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Photo by Sharon Baum

A black bear takes his afternoon constitutional 
Tuesday afternoon at Green Glade. “With everyone 
self-quarantining, the bears are roaming closer to 
civilization,” said Sharon Baum of Turkey Neck, who 
snapped the photo while in her vehicle. “This cutie 
just hung by the street, very curious of our car and 
us.”

Out for a stroll

From Staff Reports

McHENRY — The Gar-
rett County Chamber of 
Commerce announced 
Friday that the 53rd an-
nual Autumn Glory Festi-
val will be held as sched-
uled from Oct. 7-11, but 
with changes due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

This year’s festival is 
being sponsored by Patri-
ot Automotive Chrysler 
Dodge Jeep Ram.

After meeting with local 
officials, including repre-
sentatives from the Town 
of Oakland and the Gar-
rett County Health De-
partment, the Cham-
ber has elected to cancel 
this year’s Autumn Glo-
ry Grand Feature Parade 

originally scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 10.

In lieu of the parade, 
the Chamber invites lo-
cal businesses and orga-
nizations to decorate au-
tumn-themed floats that 
will be placed in several 
locations throughout Gar-
rett County on Oct. 10. 
The public can visit each 
float location between 
11 a.m. and 5 p.m. that 
day and vote for their fa-
vorites.

Cash prizes will be 
awarded to the three floats 
with the most votes: $1,500 
for first place, $1,000 for 
second and $500 for third.

If you are interested in 
entering a float in the Au-
tumn Glory Float Con-
test, email sarah@gar-

rettchamber.com with the 
company/organization 
name and approximate 

float size by no later than 
Aug. 17. Details about 
float locations and voting 

on the floats will be avail-
able at visitdeepcreek.com 
at a later date.

The Garrett County 
Chamber of Commerce 
also plans to host its an-
nual Autumn Glory Craft 
& Gift Sale on Saturday, 
Oct. 10, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 
11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Garrett County 
Fairgrounds in McHen-
ry. Capacity limitations, 
face-covering require-
ments and prohibition of 
food concessions and food 
samples will be in effect.

The Mountain Mary-
land Gateway to the West 
Heritage Area, a program 
of the Garrett County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
will once again offer its 

annual Turkey Trail, 
sponsored by the Garrett 
County Republican, which 
celebrates the event’s 
roots by promoting area 
turkey dinners served in 
our region.

The Heritage Area will 
also have two new Fall Fo-
liage Driving Tours, spon-
sored by Ledo Pizza, Pasta 
& Pub, highlighting some 
of the area’s most scenic 
spots to view stunning au-
tumn leaves.

Additional Autumn 
Glory Festival events are 
hosted by other organiza-
tions, which will each de-
termine whether or not to 
host those events during 
this year’s festival.

Autumn Glory still on, but Saturday parade canceled

Staff file photo by Joseph Hauger

There will be no parades during this year’s Autumn Glory 
Festival.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

McHENRY — Three 
American kestrels recently 
got a helping hand and were 
successfully returned to the 
wild at Sang Run State Park 
near McHenry.

“The best possible out-
come a rehabilitator can 
hope for when presented 
with an injured or distressed 
animal is to return that ani-
mal to the wild in a healthy 
state,” said Barb Bailey, 
who serves as secretary of 
the Western Garrett County 
State Park Volunteers Inc.

On June 24, kestrel nest-
lings were brought to Sang 
Run State Park for assess-
ment.

“Little is known of the his-
tory of these nestlings, and 
that will remain a mystery,” 
Bailey said. “The young 
birds were close to being 

able to fledge the nest but 
were emaciated.”

A decision was made to 
transport the birds to Cheat 
Lake, W.Va., Animal Hospi-
tal for veterinary care. There 
it was determined they were 
uninjured but in need of re-
storative care, which was 
provided by the Avian Con-
servation Center of Appala-
chia (ACCA).

“The kestrels came to us 
after they were found not 
flying and without any par-
ents attending to them,” 
said Katie Fallon of ACCA. 
“They were old enough to 
be out of the nest but not 
quite old enough to be fully 
supporting themselves with 
food.”

She noted that when the 
kestrels arrived at the cen-
ter, they were emaciated and 
in rough shape.

American kestrels released into Sang Run Park

Photo courtesy of the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia

The three kestrels are pictured together during their 
stay at the Avian Conservation Center of Appalachia in 
Cheat Lake, W.Va.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — The Gar-
rett County Board of Ed-
ucation’s decision to start 
the school year with stu-
dents learning from home 
for the first nine weeks 
elicited a strong response 
at Tuesday’s meeting.

Thirty-two messages 
were received for the pub-
lic comment portion of the 
meeting — 25 of which 
were critical of the plan 
that permits in-person 
learning only for students 
who require special atten-
tion or services that could 
not be provided at home. 
The rest of the student 
population will spend the 
first grading period in a re-
mote learning situation.

The “modified red” 
schedule means on-
line-only instruction for 
the vast majority of Gar-
rett County students, fol-
lowed by an expected hy-
brid model that would 
return students to an 
in-person learning situa-
tion for four days a week 

after nine weeks.
The state Department of 

Education’s re-entry mod-
el has coded the plans by 
color: red for online-on-
ly instruction, yellow for 
a hybrid of virtual and 
in-person learning, and 
green for a full return to 
face-to-face instruction.

“The Modified Red 
schedule is nearly impossi-
ble for the vast majority of 

parents, mainly working 
parents,” Amanda Mar-
ple wrote. “My husband 
and I both work full-time 
jobs that are not flexible, 
nor do they offer at home 
options for us to be home 
to ensure that our daugh-
ter is receiving the need-
ed attention and time for 
virtual learning. To top it 
all off, my daughter’s day-
care still is not permitted 
by the state to open at full 
capacity, leaving us with-
out care for her many days 
out of the week. We do not 
have family that can as-
sist, either. Unless one of 
us quits our job, we lit-
erally will not be able to 
make the fully virtual op-
tion happen in our house-
hold, and will be forced to 
unenroll her from Garrett 
County public schools.”

Michelle Richter said 
in her message that the 
schools are perfectly capa-
ble of opening on a revised 
schedule as opposed to vir-
tually.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Five new 
COVID-19 cases were re-
ported to the Garrett Coun-
ty Health Department in 
the last week, bringing the 
county’s total to 54 since 
March.

New cases have more 
than doubled in the past 
month, from 24 total as of 
July 16 to the current 54. In 
the last two weeks of July, 
new cases were reported at 
a rate of 10 or 11 per week. 
In August, Garrett Coun-
ty has seen five new cases 
weekly.

The new cases this week 
include three people with 
symptoms: a man in his 20s, 
a man in his 40s and a wom-
an in her 20s. The two men 
are isolating at home. The 
Health Department said 
the woman was a case orig-
inally reported in another 
county, but was added to 
Garrett County’s count be-
cause of her actual place of 
residence. She already has 
been released from isola-
tion.

Two people were listed by 
the Health Department as 
asymptomatic: a man in his 
50s and a woman in her 20s; 
the woman is an employee 
of the Dennett Road Man-
or nursing home. Both are 
isolating at home.

The next community 
testing opportunity in Gar-
rett County is scheduled for 
8 a.m. to noon Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, in the parking lot 
between the Health Depart-
ment and Mountain Laurel 

Medical Center at 1025 Me-
morial Drive, Oakland.

As of Wednesday, Mary-
land had a total of 97,384 
confirmed cases — a rise 
of about 5,000 in the past 
week. There have been 
3,474 deaths, and 488 peo-
ple are currently hospital-
ized for COVID-19.

There have been 1.5 mil-
lion tests performed in the 
state, with a positivity rate 
of 3.61%.

See GLORY, A7

See KESTRELS, A7

School board criticized 
for online-only return

In this image taken from 
video, Superintendent Bar-
bara Baker provides details 
on the school re-entry plan 
Tuesday to the Garrett 
County Board of Education.

See BOE, A7

Garrett’s COVID-19 
cases double in month

 Submitted graphic

There have been 54 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Gar-
rett County since March.

See CASES, A7
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