
by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

KINGWOOD — A dozen people 
attended a Thursday rally in King-
wood to add their voices to the world-
wide protests against racial injustice 
in America.

Around the country and world, an-
ger over the death of George Floyd, 
a handcuffed black man who was in 
Minneapolis police custody when an 
officer kneeled on his neck for eight 
minutes, has sparked rallies that 
have ranged from peaceful protests 
to full-on rioting since late May.
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by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — Preston Coun-
ty Administrator Kathy Mace an-
nounced that starting June 22, the 
courthouse annex will be open to 
the public with no restrictions.

“There will be no screening or 
questions,” Mace said at Monday’s 
county commission meeting. “We 
are still asking people to practice 
social distancing and to wear a face 
covering for their safety as well as 
our employees.”

With that being said, the com-
mission will be working close-
ly with the Preston County 
Health Department, and should 
COVID-19 numbers increase, they 
could bring back the restrictions 
with questions and temperatures.

Commission meetings will also 

be opened up to the public with ap-
pointments being taken again, but 
for only one or two per meeting.

Mace raised the question of 
whether the Facebook livestream 
meetings should continue, and 
Commissioner Don Smith said 
they should.

“The public will still continue to 
have limited access to our meet-
ings,” Smith said. “This is a good 
service to the public, and while 
numbers have been low when we 
are broadcasting the meeting, I 
believe Biff [Armstrong] said af-
ter work the numbers increase.”

Also, with the exception of the 
two deaths, all cases of COVID-19 
in Preston County have recovered, 
health department Administrator 
V.J. Davis said.

Courthouse annex restrictions to be lifted Monday
Two weeks without new COVID-19 
cases reported in Preston County
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The Preston County Courthouse and Annex will reopen to the public on June 22 with no restrictions. 
Social distancing and masks are still being recommended.

by Theresa Marthey

STAFF WRITER

KINGWOOD — The Preston 
County Health Department’s 
administrator says he won’t 
stand in the way if school offi-
cials decide to hold a high school 
graduation this year.

The scheduled outdoor cere-
mony for June 18 was canceled 
after health department Ad-
ministrator V.J. Davis could not 
sign off on that original ceremo-
ny. At that point, no guidelines 
were in place by the governor 
for such an event.

The announcement was re-
leased June 8, and Superin-
tendent Steve Wotring said at 
the board of education meeting 
that evening that the safety of 
school staff and students was 
the primary concern of all in-
volved.

“There was the potential for 
900 people in attendance,” Da-
vis said. “From the health de-
partment standpoint, having 
900 people gather in the foot-
ball field is not a good idea. We 
could not have said yes in good 
conscience when it comes to a 
disease that is transmitted per-
son to person.”

Two days later, however, Gov. 
Jim Justice released guidelines 
for high school graduations 
that closely resembled the plan 
for Preston High School’s out-

door ceremony. Beginning June 
22, outdoor commencement ex-
ercises may take place if social 
distancing is enforced by lim-
iting the number of guests per 
pupil and the groups are far 
enough apart, strongly encour-
aging the use of face masks, for-
bidding handshakes or hugs, 
and telling anyone feeling ill to 
stay home.

Davis said he has spoken with 
Wotring and explained there 
are still risks involved with hav-
ing that many people together. 
But the health department will 

not stand in the way of hav-
ing the ceremony as long as the 
guidelines set by the state are 
followed, he said.

School administrators had 
developed a map for the bench-
es at the football field that 
would permit two guests per 
student sitting together. There 
would be six feet of space be-
tween each set along the bench-
es, and rows would be skipped 
to ensure six feet in that direc-
tion.

Health department chief won’t 
stand in way of PHS graduation
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The Preston High School football field may yet be the site of a 
graduation ceremony this year.
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KINGWOOD — The personal 
protective order filed by Terra Alta 
employee Wesley Nazelrod against 
Recorder John Trembly has been 
dismissed after Nazelrod filed for 
its withdrawal Thursday.

The reason Nazelrod gave for the 
dismissal was an “Order” issued by 
Terra Alta Mayor Bobby DeLauder 
in an attempt to prohibit Trembly 
from entering town property, except 
in specific cases.

Trembly has disputed the legiti-
macy of the mayor’s mandate.

Nazelrod filed for the protective 
order after he was charged by State 
Police with misdemeanor assault 
for a June 6 incident in which he al-
legedly shoved Trembly.

In that petition, Nazelrod claimed 
Trembly had come to his work site 
on several occasions, creating “tur-
moil, berating myself and other em-
ployees and screaming threats in my 
face, putting me in fear of receiving 
bodily injury.”

The mayor’s order was hand de-
livered by DeLauder to Trembly on 
Wednesday. It states that Trembly is 
ordered to refrain from entering any 
town building not open to the pub-
lic, and to have no contact with town 
employees during working hours.

The reason behind the order was 
described as credible information 
and direct knowledge of incidents 

occurring at the 
municipal build-
ings in Terra Alta. 
It refers to an “in-
cident in May 2020 
where you and an 
employee were in-
volved in a dis-
turbance that was 
reported to the 
mayor and later 

witnessed by the mayor.”
DeLauder also claims in his or-

der that Trembly has “also been re-
moving official documents that have 
been posted for public information.”

The buildings Trembly was told 
not to enter include the recycling 
center, town park maintenance 
shop, sewer plant and water plant.

Trembly was also ordered to re-
frain from removing official postings 
and official agendas at the town hall 
because “you are not authorized to 
do so.”

However, according to a resolu-
tion by the Terra Alta city council 
on April 21, 2009, the town record-
er is authorized to post the agendas 
for council meetings.

The order does not impede Trem-
bly’s ability to participate in town 
meetings and does not prohibit 
Trembly “from entering the town 
library, town park or town hall busi-
ness area (to pay a bill or inquire 
about utility.)”

Protective order against 
Terra Alta recorder lifted

 

Terra Alta employee Wesley Nazelrod is shown in a video taken May 6 by 
town Recorder John Trembly. Nazelrod has withdrawn his protective order 
against Trembly in Preston County Magistrate Court.

Trembly
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Racial justice rally held in Kingwood
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The Rev. Andy Sweitzer, right, leads a rally for racial justice 
Thursday in front of a statue of St. Sebastian in Kingwood.See RALLY, A3


