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INSIDE

Legislators share their goals for 2020
Local politicians to focus on economy, education, health
by John Mark Shaver
FAIRMONT NEWS EDITOR
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CHARLESTON — West Virginia’s 2020 legislative session has officially begun, and representatives
from Marion County have shared
their goals for the next two months.
The session, which began
Wednesday morning, will be unique
for the county’s legislators, as three
of the four representatives are finishing up their final terms, at least
in their current positions.
One such representative is Sen.
Roman Prezioso, D-Marion, who,
despite his impending retirement
after 30 years at the Capitol, said
that he still has a lot to get done in
Charleston.
“There are a lot of things that I
feel that I didn’t get accomplished,”
Prezioso said. “There’s the health
issue and obesity issue and diabetes
issue and smoking issue. I’ve been
on those issues ever since I’ve been
in the Legislature, but it seems like
we just didn’t get it done. …
“We have higher incidents now
of obesity and cancer and diabetes
than we ever had, so I’m going to
continue working on those issues.”
Among Prezioso’s biggest concerns are diversifying the state’s
economy and finding a solution to
West Virginia’s ever-growing drug
problem.
“We see a lot of money coming
into this state, but nobody is coordinating it,” Prezioso said. “We would
like to create a state office for drug
policy or something that can oversee all of this, coordinate it and get
better utilization on that particular
issue.”
After Prezioso announced his retirement in 2019, Del. Mike Caputo, D-Marion, who has held his seat
for more than 20 years, announced
that he would be leaving the House
of Delegates after this term to run
for Prezioso’s vacant Senate seat.

While he’s looking for a new position, Caputo said he’ll work as hard
as ever in the House this year and,
above all else, he said the state’s
economy needs to be fixed without
negatively impacting its taxpayers.
“We’ve got to take care of the
state’s finances,” Caputo said.
“That’s got to be first and foremost. We can never lose sight of
that. … My goal has always been
to take care of the taxpayers’ money. We also have to protect working
class folks, retirees and veterans out
there. That’s certainly our duty, and
I don’t want to see any rollbacks in
workplace safety or workers’ rights
like we’ve seen for the last five
years…
“We’ll see what comes. I’m sure
there’s going to be some tax issues
facing us and we need to take a hard
look at those, but we don’t want to
put any more burdens on the taxpayers of West Virginia.”
Prezioso isn’t the only local legislator preparing to serve a last term.
Del. Linda Longstreth, D-Marion, will be leaving her seat in the
House to run for a seat on the Marion County Commission. Before focusing on her election campaign,
though, Longstreth said she’d like to
put major focus on education issues.
“We have issues, and they’re not
easy to address,” she said. “Between
what (students) need to be learning and what they have to deal with
at home, it all comes together into
a circle. We have opioid problems.
We’ve got family problems. We’ve
got children who are lost and trying to learn. Where do we start? We
need to come to some sort of conclusion on what we can do.”
Del. Michael Angelucci, D-Marion, who is starting his second session in office, shared Longstreth’s
passion for education issues, also
saying he will make those a priority this year.
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Del. Mike Caputo, D-Marion,
speaks to the House of Delegates during the 2019 legislative
session.
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Del. Linda Longstreth, D-Marion,
reads through a bill during the
2019 legislative session.
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