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by Charles Young 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (WV News) 
— West Virginia voters rejected the 
much-discussed Amendment 2 during 
the Nov. 8 election, but its underlying 
issues will remain very much in play 
during the upcoming session of  the 
West Virginia Legislature.

Republicans — who control the 
West Virginia House of  Delegates, 
West Virginia Senate and the gover-
nor’s mansion — would like to under-
take the most significant overhaul of  
the tax code in decades, but can’t agree 
on a strategy.

Amendment 2, which was backed 
by Senate President 
Craig Blair, R-Berke-
ley, and Senate Fi-
nance Committee 
Chair Eric Tarr, 
R-Putnam, would 
have allowed law-
makers to consid-
er eliminating the 
state’s tangible per-
sonal property used 
for business activi-
ties and the proper-
ty taxes paid on vehi-
cles.

Gov. Jim Justice, 
who went on the road 
to encourage voters to 
oppose the measure, 
has been advocating 
for the elimination of  the state’s per-
sonal income tax since shortly after 
he was re-elected to a second term in 
2020.

The governor argued the car tax 
was only added onto Amendment 2 to 
entice voters to support it, and has re-
peatedly said a bill containing his plan 
to essentially negate the car tax will be 
his first priority of  the 2023 session.

“Without any question, we need to 
bring meaningful tax relief,” Justice 

said during a recent press conference. 
“We need to get rid of  the car tax — 
boom — on day No. 1.”

Prior to the election, Justice de-
tailed The Car and All Vehicles Tax 
Elimination and Protection of  Local 
Government Act, which would pro-
vide residents with a “dollar-for-dol-
lar refund” for car taxes paid in 2022 
and “every year going forward.”

Blair called the plan “confusing,” 
while Tarr said it was “short-sighted.”

Despite these denouncements, Jus-
tice has said he’s confident lawmak-
ers will “not have any choice under 
the sun but to vote for my bill.”

Justice has pledged to work cooper-
atively with lawmakers during the up-
coming session.

“We don’t need to be children play-
ing in a sandbox. We don’t need to do 
that,” he said. “We need absolutely to 
be adults in the room and work to-
gether and do what the voice of  the 
people says to do.”

Justice seemed to indicate he is 
open to a discussion of  eliminating 
business inventory tax at some point 
in the future, just not during the 2023 
session.

“We don’t need to walk away for-
ever from the standpoint of  the ma-
chinery and inventory tax,” he said. 
“But we need to shove that down 
the line just a little bit here, get our 
breath, reward our people, help get 
money into the pockets of  our people 
and then entice many, many others to 

come to this great state.”
Voters in 54 of  the state’s 55 coun-

ties voted against Amendment 2, ac-
cording to data from the West Virgin-
ia Secretary of  State’s Office.

In Berkeley County, Blair’s home 
county, 51.8% of  voters supported 
Amendment 2, while 48.13% were 
against it.

Numerous interest groups in the 
state took positions on Amendment 
2 and played a part in the public re-
lations campaigns aimed at persuad-
ing voters in the lead-up to the elec-
tion.

Groups like the West Virginia 
Chamber of  Commerce and the West 
Virginia Manufacturers Associa-
tion held a series of  roundtable dis-
cussions advocating for the amend-
ment’s passage, and numerous 
county commissions, municipalities 
and the West Virginia Association of  
Counties issued statements warning 
of  its potential negative impacts.

At the heart of  the matter was 
around $600 million in annual reve-
nues from tangible personal proper-
ty taxes that are an important source 
of  funding for counties, municipal-
ities and local boards of  education.

Harrison County Assessor Rocky 
Romano attended numerous Amend-
ment 2-related events 
held in the North 
Central West Virgin-
ia area, raising ques-
tions and concerns 
about what would 
happen to the fund-
ing if  the measure 
were to pass.

“I think the gover-
nor saved the day,” 
Romano said the morning after the 
election. “There’s no doubt that with 
him going everywhere he did that it 
made the difference.”

Appetite for tax reform remains
With Amendment 2 defeated, Republicans still want change, but don’t agree on strategy
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Gov. Jim Justice, who was joined by his English bulldog Babydog, spoke against 
Amendment 2 at North Central West Virginia Airport prior to the Nov. 8 election.
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