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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The Pres-
ton County Commission will be 
opening the county buildings to 
the public with no temperatures 
taken or questions asked begin-
ning today.

“Now that we have this tool,” 
county Administrator Kathy 
Mace said referring to state’s 
County Alert System for dai-
ly cases of COVID-19, “this is 
what everyone in Preston Coun-
ty is looking to as what to do.”

Preston County is in the 
green phase for the number of 
COVID-19 cases in the county.

“This is as good as it gets,” 
Mace said. “Starting after La-
bor Day, the annex, animal shel-
ter and the Extension Office will 
be going to the new process.”

Mace said the courthouse is un-
der the West Virginia Supreme 
Court rules, and she is not sure 
what the plans are there.

If the county remains in the 
green or yellow phases, the pro-
tocol will stay the same.

“If at any time it goes to or-
ange, the protocols will go back 
into service,” Mace said.

The different stages include 
green, at which Preston Coun-
ty is, for three or fewer cases per 
100,000 people; yellow is 3.1 to 
9.9 cases per 100,000; orange is 
10 to 24.9 cases; and red is 25-
plus cases.

Visitors will still be asked to 
wear masks and continue to 
social distancing when in the 
buildings. Mace said they have 
seen a significant reduction in 
having to give people masks.

“The majority of people are 
accustomed to wearing masks 
now,” Mace said. “They respect 
each other.”

The commission also adopted 
policies and procedures for em-
ployees regarding COVID-19.

The county is encouraging 
employees to stay home if they 
are sick. If experiencing symp-
toms of COVID-19, employees 
are encouraged to contact their 
health-care provider.

County offices won’t require COVID-19 screenings
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Employees at the courthouse annex, the Extension Office, and the animal shelter will no longer being tak-
ing temperatures and asking questions about COVID-19 beginning today.
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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Preston 
County drivers know how 
difficult the roads can be 
to traverse across every 

day.
How-

ever, on 
Sept. 3, 
state Sen. 
Charles 
Clem-
ents, 
R-Wet-
zel, expe-
rienced 
the roads 

firsthand. Clements is the 
chairman of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure 
Committee as well as the 
Transportation Account-
ability Committee.

Clements drove around 
the county with Sen. Dave 
Sypolt, R-Preston, and 
Del. Terri Funk-Sypolt, 
R-Preston, at their invi-
tation.

“We have been asking 
him to come and drive 
our roads for a while,” 
Funk-Sypolt said. 

Transportation chairman 
rides on Preston roads
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Dennis Road has received attention from the Division of 
Highways since this photo was taken, state lawmakers 
said.

Clements
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MASONTOWN — Legis-
lation has gone into effect 
that permits all-terrain ve-
hicles to travel on roads 
— provided they have the 
proper licensing require-
ments.

The “street-legal special 

purpose vehicles” in Sen-
ate Bill 690 include not 
only the ATVs, but also 
utility terrain vehicles and 
mini-trucks.

Although the ATVs and 
others are now permitted 
on the roads, rules and reg-
ulations do apply.

The vehicles are prohib-
ited from traveling more 

than 20 miles on a road 
with a center line.

“Previously, the ATVs 
were only permitted to 
ride from one side of a trail 
to another,” Sen. Dave Sy-
polt, R-Preston, said, but 
the ATVs would travel far-
ther many times.

ATVs with the proper 
licensing and equipment 
permitted on many roads
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Legislation now allows ATVs and other off-road vehicles to be ridden on many West 
Virginia roads with the proper licensing, registration and equipment.

See COUNTY, A3

See ROADS, A3 See ATVS, A3

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

KINGWOOD — School of-
ficially opens today, but regu-
lar classes in Preston Coun-
ty won’t start until Monday.

And while the students 
will start their year of 
learning either in the class-
rooms or from home, a na-
tionwide technology short-
age means that less than 
half the devices ordered for 
this year have arrived.

In a video posted to the 
Preston County Schools 
page on Facebook, Assis-
tant Superintendent Brad 

Martin said the technology 
department has been work-
ing to supply the 800 virtu-
al students with school-is-
sued laptops and iPads, 
as well as the remaining 
grade levels that will re-
ceive them this year. 

Because the school sys-
tem has been working for 
years to get laptops into 
the hands of all students in 
grades five through 12, the 
national demand for com-
puters hasn’t hit quite so 
hard at home.

This would have been 
the final year for the “1:1 
Laptop Initiative,” but now 

third and fourth grades are 
being added this year be-
cause of the changes stem-
ming from COVID-19. 
That means 1,300 more 
computers are required 
this year to outfit grades 
three through 12, but only 
550 had arrived as of last 
week, Martin said. 

Arrival of the remaining 
machines may not be un-
til well into September, he 
said.

“We are extremely sor-
ry for the delays in devices 
being provided to our stu-
dents,” Martin said. “How-
ever, we will continue to try 

to support these students 
and parents until all devic-
es arrive and can be distrib-
uted to our students.”

The iPads for kindergar-
ten through second grade 
are tentatively set to arrive 
Sept. 8, but time is needed 
to prepare the devices, and 
they are tentatively sched-
uled to be distributed on 
the week of Sept. 14.

Shortages will be impact-
ing all in-person students 
in grades five and nine, as 
well as Kingwood and Fel-
lowsville fourth-graders. 

As school opens in Preston County, laptop computers are in short supply
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School officially starts this week in Preston County, but 
classes will begin on Monday, Sept. 14.See SCHOOL, A3


