
Preston Memorial Hos-
pital holds Night at the 
Races charity event.

The Preston girls basket-
ball team earns a big win 
over Bridgeport, 66-46.
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Gov. Jim Justice said 
that “the state of the 
state is strong” during 
his recent address to the 
Legislature. Do you be-
lieve the state’s economy 
is strong?

a) Yes. The state is moving 
forward in having a diverse 
economy, and our leaders 
are doing well controlling 
spending and providing 
quality services.
............................................0%
b) Yes. More people have 
quality jobs, and thus the 
quality of life is improving.
..........................................22%
c) No. The state’s economy 
is too tied to coal and natu-
ral gas, making it suscepti-
ble to too many market in-
fluences which lead to fewer 
jobs and less tax revenue.
......................................44.4%
d) No. The state’s economy 
has not improved, and too 
many people have to work 
multiple jobs to make ends 
meet.
......................................33.3%

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

CHARLESTON — Preston 
County’s state senators have in-
troduced a pair of bills to address 
road maintenance and repair.

On Monday morning, Sen. 
Randy Smith, R-Tucker, 
brought back his plan to create 
a road repair fund and for Divi-
sion of Highways districts to use 
contractor labor to complete the 
schedule of maintenance tasks.

Senate Bill 315 would use a 
one-time transfer of $200 mil-
lion from the state’s Rainy Day 
Fund and dedicate 2 percent of 
the severance tax on coal, oil and 
natural gas to create the Special 
Road Repair Fund.

The bill would provide that if 
the district’s road maintenance 
force did not complete a certain 
percentage of core maintenance 
such as patching, mowing and 

ditching, the work would be con-
tracted out to the private sector.

Lawmakers passed last year’s 
version of the bill, dubbed “Ran-
dy’s Dream,” but Gov. Jim Jus-
tice vetoed the measure.

“Last year, we had a good bill,” 
Sen. Dave Sypolt, R-Preston, 
said. “It was big step in the right 
direction, but it was vetoed.”

Sypolt said the governor’s 
concern was giving the Legis-
lature some control over the 
DOH, which is administered 
through the executive branch.

“The executive wants to keep 
as much control as they can,” 
Sypolt said. “It is a slap in their 
face. Do your job or hand it out.”

Sypolt said he had also heard 
executive branch officials say 
they are doing everything the 
bill had called for, but he is con-
cerned for the future.

Preston’s senators introduce road bills
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Road work signs were a more common sight in Preston County in 2019 than in previous years.
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KINGWOOD — An appli-
cation for a permit to run a 
medical marijuana operation 
in Preston County has been 
received by the West Virgin-
ia Office of Medical Cannabis 
and is expected to be sent to 
the Preston Board of Health.

The board of health received 
a letter dated Jan. 6 from Ja-
son R. Frame, director of the 
state office, which states it will 
be informing local health de-
partments of any applications 
for their county.

The state office began ac-
cepting permit applications 
Dec. 19. The application dead-
line is Feb. 18.

The letter states that “the 
office will request from the 
local board of health an in-
dication of whether it is per-
missible for the type of medical 
cannabis business to operate 
in the proposed location.”

“Basically, once they receive 
an application, they are going 
to send a letter to the board 
of health asking if we have 
any objection to the issuing 
of a permit,” Preston County 
Health Department Director 
V.J. Davis said. “We’re going 
to have to probably figure out 
in a very short amount of time 
whether we’re going to be for 
it or against it.”

Davis told the board mem-
bers it is his understanding 

that if the 
department 
says no, the 
permit will 
not be is-
sued.

Davis said 
he knows of 
one applica-
tion that has 
been sent to 
the state office, but isn’t aware 
of who applied, where and oth-
er details. Davis also does not 
know if it is for a producer, 
processor or dispensary.

The board of health is not 
required to make inspections.

“Whether the county board 
of health has taken a docu-
mented position on the health 

impact of the availability of 
medical cannabis in their ju-
risdiction could be used as a 
criteria by the local board in 
making its decision,” Frame 
wrote.

Davis said health depart-
ments asked the state for fur-
ther guidelines and received 
the letter, but he will again 
ask for better guidelines than 
were provided.

“We have no idea on what we 
base our decision on,” Davis 
said. “I think our decision is 
going to have to be made on 
whether, is this something 
that is going to hurt public 
health in Preston County.”

Preston BOH learns of possible 
medical marijuana application
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The Preston County Board of Health discusses a possible 
permit application for a medical marijuana operation that was 
submitted to the state Office of Medical Cannabis.

Davis
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KINGWOOD — People in 
Preston County don’t seem to 
be getting the message, accord-
ing to Litter Control Officer 
Jay Sowers.

Sowers expressed his con-
cerns at a recent Solid Waste 
Authority meeting. He would 
like to begin a litter control pro-

gram in the 
county, but 
doesn’t know 
how to reach 
adults when 
it comes to 
fines and 
the effect on 
the environ-
ment.

County Commissioner Don 
Smith, who is the chairman of 
the SWA, said his idea would 
be to start with the children.

“Think about it: Kids were 
taught the importance of seat 
belts in the car,” Smith said. 
“People are buckling up. Per-
haps if they see their parents 
littering, they would say some-
thing.”

Smith said that just the pre-
vious day he had picked up an 
Arby’s bag out of his front yard 
and couldn’t believe someone 
would drive from Morgantown 
all the way to Kingwood and 
then throw a bag out instead 
of waiting until they arrived 
home.

Litter problem is 
not getting better
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Preston County Litter Control Officer Jay Sowers, left, said the 
litter control problem in Preston County isn’t getting any better. 
SWA representative Hoy Wiles and Chairman Don Smith are 
also pictured.

Sowers
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KINGWOOD — The harm 
reduction program in partner-
ship with Milan Puskar Health 
Right has been renewed for 
another year by the Preston 
County Board of Health after a 
lengthy discussion.

Health Right provides a nee-
dle exchange program in Pres-
ton County at no cost through 
a grant, and it fills the depart-
ment’s need for a harm reduc-
tion program.

“This means the program 
aims to reduce the number 
of cases of hepatitis B and C, 
HIV and other diseases,” board 
member Dr. Fred Conley said. 

“At least they are using clean 
needles.”

Board Chairman Jim Fields 
said his big problem is he doesn’t 
think Health Right has any con-
trol over what it is doing.

“I know the reason was nee-
dle-for-needle, but now this 
time, it doesn’t make any differ-
ence,” Fields said. “I can get 400 
of them for whoever. I am not 
happy with it or satisfied with 
it. It is not a needle exchange 
program at all.”

Fields believes the program 
could be done without Health 
Right and wondered whether 
it is really helping people fight 
addiction.

Needle exchange partnership program renewed with Health Right
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Harm reduction programs include clean needles for addicts.
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