
Tuesday, December 22, 202075¢ 75¢

 OBITUARIES, Page A9  SERVICE SCHEDULE, Pages B5-6 FOR THE RECORD, Page A2

prestonnj.com

Classified ......................... B8-9

Crossword & Games ............ B9

304-329-0090

or 1-800-244-6872

Copyright 2020 • WV News

Kingwood, WV  26537

Find us on
Opinion ............................... A8

Sports ............................. B1-2

INSIDE

INDEX
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STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Preston 
County saw another 92 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
over the weekend, bringing 
the total number of cases to 
1,250.

Preston County Health 
Department Administrator 
V.J. Davis linked outbreaks 
of the virus to Thanksgiv-
ing holiday events.

“We saw numerous out-
breaks linked to family din-
ners and gatherings,” Da-
vis said. “Please remember 
this virus seems to spread 
from person to person very 
easily, especially when in-
doors.”

Davis asks if family gath-
erings are going to be held 
for Christmas, try to lim-
it them to as few people 

as possible, and take ev-
ery precaution not to be in 
close contact — within six 
feet — with other family 
members.

Now that the vaccine 
is being administered to 
frontline workers and 
emergency personnel, Da-
vis said there is light at the 
end of the tunnel. In order 
to be effective, 60-to-70% of 
the public needs to get vac-
cinated to stop the virus.

For those concerned 
about getting vaccinated, 
he encouraged people to go 
to the health department’s 
website or Facebook page 
to read more information 
about the vaccine.

Gov. Jim Justice’s vacci-
nation plan is available at 
governor.wv.gov/news.

COVID cases

Preston County 
COVID-19 fatalities re-
mained steady through the 
weekend at 19.

Statistics show the coun-
ty with 455 active cases and 
92 probable cases.

The health department 
continues to encourage 
residents to help stop the 
spread of the virus by wear-
ing face coverings in pub-
lic, wash your hands for 
20 seconds, use hand san-
itizer if soap and water are 
not available and social dis-
tance with at least six feet 
between persons.

“It is not to protect you 
from the virus,” Davis has 
said. “It is to protect others 
from what comes out of your 
mouth. Someone can have 
the virus and not have symp-
toms; they can be infecting 

others without ever know-

ing it.”

Wearing a face covering is 

an added level of protection 

to help prevent virus spread 

from person to person.

The infection rate for the 

county Sunday was 94.86% 

(red alert level), and the 
percentage of positive cases 
is 13.52% (red alert level).

Staying home from 
school

Preston County schools 
will continue with virtual 
learning through Wednes-
day before the students go 
on Christmas break. Stu-
dents will return to school 
Jan. 4 or continue with vir-
tual learning, depending 
on Preston’s status in the 
state’s county alert system.

As of Monday, only nine 
counties were able to have 
in-person instruction. Thir-
ty-two counties were in the 
red, 14 in orange, four each 
in gold and yellow, and only 
one in the green — Ran-
dolph County.

Preston remains red in county alert system
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Preston County Health Department Administrator V.J. 
Davis said the county has seen numerous outbreaks of 
COVID-19 since Thanksgiving.
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KINGWOOD — After eight 
years of working for the people 
of Preston County as sheriff, Dan 
Loughrie officially retires on Dec. 
31.

“It has been an honor to serve 
Preston County these past eight 
years,” Loughrie said.

Loughrie admitted to having 
highs and lows during his eight 
years, but is proud of the many ac-
complishments he has been able 
to achieve.

“My biggest disappointment is 
many people don’t understand 
the functions of the sheriff’s of-
fice,” Loughrie said. “We don’t 
sentence, and we don’t let them 
go. I’ve personally been criticized 
for letting prisoners go. That is a 
judicial matter.”

Despite the criticism, Loughrie 
has been able to increase safety 
in Preston County communities 
and officers resulting in a reduc-
tion in crime, transparency of po-
lice, safety of children and addi-
tion of technology.

“I was able to implement 24-
hour deputy coverage, reducing 
response time to calls,” Loughrie 

said. “Sher-
iff’s vehicles are 
marked for in-
creased visibili-
ty in communi-
ties.”

Loughrie was 
able to increase 
the number of 
deputies, as well 
as canine part-

ners.
“The dogs have been directly in-

volved in more than 127 drug cas-
es and are invaluable in protect-
ing the deputies and citizens of 
the county,” Loughrie said.

A year after he took office in 
2013, he established a narcotics 
unit that has seized marijuana, 
cocaine, methamphetamine, her-
oin, fentanyl, stolen weapons and 
stolen vehicles.

In order to help getting pre-
scription drugs off the streets, 
Loughrie had the sheriff’s depart-
ment adopt the National Prescrip-
tion Drug Take-Back Program.

“The program provides a safe, 
convenient and responsible way 
of disposing of prescription medi-
cine legally,” Loughrie said.

Sheriff leaving on 
Dec. 31 after eight 
years in office

Loughrie
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TERRA ALTA — Kids be-
gan to arrive early to the Grant 
Felton Christmas for the Kids 
party in Terra Alta on Sunday 
afternoon.

Special guests showed up to help 
give children their gifts, includ-
ing the jolly old elf, Santa Claus; 
Elf, his helper; Cindy Lou Who; a 
snowman; and Minnie Mouse.

The way the party was han-
dled had to be changed this 
year due to COVID-19, but that 
didn’t stop volunteers from get-
ting into the Christmas spirit.

Heidi Felton said the party is 
needed more than ever this year 
because of the virus.

“This has been a difficult year 
on families,” Felton said. “I be-
lieve families need this more 
now than they ever did.”

Santa, who was able to make 
one last stop before gearing up 
for Christmas Eve, said the par-
ty was needed for the kids and 
their families — even if it was a 
little different this year.

Instead of having the party in-
side the VFW in Terra Alta, fam-
ilies drove down Washington Av-
enue to receive gifts.

The first stop was a tent 
where they could get their as-
signed number. At the second 
stop, the children received snack 

bags and hot chocolate cups they 
could prepare at home.

“This is definitely different,” 
Heidi Felton said. “It is sad we 
cannot see the kids.”

But despite all, children re-
ceived Legos, Nerf guns and oth-
er gifts purchased with money 
raised through donations.

“We got the kids nice gifts,” 
Felton said. “We also have stock-
ings, gloves and hats we are 
handing out.”

The gifts were purchased 

at Walmart where they spent 
$4,000 to fill nine carts, which 
somehow fit into three cars. 
Four people wrapped the gifts 
using some new wrapping paper 
and some left from prior years.

The party was held in honor 
of Grant Felton, who tragically 
died last year. Grant would dec-
orate his home from top to bot-
tom with lights and displays for 
all to see.

Christmas for the Kids goes 
off without a hitch in Terra Alta
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Santa, a snowman and Elf wait to give gifts to children during the 
Grant Felton’s Christmas for the Kids party on Sunday in Terra Alta.
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KINGWOOD — The need for 
food for families continues to grow 
during the coronavirus pandemic, 
and Food for Preston has, and con-
tinues, to answer the call.

Food for Preston Coordina-
tor Tammy Laney said the ini-
tial spike in families needing help 
came in spring. From January 
to November, she said they have 
seen a 26% increase in the num-
ber of people served at local food 
pantries.

Food for Preston sees 26% increase 
in number of people needing help 
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Viatris Pharmaceuticals IT Department hosted an em-
ployee Christmas dinner donation drive to benefit Food 
for Preston.

To give our employees time to 
spend the holidays with families 
and friends, the office in Kingwood 
will be closed from Tuesday, Dec. 
22, until Wednesday, Dec. 30. There 
will be no Preston County News on 
Friday, Dec. 25, nor will there be 
a Preston County Journal on Tues-
day, Dec. 29.

Publication will resume with the 
Preston County News on Friday, 
Jan. 1.

Obituaries will continue to be 
placed online at www.prestonnj.
com.

The staff of the Preston Coun-
ty News & Journal wish our read-
ers a Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
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Happy holidays from the Preston County 
News & Journal.
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