of what restric-
tions will be in place in the 
school buildings when the 
festival arrives.

Moyer said the Oakland 
Civic Club has been given 
the go-ahead for holding 
its 47th antique & maker 
market at the armory, Moy-
er said. The club is modi-
fying its setup, and some 
of the activities will take 
place outside in the park-
ing lot, he said. An updat-
ed plan will be submitted to 
the town for review.
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EDITOR

OAKLAND — Action 
is being taken to prohibit 
large trucks from traveling 
on two residential streets 
in Oakland.

With Councilman Ter-
ry Helbig abstaining, the 
town council voted Tues-
day on the introduction 
of an ordinance to ban 
through traffic for large 
vehicles on Ninth and High 
streets.

“We’ve had a lot of 
trucks” taking that route, 
Mayor Jay Moyer said. “I 
guess the GPS they use is 
indicating that they can 
go straight through on 
Ninth Street, bypass Oak-

land and come back out 
on 219. When they get to 
High Street, they find out 
they can’t.”

Executive Coordinator 

Gwen Evans said when big 
rigs reach High Street and 
have to turn and attempt 
to get back to a main road, 
street signs have been dam-

aged, and utility wires have 
been hit.

The damage also extends 
to yards in the neighbor-
hood, added Moyer, who re-

called an incident in which a 
tractor-trailer trying to get 
back to Oak Street cut ruts 
through his yard, sheared 
limbs off his trees, and hit a 
stop sign.

Moyer said the State 
Highway Administration re-
quires the town to pass an 
ordinance prohibiting the 
traffic before signs can be 
erected at the U.S. 219 south 
intersection to notify truck 
drivers of the ban and direct 
them on the proper route.

“All they’re going to do is 
take Eighth Street, if they 
can’t take Ninth Street,” 
Helbig said.

“Then we’ll put up more 
signs here,” Moyer said.

“Then you’re going to 

have to put a sign on ev-
ery street in town,” Helbig 
replied. “No through traf-
fic on every street going up 
Oak Street and every street 
off 219 north.”

Helbig ask that the mat-
ter be tabled to study the 
problem and count the 
trucks that are detouring 
onto High Street.

“Who’s going to count 
them?” Evans asked. “If 
they don’t report that 
they’ve knocked down our 
signs, nobody’s going to 
know how many ... Unless 
they get literally stuck in the 
ditch, you never hear from 
them.”

Moyer: ‘Autumn Glory is a go’
Some 
organizations 
have canceled 
events
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The Southern Garrett Marching Band performs in the 
2019 Autumn Glory Festival Feature Parade. Last year’s 
was canceled due to COVID-19, but the 2021 parade is 
still on, Oakland officials say.

Oakland seeks to stop truck traffic in neighborhood
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Bubba Marucci of Oakland has been documenting tractor-trailer traffic on residential 
streets in his neighborhood.

by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Visitors 
to downtown Oakland may 
look up to see an array of 
colorful umbrellas.

This art installation lines 
Banker’s Alley between 
Healy Insurance (former-
ly Kight’s Insurance) and 
the Sincell Building (for-
mer home to the Republi-
can newspaper for many 
years).

The display is part of 
a charity campaign led 
by Brenda’s Body Shop 
called “Weathering Life’s 
Storms” to benefit Cindy’s 
Fund.

Each year, the local dance 
school organizes an event 
to raise awareness and 
funds for a local charity.

“The community dance/
charity events are a studio 
highlight each year,” said 
Brenda Brosnihan, event 
organizer and owner of 

Brenda’s Body Shop. “We 
are proud to have organized 
over 25 events which have 
now collectively raised over 
$325,000.”

‘Weathering Life’s 
Storms’ to benefit 
Cindy’s Fund

Photo courtesy of Brenda 

Brosnihan

Colorful umbrellas are 
currently on display at 
Banker’s Alley in Oakland 
as part of the “Weathering 
Life’s Storms” campaign.
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