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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Pres-
ton County ended 2020 
with another 51 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases on New 
Year’s Eve.

While no new numbers 
were available from the 
Preston County Health 
Department on Monday 
morning, the state Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Resources’ COVID-19 
website listed 1,660 con-
firmed cases and 31 deaths 
for the county.

 That would mean anoth-
er 74 cases and two deaths 
over the holiday weekend.

As of Monday, the coun-
ty’s infection rate was 84.18 
cases per 100,000 residents 
and its test positivity rate 
was 12.66%.

Health department Ad-
ministrator V.J. Davis 
urged all people to make 
the decision to do all they 
can to protect loved ones, 
friends, family and fellow 
Prestonians by wearing 

face coverings, limiting in-
teraction with others, stay-
ing six feet away and wash-
ing hands often.

The vaccine has been 
administered to frontline 
workers, emergency per-

sonnel, nursing home res-
idents and other groups. 
The vaccine is being of-
fered to West Virginia resi-
dents ages 80 and over be-
ginning this week.

Any person in this cate-

gory interested in getting a 
vaccine is asked to call the 
health department at 304-
329-0096 to sign up.

For people concerned 
about getting vaccinated, 
Davis encouraged them to 

go to the health depart-
ment’s website or Facebook 
page to read more informa-
tion about the vaccine.

Staying home 
for school
Preston County schools 

will continue with virtu-
al learning through Jan. 
18. Beginning Jan. 19, in 
accordance with the gov-
ernor’s direction, pre-K 
through eighth-grade stu-
dents will return to in-per-
son instruction.

Preston High School stu-
dents will return to in-per-
son instruction Jan. 19 — 
if the county is no longer 
in the red alert based on 
the daily DHHR map, ac-
cording to Superintendent 
Steve Wotring.

“As of Jan. 19, our county 
will continue to operate on 
a Monday-through-Thurs-
day model, with each Fri-
day being remote instruc-
tion,” Wotring said in a 
social media post. “Stu-
dent meals will continue to 
be provided.”

As of Monday, only one 
county in the state was el-
igible to have in-person 
instruction. Forty-three 
counties were in the red; 11 
in orange; and one in gold.

Preston’s COVID-19 cases continue to rise

by Matt Harvey

WV NEWS

CHARLESTON — 
West Virginia soon 
will begin administer-
ing second doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccines, and 
also will push to get K-12 
teachers and other school 
personnel vaccinated 
soon, Gov. Jim Justice 
said Monday.

The state has received 
about 87,000 doses for 
first shots and about 
16,000 for second dos-
es, and has administered 
over 52,000 vaccines, 
Justice said. West Vir-
ginia is now about fifth 
nationally in giving vac-
cines, after leading the 
nation at the beginning 
of the rollout.

The governor said he 
would push to get school 
personnel vaccinations 
done faster so those 
who want it can receive 
it “now” as part of the 

state’s decision to send 
students back to school 
later this month.

“And I hope 100% of 
[school personnel] come, 

because it is just that im-
portant,” Justice said.

School personnel are 
now prioritized the same 
as those 80 and older, and 

those 80 and older were 
moved up in line as West 
Virginia also works to get 
frontline essential work-
ers over 50 vaccinated.

School personnel over 
age 50 will receive pri-
ority, Justice said. Clin-
ics will be set up in each 
county to reach this seg-
ment of school employ-
ees, officials said.

Justice said school is a 
focus because too many 
children are having prob-
lems educationally, social-
ly and emotionally with-
out in-person classes. He 
added that state Superin-
tendent of Schools Clay-
ton Burch said coun-
ty superintendents “all 
across the state, for the 
most part ... were saying, 
‘We’ve got to get back in 
school. This virtual stuff 
is not working, and we’re 
failing our kids every way 
you can fail our kids.’”

West Virginia soon to start 
vaccinating school personnel

Office of Gov. Jim Justice

A health-care worker prepares a COVID-19 vaccine.
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VALLEY POINT — The past 
year may have been chaotic, but 
one Valley Point couple made 
lemonade out of their 2020 lem-
ons in the form of a coloring book.

“My wife and I created the book 
of mandalas for adults, using the 
strange things that happened in 
2020 as our inspiration,” Chad 
Pitts said. “It was fun for us to 
create.”

In the coloring book, the couple 
was inspired by the coronavirus, 
murder hornets, working from 
home and school from home for 
some of the 20 pages.

Coloring your way out of the chaos of 2020

Submitted photo 

A couple from Valley Point created a coloring book, using things that hap-
pened in 2020 as inspiration.
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From Staff Reports

KINGWOOD — Preston 
County commissioners bade 
farewell to the heads of law en-
forcement in the county Dec. 29.

Outgoing Sheriff Dan 
Loughrie and Prosecutor Mel 
Snyder attended last week’s 
commission meeting as their 
elected office terms neared their 
ends. The sheriff is limited to 
two four-year terms, while the 
prosecutor is retiring after five 
terms.

“I believe when someone steps 
forward to run for office, it takes 
gumption, guts and a whole lot 
of other things that I could just 
not put into words,” commission 
President Samantha Stone said. 
“I want to thank you. A lot of the 
time it is a thankless job, but we 
are public servants and we serve 
the people.”

Loughrie said his time in office 
was marked by the upgrading of 
technology in the sheriff’s de-
partment, something that was 
sorely needed.

“I’d like to thank the people 
of Preston County for all the 
support they’ve given over the 
last eight years, and the Pres-

ton County Sheriff’s Office for 
all the support they’ve given,” 
he said.

Loughrie will be succeeded 
by his chief deputy, Paul “Moe” 
Pritt, who was elected in No-
vember.

Snyder said retirement as 
prosecutor won’t mean an end to 
his legal work. He plans to work 
part-time to help the county, as 
well as to represent the City of 
Kingwood.

Snyder said that at five terms, 
he has been Preston County’s 
longest-serving prosecuting at-
torney — part of a long family 
tradition in that role.

“Myself, my dad and my grand-
dad … that’s 11 terms,” he said.

Unopposed in the November 
election, Jay Shay takes over the 
prosecutor post. Shay worked 
for Snyder as assistant prosecu-
tor twice before going into pri-
vate practice.

“I hope when you leave your 
office and shut the lights off 
for the last time,” Stone said 
to Loughrie and Snyder, “I tru-
ly hope and pray for both of you 
that you feel that you have done 
some good things in Preston 
County,”.

Sheriff, prosecutor 
receive send-off 
from commission
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In this image taken from video, the Preston County Commission 
meets for a final time with Sheriff Dan Loughrie and Prosecutor 
Mel Snyder. From left are Loughrie, Snyder and Commissioners 
Dave Price, Samantha Stone and Don Smith.
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