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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The tri-
al of a Morgantown man in-
dicted in a November 2019 
shooting death in Terra 
Alta is set to begin Wednes-
day in Preston County Cir-
cuit Court.

Aaron Glenn Hoard, 35, 
was indicted in June 2020 
on a count of first-degree 
murder in the death of 
Grant Felton. The trial is 
expected to last two-and-a-
half weeks.

On Wednesday, jury se-
lection will begin with 
preliminary examination 
of potential jurors by the 
judge or lawyers.

With approximately 98 
people in the jury pool, the 
selection process is sched-

uled for one day,  with open-
ing arguments scheduled 
for Thursday.

Because of COVID-19, 
the jury will be sitting in 
the gallery instead of the 
jury box. Jurors will have 
assigned seats six feet 
apart to maintain required 
social distancing.

Judge Steve Shaffer is 
also limiting the number 
of spectators allowed in 
the courtroom to 16 due to 
COVID-19. There will be 
eight spectators permitted 
for both the prosecution 
and defense.

The prosecution and de-
fense have more than 50 
people on their lists of wit-
nesses, with some overlap.

Hoard pleaded inno-
cent to the murder charge 

during his 
July 2020 
arraign-
ment in 
front of 
Shaffer 
and has 
been de-
nied bond 
twice.

In an 
October hearing, Assistant 
Prosecutor Megan Fields 
told the court the autop-
sy report on Felton had 
not been received near-
ly a year after the murder. 
Shaffer issued an order for 
the report to be sent from 
Charleston by Nov. 6.

Defense attorney Be-
linda Haynie suggested 
during the October hear-
ing that she was consider-

ing a change-of-venue re-
quest due to the publicity 
of the case.

On Jan. 7, Haynie pre-
sented the change-of-ven-
ue motion and asked Shaf-
fer to permit a survey of 
Preston County residents 
to measure the level of hos-
tility toward Hoard. The 
survey would have been 
conducted by Orion Strat-
egies.

On Jan. 15, Shaffer de-
nied the request for the sur-
vey, as well as the change-of 
-venue motion.

In his order, the judge 
stated, “After considering 
the motion, arguments of 
counsel, the research con-
ducted by Orion Strate-
gies and the pertinent le-
gal authorities, the court 

finds and concludes that 
the defendant’s motion for 
change of venue should be 
held in abeyance, that the 
defendant’s proposed sur-
vey of Preston County resi-
dents should be denied, and 
the court should attempt to 
first seat a jury in Preston 
County, at which time the 
court will make a determi-
nation on the defendant’s 
motion for change of ven-
ue or, in the alternative, 
granting permission for de-
fendant to conduct survey.”

If a jury cannot be seat-
ed, the change of venue will 
be granted.

Hoard has been held 
without bail in the Tygart 
Valley Regional Jail on the 
murder charge since No-
vember 2019. 

Hoard would face a life 
sentence without parole, if 
convicted.

According to police and 
witnesses, following an al-
tercation at Shorthorns in 
Terra Alta, Hoard went to 
his vehicle and retrieved a 
pistol. After Hoard alleged-
ly fired it several times in 
the air, Felton attempted to 
subdue him and was shot 
several times. Felton died 
at the scene.

Hoard reportedly fled to 
Monongalia County, stay-
ing with family until turn-
ing himself in to Mon Coun-
ty deputies the following 
Monday.

 Staff Writer Theresa Marthey can 

be reached at (304) 276-1127 or 

by email at tmarthey@prestonnj.

com.

Trial in death of Terra Alta man begins Wednesday

Hoard
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BRIDGEPORT — Com-
munication between the West 
Virginia Division of High-
ways and the Preston Coun-
ty Commission has grown, 
according to the DOH.

Last week, county com-
missioners gave mixed re-
views to communication be-
tween the commission and 
DOH.

Aaron Stevens, DOH Dis-
trict 4 maintenance engi-
neer, said communication 
between DOH management 
and the Preston County 
Commission “has grown in 
the direction of being more of 
a partnership; we are work-
ing together to meet taxpay-
er needs and communicating 
more frequently with each 
other.”

Stevens was replying to 
questions submitted by the 
newspaper after Commis-
sioners Dave Price, Don 

Smith and Samantha Stone 
commented on working with 
the DOH. Smith and Stone 
said communication with 
the DOH has improved since 
2018, when the commission 
declared a state of emergen-
cy due to road conditions in 
the county. Price said it isn’t 
much better.

Stevens said that over 
the last three years, the 
DOH has spent more than 
$20 million to accomplish 
the following on Preston 
County roads: Resurfac-
ing, $12,836,346 spent; con-
struction, $2,696,424; slide 
repair, $1,533,732; reclaim-
ing roads, $250,000; Pres-
ton County Initiative (bring-
ing in DOH employees from 
other counties to work in the 
county in May 2019) about 
$3 million; 1,000 linear feet 
of culverts installed; and 
W.Va. 26 paved.

Americans with Disabili-
ties Act ramps were built on 

Tunnelton Street in King-
wood and in Terra Alta along 
W.Va. 7 and the Brandonville 
Pike. For fiscal year 2023, the 
DOH expects to complete an 
additional 78 ADA ramps at a 
total cost of about $792,000, 
Stevens said.

Among other future proj-
ects planned:

— W.Va. 7 (Veterans Me-
morial Highway) from mile-
post 14.5 to milepost 15.4, 
paving;

— U.S. 50 Rocky Drive 
to Cool Springs Park, mile-

post 9.25 to milepost 12.69, 
paving, ditching, installing 
guardrail, cleaning/install-
ing culverts;

— County Route 26/28, 
Ken Snyder Road, milepost 
0 to milepost 2.57, paving;

— County Route 5/14, 

Cherry Grove-Mountain-
dale Road, milepost .27 to 
milepost 2.64, paving;

— County Route 7/4, 
Stones Lane, milepost 0 to 
milepost .84, paving;

DOH: County commission and state working together
Agency says communication 
has improved in recent years
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Traffic detoured because of the closed railroad bridge travels from Ringer Avenue to Saltlick Road in Terra Alta.
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KINGWOOD — The 
West Virginia Public Ser-
vice Commission has or-
dered higher residential 
garbage rate hikes and 
lower commercial increas-
es than were requested by 
two Preston County trash 
haulers.

Last month, S&K San-
itation and Sunrise Sani-
tation Services asked the 
PSC to approve increas-
es because rates went up 
at the Kingwood garbage 
transfer station, which 
both companies use.

Sunrise requested a 
25-cent-per-month in-
crease for residential cus-
tomers and a 4.69% in-
crease for commercial 
customers. 

S&K asked for a 67-cent-
per-month increase for its 

residential customers and 
a 4.8% raise for commer-
cial customers.

The Public Service Com-
mission issued orders in 
both cases last week.

Customers of private garbage 
haulers to see rate increases
PSC approves 
residential fees 
that are higher 
than requested
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Increased rates at the Kingwood garbage transfer station 
have led to private haulers being approved for customer 
rate hikes, as well.
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KINGWOOD — How 
many Preston County res-
idents have been vaccinat-
ed? The numbers are not 
adding up to a clear total.

That’s because of a lack 
of centralized data on how 
many people in a county 
have received their shots 
from a variety of sources.

The state is reporting a 
total of 11,048 in the coun-
ty who are partially vacci-
nated. Of those, 9,820 are 
fully vaccinated, accord-
ing to the West Virginia 
Department of Health and 
Human Resources.

Those numbers provide 
only part of the overall pic-
ture, however, as federal 
vaccination programs also 
operate in the state, in-
cluding through pharma-
cy and federally qualified 
health clinic programs, the 

U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs and the Feder-
al Bureau of Prisons.

The federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention reports Preston 
County has a total 8,512 
residents fully vaccinated. 

This number appears to be 
based on retail pharmacies 
or other locations admin-
istering vaccines after re-
ceiving them directly from 
the federal government.

Still no clear total on how many 
Preston residents are vaccinated
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A volunteer fills a syringe with COVID-19 vaccine at a 
West Virginia vaccination clinic.
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