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EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County’s COVID-19 num-
bers are on the rise again, 
and the arrival of a virus 
variant may be to blame.

During the county com-
missioners’ meeting Mon-
day, Health Officer Bob 
Stephens pointed out that 
Garrett’s positivity and 
case rates were both above 
Maryland’s numbers.

“That’s the first time 
it’s been higher than the 
state’s in probably six 
weeks,” he said. “The vari-
ant has gotten to Garrett 
County.”

That version of the virus 
is B.1.1.7, known as the 
U.K. variant. It is 40 per-
cent to 80 percent more 
transmissible than the 
original virus. It was iden-
tified in December during 
a spike in cases in Great 
Britain. While it spreads 
more easily, it is believed 
that current vaccines are 

effective against the vari-
ant.

It takes about three 
weeks to get the genetic se-
quencing done to identify a 
positive case as a variant, 
Stephens said, pointing to 
Allegany County just re-
cently confirming the ex-
istence of the U.K. variant 
within its boundaries — 
but from a case identified 
three weeks ago.

Stephens urged the pub-
lic to continue getting vac-
cinated to combat the vari-
ants in their current forms.

“We’re beginning to see 
fewer people take the vac-
cine. Several months ago, 
I reported Garrett County 
was the first county to get 
50 percent of the 85-year-
olds vaccinated. We were 
also the first to pass that 
threshold for 65-year-olds. 
But we’re only at 70 per-
cent of our seniors vacci-
nated,” Stephens said.

When compared to How-
ard County, which has 85 
percent of its seniors vac-

cinated, “it really shows 
you that it’s not that peo-
ple can’t get the vaccine — 
we’re having people who 
are hesitant,” Stephens 
added.

For the first time, the 
Garrett County Health 
Department didn’t have 
all appointments filled 
for vaccination clinics be-
ing held on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Medco 
building in McHenry.

But within the next three 
weeks, Garrett Countians 
will have a lot more oppor-
tunities to get vaccinated.

Stephens said the coun-
ty is working with the state 
to have a clinic that will be 
set up for two weeks in the 
GCC Technologies park-
ing lot in the Southern In-
dustrial Park. Beginning 
Tuesday, the clinic will be 
held from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Satur-
days, with 200 doses avail-
able each day.

Rise in local cases blamed on U.K. variant

 

Garrett County Health Officer Bob Stephens says a recent spike in local COVID-19 cas-
es may be attributed to the arrival of the U.K. variant.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County’s state lawmakers 
have reported their results 
from this year’s Maryland 
General Assembly — a ses-
sion that was deemed both 
bizarre and challenging.

Delegate Wendell Be-
itzel, R-Garrett, said the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
changed 
the proce-
dures for 
so much 
of how 
the ses-
sion was 
conduct-
ed, put-
ting leg-
islators in 
front of computer screens 
instead of in committee 
rooms.

“This past 2021 session 
has been one of the most 
bizarre of any of my previ-
ous sessions,” Beitzel said. 
“It led to some technical 

difficulties, some amus-
ing times and some chal-
lenging times. It has been 
a learning experience for 
us all. However, I am op-
timistic that the 2022 ses-
sion will resume as normal 
next year.”

Sen. 
George 
Edwards, 
R-Gar-
rett, said 
he appre-
ciated re-
ceiving 
input and 
opinions 
from his 
constituents through calls 
and emails to his office 
throughout the session.

Local funding
Beitzel reported that he 

and Edwards were success-
ful in securing funds for 
several local projects this 
year:

— $200,000 in funding 
for the Friendsville Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.

— $1.1 million need-
ed to complete the Gar-
rett County athletic facili-
ty renovations at the two 
high schools. This is in ad-
dition to the $1.2 million 
received last year for the 
project.

— $2.2 million for the 
Deep Creek Lake dredging 
project near Arrowhead 
Cove.

— In Allegany Coun-
ty, $15,000 for Allegany 
County historic markers 
for cemeteries, $50,000 for 
the Civil Air Patrol Squad 
Building, $150,000 for the 
Youth Robotics Engineer-
ing Center, $750,000 for 
the Greenway Stadium 
project, and $750,000 for 
the Baltimore Street ac-
cess project, which will aid 
in improving and enhanc-
ing the downtown area to 
stimulate economic devel-
opment.

Local bills
Beitzel said this session 

saw 1,387 bills introduced, 

of which 11 were his:
— HB 631, State Lakes 

Protection and Restoration 
Fund — Purpose, Use, and 
Funding — Sunset Exten-
sion. This bill did not make 
it out of committee, but ex-
tra money for this fund was 
put in the budget. This was 
critical for maintenance at 
Deep Creek Lake.

— HB 632, Garrett 
County — Alcoholic Bev-
erages Act of 2021. This 
bill aimed to repeal re-
quirements that the Board 
of License Commissioners 
for Garrett County charge 
a one-time issuing fee for 
certain licenses. Further, 
it aimed to change the 
types of alcoholic bever-
ages that a license holder 
can purchase from a seller 
in Garrett County. The bill 
passed.

— HB 633, Gun Theft 
Felony Act of 2021. This 
act would have classified 
the theft of a firearm as a 
separate felony offense and 

established a maximum 
penalty for those convict-
ed of stealing a firearm. 
The bill did not make it 
through committee.

— HB 634, Association 
Health Coverage Plans. 
This bill would have al-
lowed a chamber of com-
merce to be counted as an 
“association” and provide 
group health insurance 
plans to its member busi-
nesses. This bill did not ad-
vance through committee.

— HB 637, Allegany 
County and Garrett Coun-
ty — Archery Hunting 
— Safety Zone. This bill 
aimed to alter the distance 
that archery hunting can 
take place near a building 
occupied by a human and 
designated as a safe zone. 
The bill reduced that dis-
tance from 100 yards to 
50 yards from a building 
deemed a “safety zone” un-
less the hunter is the own-
er of the property. The bill 
passed.

— HB 1017, Income Tax 
Credit for Venison Dona-
tion — Alterations, Exten-
sion and Testing for Chron-
ic Wasting Disease. This 
bill would increase the in-
come tax credit that can 
be claimed when donat-
ing venison. The bill also 
would require the Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es to report to the Gen-
eral Assembly on chronic 
wasting disease. The bill 
passed.

— HB 1059, Allegany 
and Garrett Counties — 
Alcoholic Beverages — Gift 
Basket Permits. This bill 
would allow for a gift bas-
ket permit to be issued to 
those whose primary busi-
ness is the sale or delivery 
of gift baskets. This permit 
also would allow the sellers 
to sell or deliver gift bas-
kets that contain alcohol, 
up to a certain limit. The 
bill passed.

State lawmakers report successes at end of session

Beitzel

Edwards

by Madison Hunt

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

BALTIMORE — Inde-
pendent music venues 
continue to struggle to 
survive financially while 
in the midst of Mary-
land’s lifted pandemic re-
strictions and vaccine ac-
cessibility.

Tecla Tesnau, owner 
of Baltimore’s indie-rock 
club Ottobar, said she 
remembers when she 
thought the pandemic 
was only going to last two 
weeks.

“It was all of a sudden — 
we just ran into this cra-
zy brick wall of COVID,” 
Tesnau said. “We effec-
tively went from a very 
successful business to 
zero business.”

The home of rock lovers 

became a ghost town, and 
the 30-member staff slow-
ly went down to eight peo-
ple as the pandemic con-
tinued, Tesnau said.

According to the Na-
tional Independent Ven-
ue Association — an or-
ganization with more 
than 3,000 independent 
live entertainment ven-
ues and promoters from 
across the country — in-
dependent music ven-
ues were the first to close 
during the pandemic, and 
they will be the last to ful-
ly reopen.

Ottobar lost 95% of its 
annual revenue, which 
is generated from ticket 
sales and concessions af-
ter the club was forced to 
shut down because of the 
pandemic, Tesnau said.

“It’s just absolute-

ly devastating to realize 
that something you’ve 
worked so hard for, you’re 
just unable to continue to 
do,” Tesnau said.

Ottobar was granted 
an award from Maryland 
and started a GoFundMe 
page in 2020 that a year 
later has generated al-
most $150,000, according 
to Tesnau.

“The city really saved 
Ottobar,” Tesnau said. 
“Because the bills don’t 
stop coming just because 
you stop business.”

On Jan. 15, Gov. Lar-
ry Hogan announced 
his plans to distribute 
$30 million in awards to 
Maryland’s entertain-
ment industry impacted 
by the pandemic, accord-
ing to the governor’s web-
site.

The awards were giv-
en to 49 for-profit or non-
profit live entertainment 
and music venues, 27 in-
dependently owned mov-
ie theaters and 16 live en-
tertainment promoters, 
the website said.

However, even with the 
state’s financial assis-
tance, most music ven-
ues were still depending 
on federal funding to get 
through the pandemic, 
venue owners said.

Audrey Fix Schaefer, 
head of communications 
for I.M.P — an indepen-
dent concert and promo-
tion company — said fed-
eral funding will be the 
only thing that will help 
independent venues from 
closing.

Maryland music venues struggle to stay afloat

Photo courtesy of Ottobar

Ottobar, a Baltimore indie-rock music venue, lost 95% 
of its annual revenue when it was shut down during the 
pandemic. See MUSIC, A9
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