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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

KINGWOOD — A Tun-
nelton man has been 
charged with murder in 
the 2019 death of Philip 
“Buckie” Barlow.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the Pres-
ton County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Robert Joseph 
Quinn, 43, of Tunnelton 
was arrested Friday on a 
charge of first-degree mur-
der. He was arraigned be-
fore Magistrate P.L. Grimm 
and is being held without 
bond at the Tygart Valley 
Regional Jail.

Sheriff’s Capt. T.N. Tich-
nell made the arrest after 
an extensive investigation 
that “was a combined ef-
fort from all members of 

the sheriff’s office from 
Sheriff [Dan] Loughrie 
down, as well as several 
outside agencies,” the re-
lease states.

The investigation is on-
going, and further arrests 
are anticipated, the depart-
ment announced, but no 
further comment is being 
made at this time.

Anyone with further in-
formation regarding the 
case is asked to contact 
Tichnell or Chief Deputy 
P.A. Pritt at 304-329-1611.

Barlow, 61, failed to ar-
rive at his work in King-
wood on May 29, 2019, and 
his vehicle was found on fire 

that same 
morn-
ing near 
Show-
erbath 
Road. 
Barlow’s 
body 
was lat-
er found 
near Fort-

ney’s Mill on June 8.
During the 10 days pri-

or to finding Barlow’s body, 
members of the Tunnelton 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, family and friends 
searched continuously, ac-
cording to reports.

Barlow’s truck was 

found, with signs of being 
burned, on Shower Bath 
Road in Kingwood around 
7 a.m. May 29.

The Tunnelton Volun-
teer Fire Department used 
its social media page to up-
date and share the infor-
mation it had while search-
ing for Barlow.

According to a May 29 
VFD post, Barlow report-
edly talked to his girlfriend 
around 11:30 p.m. May 28 
before leaving for work at 
Hillside Trucking.

Since Barlow was appar-
ently a creature of habit, 
it was considered unusual 
when he did not show up 

for work without contact-
ing anyone.

Later in the morning 
of May 29, Barlow’s ve-
hicle was found on Show-
er Bath Road. Within the 
hour, a search was begun 
by firefighters, family and 
friends.

The VFD post continued: 
“What is known, he was 
spoken to at 11:30 p.m., 
his phone was pinged at 
12:01 a.m. one-quarter 
mile from his house, phone 
pinged again at 12:29 a.m. 
around the Dollar General 
Store in Tunnelton, never 
to ping again.”

Tunnelton man arrested in Barlow murder

 Robert Quinn

Barlow

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The ver-
dict is guilty in the death of 
a 13-month-old child by her 
babysitter.

On Friday, a jury deliber-
ated an hour-and-a-half be-
fore coming back with the 
verdict against Kelly Marie 
Tusing, 24, of Tunnelton.

Tusing was found guilty 
on a charge of death of a 
child by a parent, guard-
ian or custodian by child 
abuse. 

Her sentencing hearing 
is set for 3 p.m. Jan. 15, and 
she was granted a $1 mil-
lion post-conviction bond.

She could be sentenced 
anywhere from 15 years 
to life in prison, with the 
chance of parole after 15 
years.

Tusing had been charged 
with the death of 13-month-
old Braylen Dawn Louk in 
November 2018.

Tusing cried through 
most of the trial, but did 
not when the verdict was 
read.

Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney Megan Fields 
teared up when the ver-
dict was read and quietly 
turned around in court and 
mouthed, “Thank you.”

In clos-
ing argu-
ments, 
Fields 
started 
by saying 
the loss 
of a child 
is some-
thing one 
never gets 

over.
She referred to Tusing 

having Braylen for only 
38.5 hours from Nov. 8-10 
before Braylen suffered a 
traumatic brain injury.

“She told Trooper Hall 
eight separate times the 
baby was fine and didn’t 
see any injuries to the baby 
other than the injury on 
the left eye,” Fields said. 
“On Nov. 19, three times 
she said the baby was fine 
and didn’t need anything.”

On Dec. 11, Tusing stat-
ed the baby was fine three 
times.

“Clearly the baby must 
have been fine — 14 times 
she describes it,” Fields 
said.

After Braylen’s injury, 
Fields went on to explain, 
the baby was unrespon-
sive, twitching and foaming 
at the mouth, which are all 
signs of a traumatic brain 
injury.

Braylen was diagnosed 
with a subdural hematoma, 
retinal hemorrhaging and a 
brain injury. And according 
to the medical examiner’s 
report, her death was list-
ed as homicide.

“At her bedside, she 
had an external ventricu-
lar drain placed to relieve 
the intracranial pressure,” 
Fields said. “Within hours 
of the EVD, the left side of 
her skull was removed to re-
lieve the swelling, and three 
days later, the other side 
was removed. These were 
all lifesaving measures.

“I cannot imagine a more 
invasive surgery than re-
moving two sides of her 
skull,” Fields continued. 
“These are usually from a 
major motor vehicle crash 
or falling from the top of a 
building. According to Kel-
ly, she fell approximately 
two or three feet on a car-
peted floor.”

Fields went onto say the 
defense would claim the 
state couldn’t decide how 
the injury occurred, but 
Fields said that was not rel-
evant.

“What they say — it is 
undeniable abusive head 
trauma,” Fields said.

Jury returns guilty verdict 
in death of 13-month-old

Tusing

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — One em-
ployee at Pine Ridge test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
last week.

The positive test result 
constitutes an outbreak 
at the nursing facility, the 
Preston County Health 
Department stated Fri-
day.

Health Department Ad-
ministrator V.J. Davis said 
the case has been report-
ed to the West Virginia De-
partment of Health and 

Human Resources.
“All staff and residents 

have been tested,” Davis 
said. “To date, no further 
positives have come back.”

Three additional cas-
es confirmed in Preston 
County were neither in 
schools nor the federal 
prison in Hazelton. With 
these three new cases, 
the total confirmed cases 
in the county rose to 149, 
with 22 probable. There 
are currently 11 active 
cases.

The county remains in 
the green status under 

the DHHR County Alert 
System. However, accord-
ing to Davis, the county is 
very close to going to the 
yellow status.

“We encourage all Pres-
ton County residents to 
follow the guidelines,” Da-
vis said. “Wear face cover-
ing around other people, 
wash hands and maintain 
social distancing. We have 
experienced an increase in 
cases this week, and the 
only way to stop it is to re-
duce the spread of virus.”

One employee at Pine Ridge 
tests positive for COVID-19
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Pine Ridge had an employee test positive for COVID-19 last week. All patients and staff 
have been tested, and, to date, no further positive cases have been announced.

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Local busi-
nesses were honored during the 
Preston County Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Dinner held 
at Alpine Lake Resort on Thurs-
day.

The format was altered this 
year due to COVID-19, with only 
the winners of the awards pres-
ent, as well as Chamber board 
members. The event was also 
livestreamed on the Chamber 
website and social media pages.

A small dinner of approximate-
ly 40 people began the awards 
evening, followed by the awards 
ceremony. 

As in the past, each business 
recognized for its contributions 
was introduced with a video be-
fore the award was presented.

Chamber of Commerce recognizes local business achievements
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Visit Mountaineer Country Convention & Visitors Bureau 
President and CEO Susan Riddle, left, accepts the Preston 
County Chamber of Commerce’s 2020 Business of the Year 
award from board member Trella Greaser.

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Melissa and Kent Fultz, owners of I Am Fit in Kingwood, receive the New 
Business of the Year award from Preston County Chamber of Commerce Vice 
President Bo Burnside.
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