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by Trevor King

EDITOR

OAKLAND — The Gar-
rett County Board of Ed-
ucation approved the new 
grade band alignment and 
Southern Middle School 
modernization projects by 
a 3-1 vote during a public 
meeting held Monday night 
at the Dennett Road Educa-
tional Complex.

The official motion states 
that Southern Middle will 
be modernized to become a 
pre-K to sixth-grade school; 
Southern High will become 
a seventh- through 12th-
grade school; and Broad 
Ford Elementary will even-
tually be demolished. The 
motion also states that a 
project manager will be 
hired to complete these 
projects and that a feasibili-
ty study will be done for an 
all-inclusive modernization 
at Crellin Elementary.

The motion was made by 
Jason VanSickle and sec-
onded by Rodney Glotfel-
ty. VanSickle, Glotfelty and 
Matthew Paugh voted in fa-
vor, while Monica Rinker 
was opposed.

“We’ve not taken it 

lightly,” said board Presi-
dent Tom Woods. “We’ve 
worked on this for a long 
time. We’ve looked at a lot 
of alternatives, and the 
board feels this is the best 
alternative.”

Before the vote, Garrett 
County Superintendent 
Barbara Baker laid out a 
recommended time-line for 
the projects:

 ■ 2022-23 — Submis-
sion of projects to the In-
teragency for School Con-

struction (IAC) and local 
government via the Cap-
ital Improvement Plan. 
Architectural design work 
begins. No student or staff 
disruption.

 ■ 2023-24 — Archi-
tectural design contin-
ues. Limited renovation of 
Southern High School oc-
curs. No student or staff 
disruption.

 ■ 2024-25 — Construc-
tion work on Southern 
Middle begins.

 ■ Seventh- and eighth-
grade students begin at-
tending Southern High 
School.

 ■ Sixth-grade students 
attend Broad Ford. Por-
tables may or may not be 
required based on utili-
zation. The current pro-
jection is 147 sixth-grade 
students.

 ■ Planning years for 
sixth-grade students at 
Crellin and Yough Glades.

 ■ 2025-26 — Construc-

tion on Southern Middle 
continues and is complet-
ed.

 ■ 2026-27 — Pre-K to 
sixth-grade students occu-
py the newly modernized 
Southern Middle.

 ■ Yough Glades Special 
Education Center shifts to 
modernized facility. Yough 
Glades sixth-grade stu-
dents will remain at Yough 
Glades.

 ■ Crellin sixth-graders 
may or may not remain at 
Crellin. Further analysis 
of space and options is re-
quired.

The result of the vote 
means the projects will 
now be included in the 
Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) that will be voted on 
for final approval during 
the Oct. 11 Board of Ed-
ucation meeting. The CIP 
will then be sent to the 
county commissioners for 
a vote and then eventual-
ly to the state level for fi-
nal approval.

The State Capital Pro-
gram, in particular, is a 
major catalyst for pursu-
ing the projects as the lan-
guage in the Built to Learn 

Act allows the state a cost-
share percentage equal to 
that of the neighboring 
county to the east.

Garrett County is now 
eligible for 90% state par-
ticipation for Fiscal Years 
2023 and 2024. The full 
IAC presentation to the 
board of education was 
held back on March 22.

Board comments be-
fore the vote

Grimm & Parker archi-
tect David Wolf and Direc-
tor of Maintenance, Fa-
cilities, Operations and 
Transportation Richard 
Wesolowski received sev-
eral questions from board 
members regarding the 
two updated education-
al specification reports for 
the projects.

Rinker said that while 
she was impressed with 
the project presentation 
and the litany of specific 
details, she has concerns 
about what she thinks is 
the contradictory nature of 
the new Broad Ford build-
ing’s larger size for the 
projected amount of en-
rollment.

BOE approves grade band alignment, modernization plan
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Pictured above is a conceptual design for the main entrance of the modernized South-
ern Middle School building that will house pre-K through sixth-graders under the new 
grade band realignment.

by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Sever-
al years of planning culmi-
nated on Saturday with fa-
vorable weather for Garrett 
County’s Sesquicentenni-
al Celebration, marking the 
150th anniversary of the in-
corporation of the county in 
1872.

Over 2,000 people are esti-
mated to have been in atten-
dance for the day-long free 
event, which included dis-
plays from each of the coun-
ty’s towns, dignitaries with 
proclamations, agricultural 
demonstrations, storytell-

ing, monologues, music, a 
robotics demonstration and 
a variety of food.

During the opening cer-
emonies, Commissioner 
Paul Edwards welcomed the 
group and thanked the com-
mittee that put the event to-
gether. He spoke about the 
commemorative coin set 
that was offered.

“Obviously, the collectors 
coins are a big hit,” he said. 
“I know a lot of you thought 
that was the line to see the 
queen, but that’s actual-
ly the line to get in and get 
the commemorative coins.”

Over 2,000 attend Sesquicentennial Celebration
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Garrett County Commissioner Paul Edwards addresses the crowd during the opening ceremonies. At far left are State 
Sen. George Edwards and Del. Wendell Beitzel.

by Trevor King

EDITOR

KITZMILER — The Gar-
rett County Board of Com-
missioners held a public 
meeting at the Kitzmiller 
School on Tuesday after-
noon.

This was the final meet-
ing of the commission-
ers’ series of public meet-
ings held around Garrett 
County, which began back 
in June.

Tuesday’s meeting fea-
tured a light agenda as it 
began with recognizing 
appointments to the Deep 
Creek Watershed Zoning 
Appeals Board. Stephen 
Gnegy and Michael Beard 
were reappointed to their 
positions for three-year 
terms.

There were also amend-
ments and restatements 
for the Garrett County 
Law Enforcement Person-
nel Pension Plan and the 
Garrett County Personnel 
Pension Plan.

The proposed amend-
ments primarily deal with 
administrative issues, ad-
dressing the treatment of 
covered employee trans-
fers and benefit payments 
between the Garrett Coun-
ty Personnel Retirement 
Plan and the Garrett Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Per-
sonnel Retirement Plan 
and updating the trustees 
of each plan.

The transfer of employ-
ees from one plan to the 
other gives covered em-

ployees’ different options 
to actuarially bring the rel-
ative values of the differ-
ent plans (term and contri-
bution rates) in line.

The last restatement was 
in 2015.

Public comments fol-
lowed the agenda items. 
The first came from Mo-
nique Mehring, who 
brought up an issue regard-
ing the lack of local access 
to Maryland-base news sta-
tions in Garrett County.

“I feel like we should be 

able to have easier access 
to television news that hap-
pens within our own state 
instead of relying on Penn-
sylvania,” said Mehring.

Commission Chairman 
Paul Edwards talked about 
how the issue is that it has 
to be one or the other, and 
trying to switch stations 
would upset a lot of people.

“The other question that 
comes up is that if we do 
go Maryland television, we 
would actually fall into the 
D.C. and Virginia market 

and not the Baltimore mar-
ket,” said Edwards. “Even 
within the people that do 
want a change, there’s 
some discrepancy. I can tell 
you without question that 
overwhelmingly, the people 
of this county do not want 
a change.”

Edwards also said that 
even if most county res-
idents wanted a station 
change, and the commis-
sion petitioned the FCC for 
that and went through the 
whole process, the corpora-
tion could still decide that 
it’s not happening. How-
ever, he did agree there 
should be more choice for 
county consumers, even 
though it’s not available 
right now.

“We have spoken with 
Congressman Trone to 
pressure the FCC to al-
low consumer choice,” said 
Edwards. “If you can pick 
which type of internet you 
want, you should be able to  
‘a la carte’ whatever chan-
nels you want.

“Unfortunately, for what-
ever reason, that is not an 
option, even though ev-
erybody and their mother 
knows that down the road 
that’s where we’re going 
to be. We’re just not there 
yet.”

Mehring said that as  
long as commissioners are 
putting pressure on feder-
al agencies and officials, it 
was a good step.

“I’ll come back and ask 
you all again in two years,” 
Mehring said.

“I will tell you this can-
didly,” said Edwards. “If 
the three of us could just 
make this decision without 
any social ramifications, we 
would change to add Mary-
land options, because we all 
want Maryland television 
as well. However, it is over-
whelming the response we 
got — literally thousands of 
emails and phone calls say-
ing, ‘Don’t change our TV 
... if we can’t have both.’”

County commissioners hold meeting in Kitzmiller
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The Garrett County Commissioners held a public inside the Kitzmiller School on Tuesday 
afternoon.
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