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Clean-Up Committee members New Preston
comment on building ordinance High School
County commissioners are
proposing some changes
by Kathy Plum
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — County commissioners received
comments this week from
three members of the Preston County Clean-Up Committee on a proposed dilapidated building ordinance.
The commission asked
the committee to comment
on proposed versions of the
ordinance by Tuesday. The
committee wrote the ordinance to enforce the cleanup of dilapidated properties that endanger public
health. The county commission must pass it in order for the ordinance to become law.
Passage of the ordinance
was delayed when Commissioner Samantha Stone said
she heard concerns that it
will be used against farmers, whose buildings aren’t always pretty, she said.
Commissioners are discussing incorporating parts of a
Raleigh County ordinance
or another version by Assistant Prosecutor Aaron
Yoho into the final version.
They asked the committee
to comment.
“I’m really anxious to see
the clean-up, dilapidated
building thing come back
to the forefront,” Commissioner Dave Price said at

Tuesday’s meeting.
Interim
Committee
Chairwoman
Amanda
Pitzer said she has more
than 14 years experience
working on litter and cleanup issues, from time on the
committee to personally
picking up litter.
“I have never once been
made aware of a scenario
in which the committee (or
other entity — town, homeowners association, DNR,
etc.,) was accused or found
to be guilty of overreach,”
she said.
The committee spent
more than six years working on the proposed ordinance, Pitzer said, and consulted many counties and
experts during the process.
It asked the County Commission to retain the WVU
Law Clinic to help, and it
refused, instead turning to
the county prosecutor’s office “that doesn’t have the
time nor legal expertise to
deal with this specific ordinance,” she said.
Pitzer doesn’t like the revised ordinance prepared
by Yoho. It differs from the
original only in adding “except those buildings used
for the purpose of farming”
to the original ordinance.
“I find this phrase too
vague and therefore easily abused,” she said. “If I

principal hired
Board also
votes on
other school
personnel
by Kathy Plum
STAFF WRITER
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Reedsville Council is concerned about the former bank
building at the intersection of W.Va. 92 and the Kingwood
Pike. It is just one of many dilapidated buildings in Preston County.

throw a bale of hay in a collapsing barn, is that a farm
purpose?”
Pitzer likes parts of the
Raleigh County ordinance,
but found it too long at 23
pages. “I bet others like this
because it very plainly spells
out the process,” she said.
“Most importantly, I feel
very strongly that there
should be no exemptions
to any cleanup ordinance,”

Pitzer said. “The process
that is laid out puts the burden of proof to determine if
a property is ‘unsafe, unsanitary, dangerous or detrimental to public safety or
welfare’ on first the committee and then the commission.” She trusts those
two entities to “be rational
and fair.”

See CLEAN-UP, A3

KINGWOOD — Todd
Seymour is Preston High
School’s new principal.
The Preston County Board
of Education voted 4-0 Monday, with Board President
Jack Keim absent, to appoint Seymour to the position, effective July 1.
Seymour is currently an
instructional coach for Preston County Schools and director of the county’s summer school program.
He grew up outside Philadelphia, attending Penn
State, then transferring
to the University of Valley
Forge, where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in Bible
studies.
For about the next 20
years, Seymour was a fulltime youth and children’s
ministry pastor. He also
worked for a while in a psychiatric hospital for adolescents and children, “which
helped me understand disabilities,” he said.

Seymour

“The last church I was
involved with, I was a children’s pastor in central
Pennsylvania. And then
when I left there, I decided
to pursue an education degree.”
He went through a program called ABCTE to get
his teaching certification,
then worked for the Williamsburg, Virginia, school
system as a high school math
teacher.
“I was in Williamsburg
for almost eight years and I
taught math, and I did summer school. I was assistant
school improvement specialist. My last two years there,
I decided to work on my master’s degree in administration,” Seymour said.

See PHS, A3

Canvass of municipal elections shows no changes
Results
certified
Wednesday
by Theresa Marthey
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Municipal election canvasses took
place on Monday with no
changes, according to town
clerks.
Certification of the election results took place
Wednesday, making all results official.
Municipalities that held
elections saw changes in
mayor, a completely new
council in one town and
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Tunnelton’s town council will remain as is with Brian Harris as mayor. Voters did vote to change their elections to
mirror county elections to save money.

very low turnout in another.
The elections in Masontown and Terra Alta saw

a change with the mayors
of the two towns. Masontown Mayor Roxie Turner
was beaten by Councilman

James
Cottrell.
In Terra Alta,
which
has experienced a
lot of conflict
in
Cottrell
the council
over
the past
couple of
years, incumbent
Mayor
Robert
Delauder was deTasker
feated by
Councilman James “Monk” Tasker.

Reedsville did not have
any candidates file for the
position of mayor. In accordance with state law,
Reedsville’s current mayor, Jason Titus, will retain
his position until someone
is appointed or elected to
the position. Sandy Kisner
also will retain her position
as recorder as no one filed
for that position.
Albright had all writein candidates on their ballot. Their election results
showed Roger Titchnell
won another term as mayor. Jane Stanton will remain as recorder. Council
members are Lori Lewis,
Michael W. Stahl, Linda S.
Miller, who are accompanied by newcomers Terry

Wiles and Robert McVicker.
Tunnelton and Newburg
did not have anyone file for
any council seats, and their
current councils also will
remain in place.
In Tunnelton, Brian Harris will continue as mayor.
He will be joined by Recorder April Wright and council
members Rose Wright, Leo
Moats, Patty Nicholson
and Christie Stevens.
The municipality also
had only five voters turn
up at the polls, all of whom
voted favor of changing
their election schedule to
run with the county’s election to save money.

See CANVASS, A3

McGrew House celebrates West Virginia’s 158th birthday Saturday
by Theresa Marthey
STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — This
weekend is West Virginia’s
158th birthday, and the McGrew Society is not letting it
go by without a celebration.
The McGrew Society will
be having its “Celebrate
West Virginia” event from
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Saturday.
“We will have the house
open for guests to tour and
take in the various McGrew
family and local history dis-

INDEX

plays,” McGrew Society Secretary Susan Hardesty said.
“This year, we will be unveiling a new map of the arbor.”
The arbor has 28 different types of trees and shrubs
that include five West Virginia state champion trees
and five different types of
conifers. Also in the arbor
are magnolias, Norway and
sugar maples and more.
A guided tour of the arbor will start at 10:30 a.m.
Guests have the option of

joining the tour or walking
around the grounds.
Finally, at 1 p.m., a special dedication program will
be held near the fringe tree.
The tree was planted in
memory of Mildred Lindley
by Preston County garden
club members.
The McGrew Society will
be serving birthday cookies
at the event. Admission to
the house and exhibits are
free. The gift shop will be offering West Virginia flags at
half price.
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Also opening for the first
time in 2021 will be the
County Seat Farmers Market from 9-11 a.m.
The market will offer local produce, microgreens,
herbs, meats and other
items for purchase from local farmers.
The market will be open
June 19 through Sept. 18,
depending on product availability. The market will be
open from 9-11 a.m. Saturdays and 4-6 p.m. Tuesdays.

See MCGREW, A3

Staff photo by Kathy Plum

This false cypress is one of several unusual trees in the
grove at McGrew House in Kingwood.
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