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HART for Animals starts 
Third Thursday Sewing 
Circle.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Lakers improve to 5-1 
heading into Thanksgiving 
break.

Page C1

SPORTS

‘Herald the Holidays’ to 
be presented by Garrett 
Community Concert Band.

$1.00 $1.00tax included tax included

DEATHS

KNOTTS, Richard G., 
92, Eglon, W.Va.

TAYLOR, Betty J., 90, 
Williamsport.

INSIDE: Holiday Celebration Special Section

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — District 2B 
Delegate Neil Parrott kicked 
off his campaign to represent 
District 6 in the U.S. House of 
Representatives last Thurs-
day morning at the gazebo in 
downtown Oakland.

The Republican candidate 
also made stops in Cumber-
land, Hagerstown, Frederick 
and Germantown that day. He 
was accompanied by his wife, 
April, and their children, Pa-
tience, Charity and Neilson. A 
small contingency of support-
ers from Washington County 
also traveled to Oakland to 
hear Parrott’s announcement.

Delegate Wendell Beitzel 
and members of the Garrett 
County Republican Central 
Committee welcomed them 
to Oakland.

“I want to help my kids to 

have a future that’s going to 
be favorable to them,” Parrott 
said.

He indicated Western Mary-

land values were not currently 
being represented in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“We need a consistent, com-

mon sense conservative,” he 
said. “And I would be honored 
to represent District 6 in Con-
gress.”

Parrott and his wife started 
the Hagerstown Tea Party in 
2008.

“What we need to do is keep 
our freedom going, keep allow-
ing the market to work the 
way it needs to work,” he said. 
“We started the Hagerstown 
Tea Party to help produce our 
freedoms, to maintain our 
freedoms and work for our 
freedoms.”

He reviewed some of his 
ideas concerning border secu-
rity, private company bailouts 
and healthcare reform.

“One thing I care about is 
‘pro patient,’” the candidate 
said. “I want people who are 
going to the doctor to be able 
to choose their doctors. I want 
them to be able to choose their 
health insurance plans. What 
we’ve passed in our country is 
really not sustainable.”

Delegate Neil Parrott running for Congress

Staff photo by Renée Shreve

Garrett County’s Del. Wendell Beitzel, center, introduces District 2B State Del. Neil Parrott, left. 
The Hagerstown resident officially kicked off his campaign to represent Western Maryland in the 
U.S. House of Representatives last week.

Submitted photo

Earlier this year, a flock of turkeys stops by a sunflower 
feeder on a Deep Creek Lake deck. Submitted by Rob-
ert Lewis and his daughter, Jennifer Bass, they said they 
hadn’t seen the fowl on their deck in 25 years until recent-
ly, and they hope the birds remain accounted for through 
Thanksgiving.

Hiding out for 
the holiday

From Staff Reports

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. Lar-
ry Hogan recently announced 
more than $30 million in 
Fiscal Year 2020 neighbor-
hood revitalization program 
awards. Of that funding, 
$190,000 was awarded to 
three local projects.

Grants from the Communi-
ty Legacy program, the Stra-
tegic Demolition Fund, the 
Baltimore Regional Neigh-
borhood Initiative, the Na-
tional Capital Strategic Eco-
nomic Development Fund 
and the Seed Community 
Development Anchor Insti-
tution Fund will support 181 
projects in 23 jurisdictions 
across Maryland and are an-
ticipated to leverage more 
than $600 million in private 
and nonprofit sector funds.

Locally, Grantsville was 

awarded $100,000 from the 
Strategic Demolition Fund. 
As part of the Garrett Arts 
Grantsville Center project, 
the funding will be used to 
demolish the old Billy Bend-
er Chevrolet building along 
Main Street.

Garrett County Commu-
nity Action was awarded 
$90,000 through the Commu-
nity Legacy program. Of that 
funding, $80,000 will be used 
for the Garrett County Facade 
Program. Interior and exte-
rior improvements will be 
made to several businesses in 
the Sustainable Community 
area. The remaining $10,000 
will go toward renovation of 
the Deer Park gazebo, which 
is located adjacent to the 
town’s Veterans Memorial.

Revitalization funding 
awarded to 3 local projects 

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

GARRETT COUNTY — 
Since late winter, five SureS-
can Age ID Authenticator 
scanning devices have been 
utilized throughout Garrett 
County at licensed communi-
ty events, package stores, bars 
and restaurants.

This was made possible 
through a grant obtained by 
the Garrett County Health 
Department and is aimed at 
minimizing underage drink-
ing.

“In Garrett County in the 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 
one of the issues that always 
presents itself typically is the 
frequency of binge drinking 
and the%age of high school 
students particularly and 
young adults who aren’t yet 
21 who get involved with 
binge drinking and/or under-
age drinking,” said Freder-
ick Polce Jr., director of the 
Garrett County Behavioral 
Health Authority/Local Man-
agement Board. “So one of 
the intents for this SureScan 
was to hopefully eventually 
get them used at not just the 

fundraising events but also 
at establishments that serve 
alcohol.”

Polce explained that the 
first scanners were obtained 

in Garrett County in Febru-

ary and were used at the Deep 

Creek Dunk.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — Garrett 
County welcomes 1.2 million 
visitors each year, President/
CEO Nicole Christian report-
ed during the chamber of 
commerce’s recent Business 
Before Hours at Wisp Resort.

Tourism was the focus of the 
networking event.

Visitors to Maryland spend 
approximately $299 million, 
resulting in an estimated to-
tal economic impact of $347 
million, Christian reported.

She noted the county has 
seen steady, record-breaking 
increases since 2010.

“And we expect this trend to 
continue,” Christian said. “As 
the destination marketing or-
ganization for Garrett County, 

your chamber has been ag-
gressive and innovative with 
our marketing strategies, 
while leveraging relationships 

and partnerships at the local 

and state level.”

SureScan Age ID devices 
utilized throughout the county

Staff photo by Brenda Ruggiero

Cashier Ashley Hileman utilizes the SureScan device at McHen-
ry Beverage Shoppe.

More than 1 million people 
visit Garrett Co. each year

Staff photo by Renée Shreve

More than 30 chamber members attended last week’s Business 
Before Hours at Wisp Resort. At left is Sarah Duck, vice presi-
dent of tourism and marketing for the Garrett County Chamber 
of Commerce, who provided an update on local tourism.
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