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From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — The Gar-
rett County Health Depart-
ment has announced that it 
is offering the recently ap-
proved Moderna and Pfizer 
updated COVID-19 boost-
er vaccines at their COVID 
vaccination clinics this 
week. The health depart-
ment’s priority group for 
this vaccine is currently 
persons aged 50 and older 
and all health care workers.

The updated booster 
dose is a bivalent formula 
that both boosts immunity 
against the original coro-
navirus strain and protects 
against the newer Omicron 
variants that account for 
most of the current cases.

The bivalent vaccine 
is approved for emergen-
cy use as a single boost-

er following completion of 
the primary vaccine series 
(Moderna or Pfizer 2 shots, 
or a single Johnson and 
Johnson or Novavax), or a 
single booster if it has been 
at least two months since 
your most recent booster.

To stay up-to-date on vac-
cinations, the CDC recom-
mends an updated booster 
dose at least two months 
after an individual’s last 
COVID-19 shot — either 
since their last booster 
dose, or since completing 

their primary series.
The Pfizer updated 

booster shot is authorized 
for individuals 12 and old-
er, and the Moderna up-
dated booster shot is au-
thorized for adults 18 and 
older. As new variants of 
the virus emerge, updat-
ed boosters are intended to 
provide optimal protection 
against COVID-19.

Vaccination:
• Garrett County Health 

Department Clinic (1025 
Memorial Drive, Oak-
land) – each Tuesday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Ap-
pointments preferred, but 
walk-ins are welcome. 
Schedule an appointment 
here: garretthealth.org/
vax-updated/.

• Garrett County 
Health Department Clin-

ic (28 Hershberger Lane, 
Grantsville) – each Friday 
from 12:30-4 p.m. Appoint-
ments preferred, but walk-
ins are welcome. Schedule 
an appointment here: gar-
retthealth.org/vax-updat-
ed/.

Garrett County 
COVID-19 data for Sept. 
12:

• CDC COVID-19 Com-
munity Level: Medium

• Percent of Garrett 
County Population 5+ Ful-
ly Vaccinated: 54.5%

• Percent of Garrett 
County Population 65+ 
Fully Vaccinated: 81.7%

• Total COVID-19 Cas-
es: 6,454

• Total Deaths (Cumula-
tive): 116)

• Cases Per 100,000 Peo-
ple: 12.8

Updated COVID-19 boosters now available at GCHD clinics
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Dr. Todd Feathers receives the COVID-19 vaccine at Gar-
rett Regional Medical Center last year.

by Trevor King

EDITOR

OAKLAND — U.S. Rep-
resentative David Trone 
visited Garrett Coun-
ty last Thursday as part 
of his multi-day trip 
throughout Maryland’s 
Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict.

Highlights within Gar-
rett County include a big 
check presentation to the 
Garrett County Govern-
ment for broadband ex-
pansion, a stop at the 
Garrett Regional Medi-
cal Center (GRMC) and a 
lunch discussion with first 

responders at the Garrett 
County Emergency Oper-
ations Center in McHen-
ry.

Broadband Check 
Presentation

Last Thursday morn-
ing, local and state dele-
gates met with Trone off 
Route 135 for an over-
sized check presentation 
for $883,574 to the Gar-
rett County Government 
as part of the Broadband 
Expansion Project.

These funds were part of 
nearly $7 million in Com-
munity Project Funding 
secured by Trone for the 

Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict.

The funding will be used 
to expand broadband ac-
cess and services to largely 
underserved areas. Specif-
ically, the Broadband Ex-
pansion Project would al-
low for the installation of a 
96-strand fiber from Route 
135 at Mountain Lake 
Park to Bloomington.

This project will allow 
for the connection of more 
than 270 households, 24 
farms and 17 businesses 
to internet services.

Rep. David Trone visits Garrett County
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Local and state delegates met with Trone off Route 135 for an oversized check presen-
tation for $883,574 for broadband expansion in Garrett County.See TRONE, A7

by Kathy Plum
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NEWS & JOURNAL

KINGWOOD — A De-
troit man’s trial on mur-
der charges will be held in 
March 2023.

Damon Hudgens, 21, was 
indicted 
in Pres-
ton Coun-
ty on 
charges of 
first-de-
gree mur-
der, kid-
napping, 
conceal-
ment of 
a deceased human body 
and conspiracy in the 2021 
shooting death of Jimmy 
Lee Barkley of Oakland, 
Maryland.

At a motions hearing 
Tuesday in Preston Coun-
ty Circuit Court, Hudgens’ 
attorneys asked for the tri-
al to be continued.

Preston Circuit Judge 
Steve Shaffer set a new 

trial date of March 27-31, 
2023.

Names of perspective ju-
rors will be pulled March 
23. Shaffer said he expects 
to have 100-110 jurors’ 
names pulled from which 
to choose the final jury of 
12, with alternates.

Prosecuting Attorney 
Jay Shay said no plea offer 
has been made in the case 
to date.

According to press releas-
es from the Garrett County 
and Preston County sher-
iff’s departments last year, 
detectives with the Gar-
rett County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Criminal Investigation 
Division began investigat-
ing the kidnapping of Bar-
kley on Oct. 14, 2021. Bar-
kley’s body was later found 
in Preston County.

Two people were sen-
tenced in Maryland earli-
er this year on charges re-
lated to the kidnapping and 
murder.

March 2023 trial 
set for Detroit man 
accused of murder

Hudgens

See MURDER, A7

by Brenda Ruggiero

STAFF WRITER

ACCIDENT — Acci-
dent’s sewer system was on 
the list of items discussed 
at the regularly scheduled 
town council meeting last 
Thursday.

Accident has asked MDE 
(Maryland Department of 
the Environment) for a 30-
day extension to gather in-
formation pertaining to the 
improvements it has put 
into the sewer system.

The town has spent near-
ly $7 million to install new 
collection lines, replace and 
repair manholes, and build 
a completely new sewer 
treatment plant.

Because Accident still 
has issues with I & I, MDE 
is evaluating the town’s re-
quest to increase the dis-
charge permit from 50,000 
gpd to 120,000 gpd.

The increase would al-
low possible growth to the 
town’s population.

The heavy flows occur 
during heavy rainfalls and 
snow melts.

The work completed has 
decreased the flow by ap-
proximately 60%

In other business:

• Mike Saturday of the 
Garrett County Sheriff’s 
Office reported on the ac-
tivities in the town of Acci-
dent for the month of Au-
gust. This included eight 
hours of town patrols, sev-
eral processes served and 
one special assignment.

• Council members gave 
reports on various aspects 
of the town, including the 
streets, parks and the wa-
ter treatment plant.

Cleanup is underway at 
the town pond. The new 
mower is being used and 
the signs and running 

boards have been placed on 
the new town pickup truck.

The new ADA compliant 
fishing area is being fin-
ished, with additional signs 
to be placed for parking and 
at the ramp.

Accident sewer system discussed

Staff photo by Brenda Ruggiero

Members of the Accident Town Council discuss agenda items Thursday evening. From 
left: Rob Hook, Amy Hook, Mayor Richard Carlson, Clerk Ruth Ann Hahn, Nick Ahern 
and Josh Brenneman.

See ACCIDENT, A7

http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B8&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5
http://wvnews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=352db206-d088-5824-886c-54fa133809a5

