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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County students will be 
staying home while they go 
to school for the first nine 
weeks starting in Septem-
ber.

The Garrett County 
Board of Education at a 
special meeting Tuesday ac-
cepted the recommendation 
of Superintendent Barbara 
Baker to begin school in a 
“modified red” stage that 
will only bring in groups of 
students into the buildings. 
Those students would be 

ones who 
require 
special 
attention 
or ser-
vices that 
could not 
be pro-
vided at 
home.

The 
state Department of Edu-
cation’s re-entry model has 
coded the plans by color: 
red for online-only instruc-
tion, yellow for a hybrid of 
virtual and in-person learn-
ing, green for a full return 
to face-to-face instruction 

and blue for the students 
who choose to commit to a 
form of homeschooling un-
der the state’s online cur-
riculum.

The Garrett Board of Ed-
ucation voted 3-1 to start 
virtual learning Sept. 8, 
with a goal of eventual-
ly bringing students back 
into schools on a four-day-
per-week schedule in the 
second quarter, if specific 
conditions permit it. 

Voting in favor of the ac-
tion were board members 
Charlotte Sebold, Matthew 
Paugh and Rodney Glotfel-
ty. Monica Rinker cast the 

lone vote in opposition.
“As a parent with chil-

dren in the school system, 
I wish that we could do the 
yellow model,” Rinker said.

Other board members 
said students should return 
to school as soon as possi-
ble, but not at the risk of 
safety.

Board President Tom 
Woods said he looks for-
ward to a return to a de-
gree of “normalcy” from 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

“But I am also smart 
enough to know that we are 
not there yet. Until we get 
to that time, we will be cau-

tious,” he said.
Woods said the public had 

submitted 107 survey re-
sponses on opening school 
this year, and 65 percent 
were in favor of some form 
of virtual learning, while 35 
percent wanted face-to-face 
instruction for students.

Glotfelty, a former county 
health officer, said the nine 
weeks of students learning 
from home are necessary 
to assess what will happen 
with COVID-19 spreading 
in Garrett County. Seeing 
the transmission rates for 
August and September will 
help to determine the level 

of confidence in returning 
to a more traditional school 
model.

“We’re only talking about 
nine weeks, and if we can 
go back safely at the end of 
nine weeks, I think that’s 
to everyone’s benefit in the 
county,” Glotfelty said.

Going through  
the colors

Baker said much of the 
public response has been to 
“bring our children back in 
the green. Bring them back 
five days a week with their 
teachers.”

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — The U.S. 
Census Bureau has an-
nounced that it will begin 
following up with house-
holds in select areas that 
have not yet responded to 
the 2020 Census.

Census takers will begin 
going door-to-door today for 
interviews in Garrett Coun-
ty (which is part of the Hag-
erstown Area Census Office 
region.) Work will be con-
cluded no later than Oct. 
31.

The bureau also plans 
to work to increase self-re-
sponses in rural communi-
ties during the Rural Action 
Weekend, Aug. 2-8.

According to Audra L. 
Harrison, media and part-
nership specialist for the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s Phil-
adelphia region, Garrett 
County’s current self-re-
sponse rate is 48.6 percent. 
The final 2010 self-response 

rate was 49.1 percent.
“Garrett County needs to 

hear from everyone — it’s 
your constitutional duty,” 
said Thomas Vose, who is 
part of the local Complete 
Count Committee. “Your 
schools, health-care facil-
ities and government all 
count on funding based on 
accurate census data, so 
save yourself a visit and 
complete your census today 
if you haven’t already.”

Households can still re-
spond now by completing 
and mailing back the pa-
per questionnaire they re-
ceived, by responding on-
line at 2020census.gov or 
by phone at 844-330-2020.

Households can also re-
spond online or by phone in 
one of 13 languages and find 
assistance in many more. 
Those who respond will not 
need to be visited to obtain 
their census response.

The U.S. Census Bureau 
also announced that it will 

begin emailing households 
in low-responding areas to 
encourage them to respond 
to the 2020 Census.

Millions of emails will 
be sent this week and then 
grow in numbers and con-
tinue into September. 
These emails will supple-
ment a final campaign re-
minding people to respond 
to the 2020 Census on their 
own, as census takers be-
gin asking households to 
respond to the census.

The email messages will 
alert households in low-re-
sponse areas that time is 
running out and their re-
sponse to the 2020 Census 
is important for their com-
munities. The emails will 
invite people to respond on-
line at 2020census.gov.

People who have re-
ceived the email and ha-
ven’t already responded 
should click on the link 
provided and complete the 
census online. It’s easy, 

safe and important.
The emails will go to all 

households that the Cen-
sus Bureau has contact 
information for in census 
block groups with a re-
sponse rate lower than 50 
percent. This will include 
households who may have 
already responded. In to-
tal, the Census Bureau ex-
pects to email more than 
20 million households in 
these low-responding ar-
eas.

The email messages will 
come from 2020census@
subscriptions.census.gov 
and will give recipients the 
option to opt out of receiv-
ing future messages.

The Census Bureau is 
also considering sending 
text messages to areas that 
have low response. This 
contact method will help 
increase response rates 
and reduce the need for 
in-person follow-up.

From Staff Reports

McHENRY — Garrett 
College will offer face-to-
face classes as one of four 
learning options planned 
for the fall semester, ac-
cording to college officials.

Asynchronous online, 
synchronous remote (full 
remote instruction using 
Zoom or Microsoft Teams) 
and face-to-face switch 
classes will also be part of 
the college’s course offer-
ings.

With the face-to-face 
switch format, half of the 
class will attend one day 
a week and the other half 
will attend class on the oth-
er day of the week, with stu-
dents using Zoom or Micro-
soft Teams to participate in 
the class the day they are 
not physically present.

“Our Academic Affairs 
Division, working in con-
cert with IT and facilities, 
did a great job determining 
in what formats we could 
safely deliver instruction 
during a pandemic,” said 
Dr. Richard Midcap, Gar-
rett College’s president, in 
announcing the class op-
tions.

Like colleges and uni-
versities across the nation, 
Garrett College transi-
tioned to an all-online in-

structional platform in re-
sponse to the coronavirus 
pandemic for the second 
half of the spring semester. 
Midcap said the college has 
a plan in place to pivot back 
to an all-online instruction-
al format this fall if the pan-
demic worsens in Garrett 
County or the state.

“All of our decisions with 
regard to addressing this 
pandemic will be made 
in concert with the Gar-
rett County Health De-
partment, Garrett Region-
al Medical Center officials 
and the Maryland Higher 
Education Commission,” 
Midcap said. “Obviously, 
we will also make sure our 
return plan continues to 
align with any of Gov. [Lar-
ry] Hogan’s executive or-
ders that remain in place, 

as well as CDC [Centers 
for Disease Control] guid-
ance.”

Dr. Qing Yuan, Garrett 
College dean of academic 
affairs and chief academic 
officer, said the instruction-
al formats to be offered this 
fall were developed around 
promoting social distanc-
ing, along with enhanced 
cleaning procedures and 
other mitigation strategies.

“For classes with a face-
to-face component, we’ve 
drastically reduced room 
caps,” Yuan said. “We’ve 
also implemented policies 
— including required face 
coverings, a ban on food 
and drinks in the class-
rooms and a one-hour 
break between room usage 
to allow for cleaning and 
reduce hallway interaction 

— to support healthy pan-
demic practices.”

Shelley Menear, direc-
tor of equity and compli-
ance, said each student 
will be issued a Garrett Col-
lege-branded face covering.

“We are still learning 
about effective mitigation 
strategies, but we know the 
wearing of face coverings is 
one of them,” said Menear, 
noting the college is also 
requiring all students and 
employees to complete an 
online daily health assess-
ment before coming to cam-
pus. “We will be educating 
our students as they return 
as to the steps we’ve imple-
mented to provide them a 
safe and effective learning 
environment.”

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County has had another 10 
cases of COVID-19 reported 
in the past week, bringing 
the cumulative total as of 
Wednesday morning to 44.

The recent increase in 
positive cases “continues to 
show that we have asymp-
tomatic community spread 
of COVID-19 in Garrett 
County,” said Dr. Jennifer 
Corder, deputy health offi-
cer for Garrett and Allega-
ny Counties. “We can expect 
that other well-feeling indi-

viduals in our communi-
ty have COVID-19, and for 
this reason, we remind you 
to wear your mask, wash 
your hands and practice 
physical distancing when 
out in public.”

Half of the new cases were 
confirmed at Dennett Road 
Manor Nursing Home.

Two are staff members, 
a woman in her 20s and a 
woman in her 30s. Both 
were reported by the Gar-
rett County Health Depart-
ment to be asymptomatic 
and isolating at their homes.

Face-to-face classes part of GC plan

Submitted photo 

Garrett College, seen here in an aerial view, has announced its plans for conducting the 
fall semester.

Census Bureau to follow up with local households

Submitted photo

A census worker drops off materials. Census Bureau staff 
will follow local health officials’ guidance when wearing 
personal protective equipment.

See CLASSES, A5
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New COVID-19 
cases in bring 
Garrett total to 44

File photo

Half of the new COVID-19 cases reported in the past 
week in Garrett County came from the Dennett Road Man-
or Nursing Home, according to the Garrett County Health 
Department.
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Students to spend first nine weeks of school at home

Baker
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