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STAFF WRITER

FRIENDSVILLE — 
Friendsville Town Council-
man James Hook is thank-
ful he was wearing a bicycle 
helmet when he went for a 
routine ride last week.

An encounter with a deer 
could have ended very dif-
ferently if his head had not 
been protected.

The incident occurred at 
around 7:30 p.m. March 
30.

“I was descending down 
Dixon Road towards 
Friendsville,” Hook said. 
“I remember making the 
90-degree left-hand turn 
onto the steeper part of the 
road. I saw a truck traveling 
behind me, and I thought 
to myself that ‘I think I can 
beat that vehicle to the bot-
tom of the hill.’”

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — The town’s 
Christmas tree is dying and 
needs to be removed, Oak-
land’s mayor said Monday.

Mayor Jay Moyer said a 
conversation was held re-
cently about the tree, which 
is located in a large plant-
er in front of the Oakland 
B&O Museum and across 
from the Museum of Trans-
portation.

The community Christ-
mas tree was placed there 
20 years ago as a memori-
al to Dale Leatherwood, a 
wildlife biologist, conserva-
tionist and sportsman.

“We went over there and 
did a visual inspection, and 
… the one thing I think we 
all agree upon is the tree 
is quickly reaching its de-
mise from being planted in 
that planter,” Moyer told 
the town council Monday. 
“Something needs to be 
done with it, and it needs to 
be done soon.”

One of the people in-
volved in the discussion 
was Marshall Stacy, whose 
family was involved in cre-
ation of the memorial. Moy-
er said Stacy has some ideas 
for how the tree should be 
used after its removal, but 
is in agreement that the tall 
pine needs to be replaced.

Moyer said the only 
growth is occurring at the 
ends of the limbs, so even 
light trimming of the tree 
would cut it back to bare 
branches.

“The limbs are becoming 
weak and cannot support 
the Christmas decorations 
that are on it,” he said. “It’s 
pretty obvious what’s there 
now can’t stay.”

The mayor said it is up 
to Stacy to decide about 
the tree’s removal and re-
placement, as it is a memo-
rial to one of his relatives. 
The town won’t simply take 
down the tree, but will work 

with the families involved, 
Moyer said.

It won’t be an easy job, as 
there are concerns about the 
electrical system surround-
ing the tree to provide light-
ing, as well as the size of the 
root ball inside the planter, 
he said.

In other business:
— Moyer said word has 

been received from U.S. 
Sen. Ben Cardin’s repre-
sentative that Oakland 
will receive an estimated 
$1,516,971 from the local 
fiscal recovery fund that is 
part of the American Res-
cue Plan.

There will be a timeline 
on when the money can be 
used and a set of rules on 
what can be done with it, 
he said.

“When we get the ex-

act amount, along with the 
rules and regulations on 
how it can be used, we’re 
going to sit down and 
come up with some ideas 
on what we may need to do 
with that money. This is a 
very important issue that 
we’ll have to deal with,” 
Moyer said.

A special council meet-
ing may be required to 
consider how best to use 
the money, he said.

— A public hearing was 
held on the town’s 2021-22 
budget. Nobody spoke on 
the budget, and the coun-
cil passed it unanimously.

— An amendment to a 
water ordinance was ta-
bled until the next meet-
ing because of alterations 
requested by council mem-
bers.

The proposed changes 

come after a recent inci-
dent in which a valve got 
stuck open on one of the 
tanks used to store water 
for firefighting at the larg-
er buildings in town. Ex-
ecutive Coordinator Gwen 
Evans said work was be-
ing performed on one of the 
tanks, and while the work-
ers on the project were away 
for lunch, a valve opened on 
the unsupervised tank.

That caused a sharp drop 
in pressure that workers at 
the water department ini-
tially thought was a mas-
sive leak somewhere. When 
the water supervisor re-
membered seeing work be-
ing done on the tank earlier, 
officials went to the site and 
found a small river gushing 
from the valve, Evans said.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Despite 
the continued demand for 
COVID-19 vaccinations, 
people from Garrett Coun-
ty apparently aren’t willing 
to make round trips that 
could exceed four hours to 
obtain them.

County Administrator 
Kevin Null presented a re-
port from Health Officer 
Bob Stephens to the county 
commissioners Monday af-
ternoon, detailing the prog-
ress of the county’s vaccina-
tion effort.

“The Hagerstown site 
had 250 doses that were al-
located for Garrett County 
residents,” Null said. “Last 
week, there were only seven 
doses given out to Garrett 
County residents in Hager-
stown.”

The Western Mary-
land mass vaccination site 
opened March 25 in the 
Hagerstown Premium Out-
lets, and reports indicate 
that more than 10,000 dos-
es were administered in the 
first week.

Even when the western-
most vaccination site was 
still rumored to be com-
ing, Stephens had been vo-
cal in calling for a location 
closer to Garrett Coun-
ty. He pointed out on more 
than one occasion that even 

though Hagerstown is con-
sidered to be Western Mary-
land, it is actually closer to 
Baltimore than it is to Oak-
land.

Null said the Garrett 
County Health Department 
has requested that the state 
consider reallocating those 
doses set aside in Hager-
stown, and send them di-
rectly to Garrett County for 
local distribution.

Currently, the county is 
receiving 600 doses per week 
— 300 each for first and sec-
ond injections. That figure 
does not include the vaccine 
coming through federal dis-
tribution to pharmacies, 
retail locations and hospi-
tals. Null said the number 
of those doses isn’t known.

Still, 29.5% of the coun-
ty’s population has received 
a vaccination, Null said. Ac-
cording to Capital News 
Service, 19.1% have been 
fully vaccinated.

Eligibility expansion
Gov. Larry Hogan on 

Monday announced the ex-
pansion and acceleration of 
COVID-19 vaccine eligibil-
ity for all adults in Mary-
land.

On Tuesday, all Mary-
landers 16 and older be-
came eligible to get vacci-
nated at mass vaccination 
sites.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Deputy 
state fire marshals are con-
tinuing their investigation 
of a mobile home fire that 
claimed the life of a Garrett 
County man Tuesday morn-
ing.

At 10:13 a.m. Tuesday, 
the Deer Park Community 
Volunteer Fire Department 
was alerted for a structure 
fire at 3153 Bethlehem 
Road near Wolf Den Run 
State Park after a passer-by 
called to report the blaze.

Upon firefighters’ arriv-
al, they found a 16x42-foot 
mobile home that was en-
gulfed in flames. It took 15 
firefighters 10 minutes to 
bring the blaze under con-
trol. 

Upon further inspection, 

the occupant of the home 
was found dead inside the 
remnants of the structure.

Investigators from 
the  fire marshal’s West-
ern Region Office were re-
quested to conduct an ori-
gin-and-cause investigation 
of the fire.

Thus far, investiga-
tors have determined that 
smoke alarms were pres-
ent, but officials do not be-
lieve they were functional. 

It was learned that the 
occupant of the home was 
a smoker and was on home 
oxygen for health reasons. 
This combination may have 
contributed to the cause of 
the fire, but an exact cause 
remains under investiga-
tion.

Garrett County man 
dies in fire Tuesday

Submitted photo

This mobile home on Bethlehem Road burned to the 
ground Tuesday morning, killing a man inside.

County residents 
obtaining vaccines
closer to home

Friendsville town councilman 
survives bicycle/deer collision

Photo courtesy of James Hook

Friendsville Town Councilman James Hook’s evening began with him grilling hamburg-
ers for dinner on March 30. It ended with him being flown by helicopter to Morgantown 
after his bicycle collided with a deer.

Oakland’s Christmas tree must come down

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

The community Christmas tree is nearing its demise, according to Oakland Mayor Jay 
Moyer.
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