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by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Most of 
the people charged with 
felony drug offenses during 
the Resonance Music and 
Arts Festival last month 
were allowed to plead to 
misdemeanor charges in-
stead, according to court 
records.

Officers from multiple de-
partments outside Preston 
County helped local police 
patrol county roads while 
the festival, which attract-
ed an estimated 10,000 peo-
ple from across the coun-
try, was held at Marvin’s 
Mountaintop outside Ma-
sontown. Police made mul-
tiple felony drug-related ar-
rests of out-of-state people.

According to records at 
the Preston County Mag-
istrate Court, plea agree-
ments were reached with 
15 of 17 of those charged 

with felony drug counts.
In return for pleading 

guilty to one or more mis-
demeanor charges of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance, one to three felony 
charges — mostly charges 
of possession with intent to 
deliver, or sell — were dis-
missed by the prosecuting 
attorney’s office.

As part of the plea agree-
ments, the accused for-
feited a total of more than 
$16,974 in cash and proper-
ty, such as cars used in the 
commission of a crime, con-
fiscated during the arrests.

Those who pleaded guilty 
to the misdemeanors were 
given jail terms of 48 hours 
to nine days, with cred-
it for time served, and or-
dered to pay court costs. 
No fines were levied. Court 
costs ranged from $170.25 
to $510.75.

“The thinking was that 

we wanted to send a mes-
sage at the time that that 
kind of thing wasn’t going 
to be tolerated,” Prosecut-
ing Attorney Jay Shay said. 
“We welcome people com-
ing in from wherever to en-

joy themselves or whatev-
er, but we wanted to send 
a message that bringing 
the drugs in, especially 
the more serious drugs — 
which we did find some — 
was not going to be tolerat-

ed. My theory on it is you 
have to put your foot down 
pretty sternly.”

Although the prosecuting 
attorney’s office sent a mes-
sage, at the same time, “you 
have to balance the serious-

ness of what it is with the 
existing cases,” Shay said.

The seizure of cash and 
cars was pursued as part of 
that, Shay said.

“When I balanced spend-
ing our tax dollars on keep-
ing people in jail that aren’t 
from here and chances are 
we may never see again, ver-
sus sending an overall mes-
sage — the message that we 
sent was during the festi-
val,” Shay said. “We wanted 
it to be known that wasn’t 
going to be tolerated.”

Only two defendants had 
paid the court fees as of Fri-
day. The rest still owe.

The two defendants who 
did not have their felony 
charges dismissed report-
edly did not have an at-
torney with them when 
they entered their pleas. 
One pleaded not guilty and 
waived his preliminary 
hearing. The other plead-
ed not guilty and has a pre-
liminary hearing set for 
Oct. 12.

Most Resonance Festival felony drug charges dropped
Majority of defendants allowed  
to plead to misdemeanor counts
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Shown are some of the illicit substances police seized from people going to the Reso-
nance Festival last month.

by Kathy Plum

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The 
County Commissioners’ As-
sociation of West Virginia is 
lobbying for counties to have 
the same right as municipal-
ities to implement a 1% sales 
and use tax.

The association has in-
cluded the tax in its 2022 
legislative platform and 
made it one of its legislative 
priorities. During the most 
recent legislative session, a 
bill was introduced to allow 
the tax, but didn’t make it 
out of the Legislature.

The committee substitute 
for that proposed law said 
that the “Legislature hereby 
finds and declares that coun-
ty commissions today face 
numerous challenges man-
aging their budgets and oth-
er resources, and that it is in 
the public’s best interest to 
provide counties with the 
local control, flexibility, and 
accountability to address 
the financial demands that 
increasing regional jail bills, 
infrastructure repairs, and 
other expenses place on our 
county government, while 
also ensuring that counties 
remain good stewards of 
taxpayer funds. Therefore, 
it is the intent of the Legis-
lature in enacting this arti-
cle to provide counties with 
the local control and mone-
tary flexibility necessary to 
meet their financial needs 
and plan for unexpected 
events in the future.”

The bill would have al-
lowed counties to imple-
ment the tax only in unin-
corporated areas. The bill 
required a public hearing 
but not a vote by taxpayers 
on whether to implement 
the tax.

Municipalities have had 

the authority to pass a sales 
and use tax for several years. 
Kingwood was the first in 
Preston County to do so. In 
the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, Kingwood was set 
to receive a total of $484,919 
from the tax.

Masontown, Reedsville, 
Rowlesburg, Terra Alta and 
Tunnelton passed the tax 
within the past year and 
should start receiving mon-
ey later this fiscal year.

Towns can opt to place the 
sales tax revenue in their 
general fund, so it can be 
used for any purpose, or in 
a special fund, so it can only 
be used for a designated pur-
pose. Terra Alta has desig-
nated 50% of its sales tax 
revenue to fund the town 
police department.

Preston County Commis-
sion President Don Smith 
has been taking part in 
online meetings with the 
County Commissioners’ As-
sociation about the propos-
al. He was one of about sev-
en counties represented on 
the most recent meeting.

“It wasn’t just rural coun-

ties or big counties,” Smith 
said. “It was a mix.”

The tax proposed by the 
County Commissioners’ As-
sociation is “very similar to 
what the towns have now. It 
would not add another tax,” 
to towns, Smith said. “It 
would only affect, if a coun-
ty were to enact it, anything 
outside municipal areas.”

The municipal sales tax 
is levied on goods sold and 
services done for pay with-
in city limits. That tax does 
not apply to the sale or lease 
of motor vehicles, the sale of 
fuel for vehicles, direct-to-
home satellite services such 
as TV, food or anything reg-
ulated by the federal govern-
ment.

The tax could be a boon to 
counties, Smith said.

“The 1% adds up extraor-
dinarily quickly,” he said.

Consider a trip to Walmart 
— which is outside munic-
ipal boundaries in Preston 
County — or the local dol-
lar store. If $100 is spent, the 
tax will be $1.

Counties pushing for 
1% sales and use tax
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County Commissioners Samantha Stone, Don Smith and 
Dave Price would have the authority to implement a 1% 
sales and use tax if the Legislature approves it.
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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — 
Above-normal tempera-
tures and precipitation are 
what Preston County can 
expect this winter, accord-
ing to the National Weath-
er Service and the Farmers’ 
Almanac.

National Weather Ser-
vice  Meteorologist Lee Hen-
dricks in Pittsburgh said 
the period from November 
through January will be 
milder and wetter.

“An La Nina will be affect-
ing the ocean surface with 
colder temperatures,” Hen-
dricks said. “It will lead to 
some drought in the south-

ern states, while the East 
enjoys milder weather.”

The long-range forecast 
coincides with what the al-
manac is predicting. The 
almanac’s prediction is 
near-normal snowfall, but at 
the end of January, the area 
will turn cold and snowy.

Milder, wetter winter in forecast
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by JoAnn Snoderly

WV NEWS

CLARKSBURG — 
West Virginia’s seven-day 
COVID-19 death rate per 
100,000 people tops the na-
tion, according to CDC data 
reported Saturday after-
noon.

There were 11.9 deaths 
per 100,000 people in the 
Mountain State over a sev-
en-day period that ended 
Saturday, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s COVID-19 

data tracker.
The national rate was 3.1 

deaths per 100,000.
The deaths from 

COVID-19 have escalated 
following the latest surge in 
new cases. Although West 
Virginia’s rate of new cases 
remains among the highest 
in the nation, data suggests 
the rate has declined in re-
cent days.

“You’ll see that our num-
bers are getting better, which 
leads us to absolutely believe 
wholeheartedly that we have 
passed through the eye of 

the storm, but in getting to 
where we were at the peak, 
many of these folks were 
hospitalized, and we lost a 
lot of them. We’re going to 
continue to lose some more 
and more,” Gov. Jim Justice 
said Thursday before read-
ing out the information on 
97 individuals whose deaths 
were reported between his 
Monday and Thursday press 
briefings. Justice had read 
information for 47 individu-
als on Monday.

CDC: W.Va.’s seven-day COVID-19 
death rate highest in United States
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

West Virginia’s seven-day COVID-19 death rate was the highest in the nation as of Sat-
urday, according to the CDC.


