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TERRA ALTA — Terra 
Alta’s town council meeting 
turned into a seven-hour 
standoff between the mayor 
and council members Mon-
day night — including a call 
for sheriff’s deputies to pre-
vent one person from enter-
ing the Town Hall.

The marathon session re-
sulted from a conflict over a 
video in which a town em-
ployee allegedly pushed Re-
corder John Trembly, with 
Mayor Bobby DeLauder 
present in the town’s recy-
cling center. Trembly has 
since filed a complaint with 
the West Virginia State Po-
lice over the incident, and it 
is under investigation.

After the regular part of 
the meeting and after the 
public comment period, 
Councilman Jason Myers 
called for an executive ses-
sion to discuss the video of 
the May 6 altercation.

When Myers moved to go 
into executive session, De-
Lauder replied, “It is not on 
the agenda. Do I have a mo-
tion for adjournment?”

“Nothing is on the agenda 
that you don’t want on the 
agenda,” Myers said.

After approximately five 
minutes of silence, DeLaud-
er agreed to the executive 
session. That session lasted 
approximately 30 minutes 
with the public and press 
standing outside the town 
hall.

The session appeared to 
be heated, with several of 
the councilmen standing up 
and pointing fingers at the 
mayor and speaking in loud 
voices.

When the public was per-
mitted back in the room, 
DeLauder called again for 
adjournment. One council-
man moved to adjourn the 
meeting, but no second was 
heard.

With the meeting at a 
standstill, Councilman Ce-
cil Royce departed, and De-
Lauder went to his office 
while the council and mem-

bers of the audience criti-
cized the mayor’s tactics for 
several hours.

Throughout the meeting, 
COVID-19 restrictions were 
a factor in the debate.

Approximately five min-
utes before the meeting be-
gan, DeLauder announced 
to the council and those in 
attendance that everyone 
needed to have a mask on, 
as well as answer questions 
regarding their health.

“We are only permitted 
to have four additional peo-
ple in the meeting due to 
COVID-19 regulations and 

the square footage of the 
building,” DeLauder said. “I 
just found this out.”

Council members dis-
agreed and said he cannot 
limit the number of people 
due to open meeting laws.

“How can you stop people 
from coming into the meet-
ing?” Councilman Ches-
ter Fitchett asked. “If they 
can’t come into the meeting, 
we can’t have the meeting 
because it is an open meet-
ing. We can’t tell people they 
can’t come to the meeting.”
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Terra Alta meeting turns into seven-hour standoff

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Terra Alta Mayor Bobby DeLauder, left, and Recorder John Trembly stand at the front 
door of the Town Hall early Tuesday after sheriff’s deputies were called in to address 
a social distancing issue.
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TERRA ALTA — A Ter-
ra Alta town employee 
was charged with assault 
Wednesday, and then he filed 
a temporary personal safety 
order against the town re-
corder he was accused of 
shoving.

Wesley David Nazelrod, 
62, was charged in the May 

6 incident 
involving 
Record-
er John 
Trembly 
and May-
or Bobby 
DeLauder. 
The con-
frontation 
was re-

corded by Trembly and was 
posted to YouTube.

According to the criminal 
complaint, Nazelrod made 
physical contact with Trem-
bly after an argument over 
the maintenance of a street 
sweeper. Nazelrod then 
pushed Trembly and raised 
his first at the victim tell-
ing him, “I’ll assault you.” 
This incident occurred at 

the sewer building.
On May 16, the trooper 

interviewed Nazelrod, who 
stated he did not touch Trem-
bly and that Trembly told 
him he would file arrest war-
rants if he touched Trembly. 
The trooper reviewed the 
footage, which shows Nazel-
rod made unwanted contact 
with Trembly, and Trembly 
never threatened Nazelrod 
with arrest.

Employee charged; 
town recorder served 
with safety order
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Terra Alta employee Wesley 
Nazelrod is shown in a 
video taken May 6 by Town 
Recorder John Trembly. 
Nazelrod was charged by 
State Police on a warrant 
issued Saturday for misde-
meanor assault on Trembly.

Trembly
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KINGWOOD — Every-
thing in the county offic-
es went smoothly Monday, 
the first day back to nor-
mal business with walk-in 
traffic since the statewide 
COVID-19 shutdown in 
March.

“We served 205 people,” 
County Administrator 
Kathy Mace said at Tues-
day’s County Commission 
meeting. “We had a line in 
the beginning, and then ev-
erything moved quickly.”

Each person who en-
tered the courthouse an-
nex was screened with 
questions about their 
health, temperatures tak-

en and masks worn.
“I can only commend 

the public on the first day,” 
Mace said.

The annex was able to 
accommodate people by ap-
pointment in each office, as 
well as walk-ins.

The majority of the cus-
tomers were there to pay 
their taxes and for DMV 
business, according to Mace.

Preston County Health 
Department Administrator 
V.J. Davis said the county 
remains at 15 positive cases 
of the virus. Three of those 
cases are isolated and treat-
ing at home, one is hospital-
ized and 10 have recovered.

Commission President 
Samantha Stone said she 
has been receiving ques-

tions regarding yard sales, 
because it is the time of the 
year these items begin to 
take place.

On Monday, “the gover-
nor put out guidance for 
flea markets and auctions,” 
Davis said. “I believe they 
would be the same for yard 
sales.”

He also said yard sales 
are being discouraged. Da-
vis believes yard sales are 
not something that is need-
ed at this time. If someone 
is going to have a yard sale, 
there should not be more 
than 25 people at the site, 
social distancing should be 
practiced, and face masks 
worn.

County buildings reopen for 
first time in two months
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In this image taken from video, Preston County commissioners are told by Administrator 
Kathy Mace, right, that reopening the county buildings Monday went smoothly.
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CHARLESTON — A 
second inmate at Huttons-
ville Correctional Center in 
Randolph County has test-
ed positive for COVID-19, 
West Virginia Commission-
er of Corrections Betsy Jiv-
iden said Wednesday.

On Tuesday, Gov. Jim 
Justice had called for se-
lect testing at the pris-
on after it was disclosed 
that a 62-year-old male in-
mate and a “part-time staff 
member” had tested posi-
tive for the virus.

Speaking at the gover-
nor’s daily press briefing 
Wednesday, Jividen said 
there are now two con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
among inmates, along with 
two staff members.

“Both inmates were iso-
lated, quarantined on Mon-
day due to low-grade fevers, 
and were caught through 
our process of medical 
screening that we’ve been 
using up to and continuing 
now in compliance with the 
CDC guidelines and in co-
ordination and consulta-
tion with the Bureau of 
Public Health and the local 
health department,” the 
corrections commissioner 
said.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, members of the West 
Virginia National Guard 

assisted 
with test-
ing in the 
section of 
the prison 
where the 
first case 
was dis-
covered, 
Jividen 
said.

“We have over 200 em-
ployees that were tested to-
day,” Jividen said. “The Na-
tional Guard is returning 
tomorrow between shifts 
so we can get the rest. Also, 
the 43 inmates who live on 
the unit with the two who 
have tested positive have 
also been tested.”

All test results were pend-
ing as of Wednesday after-
noon, according to Jividen.

“We will wait and look at 
these test results and then 
get the expert guidance 
from Dr. [Clay] Marsh and 
the Bureau of Public Health 
and from the state and local 
health authorities and then 
proceed as they feel is best 
with respect to any more 
targeted or advanced test-
ing,” she said.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Health and 
Human Resources reported 
another COVID-19-related 
death Thursday morning.

COVID-19 infiltrates 
state prison system
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A second inmate at Huttonsville Correctional Center in 
Randolph County has tested positive for COVID-19, West 
Virginia Commissioner of Corrections Betsy Jividen said 
Wednesday.

Jividen
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