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Grantsville business leaders 
hear about the importance 
of the 2020 Census.
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GARRETT COUNTY

The Southern grapplers 
have the top spot in the 1A 
West regional duals.
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SPORTS

The 22nd annual Deep 
Creek Dunk is scheduled 
for Feb. 22.
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DEATHS

GOWER, Roger M., 76, 
Oakland.

KLOTZ, Douglas E., 64, 
Friendsville.

MARGROFF, Tina R., 
51, Grantsville.

MAUST, Miriam I., 79, 
Grantsville.

RODEHEAVER, Betty 
J., 87, Baltimore.

From Staff Reports

CUMBERLAND — West-
ern Maryland Health System 
officially has become UPMC 
Western Maryland, merging 
into the UPMC hospital net-
work to ensure patient care 
for communities in the region.

“We are extremely pleased 
that our health system has 
joined one of the nation’s larg-
est and most successful inte-
grated health-care providers 
and insurers,” said Barry P. 
Ronan, WMHS president and 
chief executive officer. “Be-
coming part of UPMC will 
allow us to further enhance 

health-care 
s e r v i c e s , 
l e v e r a g e 
U P M C ’ s 
innovation 
and clinical 
e x p e r t i s e , 
a d v a n c e 
quality ini-
tiatives and 
continue our 
longstanding commitment 
to provide superior, com-
passionate care to patients 
throughout our tri-state ser-
vice region.”

UPMC Western Maryland 
operates the Advanced Lake-
side Medical Care urgent care 
facility in McHenry, as well 
as Grantsville Lab Services.

“The integration of West-
ern Maryland Health System 
and University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center will provide 

more resources for Allegany 
and Garrett counties and 
the surrounding region,” 
Gov. Larry Hogan said. “As 
a leader in value-based care 
delivery, this partnership will 
strengthen Western Mary-
land Health System’s rep-
utation as a destination for 
high-quality health care.”

In 2018, WMHS and UPMC 
joined together in a clinical 
affiliation to work coopera-
tively to enhance health-care 
services and to strengthen 
the delivery of quality care, 
transform care delivery and 
reduce the total cost of pro-
viding care in the community.

In March 2019, the boards 
of directors of both WMHS 
and UPMC signed a non-bind-
ing letter of intent to negoti-
ate an affiliation agreement. 
Following a nine-month 

regulatory review and due 
diligence process by WMHS 
and UPMC, the boards co-
signed a binding integration 
and affiliation agreement on 

Jan. 15 to set Feb. 1 as the 
target date for finalizing the 
affiliation.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

ACCIDENT — The annual 
town convention was held in 
Accident on Tuesday evening 
to accept nominations for two 
council seats.

Becky Collins served as 
the convention chairwoman. 
Council terms are up for the 
seats of Amy Hook and Brenda 
Shields. Each was nominated 
for re-election. Brian King was 
also nominated for the council 
ballot.

The election will take place 
from 4-8 p.m. Tuesday, March 
3, at the town hall.

Council members must re-
side within town limits for at 
least one year and must be reg-
istered voters.

In order to vote, a resident 
must be a registered voter at 
least 30 days prior to the elec-
tion and also must reside with-
in town limits for at least 30 
days prior to the election.

Residents who are registered 
to vote through the county are 
also registered in the town. 
Those who are not registered 

through the county must reg-
ister in Accident prior to the 
election.

During the regular town 
council meeting that followed 
the convention:

• Deputy Tyler Roth of the 
Garrett County Sheriff’s Office 
reported on the statistics for 
the month of January.

There were 16 town pa-
trol hours, one sex offender 

state-funded grant, three 
school bus grant hours, ALICE 
training at the school, one child 
abuse case opened by the inves-
tigations division, one fraud 
case that was also handled by 
investigations and one destruc-
tion of property on Accident 
Bittinger Road involving a ve-
hicle running through a fence.

by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Mem-
bers of Oakland Town 
Council gave their bless-
ing Monday for a group of 
bicyclists to raise money to 
develop a system of moun-
tain bike trails at Broad-
ford Park.

Aaron Hordubay, repre-
senting the Garrett Coun-
ty Composite Mountain 
Biking Team, presented a 
conceptual design of trail 
routes that would span 
the length and width of 
the park with paths for 
different difficulty levels.

The group last year sug-
gested development of the 
trail system to fill a gap, 
as some parks provide 
smooth, paved trails while 
others have technical, “ag-
gressive” paths.

“We’re missing the 
in-between” with paths 
that can provide a moun-
tain-biking experience 
on clear trails within the 

safe confines of Broadford, 
Hordubay said.

The initial site plan was 
prepared by Appalachian 
Dirt of Davis, W.Va., with a 
price estimate of $152,000 
to develop about three 
miles of paths around the 
park. If that money can’t 
be raised quickly enough, 
an alternative of $59,000 
for a one-mile riding area 
also was discussed. If the 
public is solidly behind the 
fundraising effort, Hor-
dubay also suggested the 
addition of technical chal-
lenge areas, rock trails and 
bike parks.

While his focus is on cy-
cling, Hordubay said the 
proposed trail system could 
be used by walkers, run-
ners, hikers, birdwatchers 
— even for cross-country 
skiing. The trails would 
be general-purpose “si-
lent” paths upon which 
motorized vehicles would 
be prohibited.

by Renée Shreve

STAFF WRITER

ANNAPOLIS — Four bills 
s p o n s o r e d 
primarily by 
Del. Wendell 
Beitzel (Dist. 
1A) are cur-
rently being 
reviewed by 
House com-
mittees in 
the Mary-
land General 
Assembly.

“The deadline is approach-
ing to submit bills, so many 
legislators are hurrying to fix 
kinks in their own bill drafts 
and get co-sponsor support 
from other legislators,” Beit-
zel wrote in his latest newslet-

ter from Annapolis.
As of Wednesday, just one 

committee had scheduled a 
hearing for one of Beitzel’s 
bills. The Ways and Means 
Committee will hold a public 
hearing for HB0787 — Garrett 
County — Overdue Property 
Tax — Interest Rate on Feb. 
18 at 1 p.m.

Requested by the Garrett 
County commissioners, the 
proposed legislation would 
enable the commissioners to 
increase the interest rate for 
overdue property taxes from 
the current 1 percent to 1.5 
percent.

If approved by the General 
Assembly, the legislation would 
take effect July 1.

From Staff Reports

OAKLAND — Local resi-
dents will have the opportu-
nity to share their old photo-
graphs in a pictorial history 
book of Garrett County that 
will be published by The Gar-
rett County Republican.

The book, planned for 
release by Christmas, will 
be a library-quality, hard-
bound edition that features 
96 letter-sized pages of old 
photos and text depicting 

local history.
All the photos will be select-

ed by Aug. 17, but everyone 
is encouraged to start looking 
through their photo albums 
now and bring in any photos 
of historic interest as soon as 
possible.

Use will depend upon qual-
ity, originality and available 
space. The photos will be re-
turned once the book is pub-
lished.

Western Maryland Health System joins UPMC
Affiliation will be 
known as  UPMC 
Western Maryland

Staff photo by Brenda Ruggiero

UPMC Western Maryland operates the Advanced Lakeside 
Medical Care urgent care facility in McHenry.

Ronan

Del. Wendell Beitzel 
introduces bills in 
General Assembly

Beitzel

Old photos needed 
for ‘Pictorial History 
of Garrett County’
The Garrett County Republican 
is publishing hard-bound book

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

To be published by the Garrett County Republican, “A Pictorial 
History of Garrett County, Maryland” will feature locally submit-
ted photographs and information.

Council nominations received 
during Accident’s convention

Staff photo by Brenda Ruggiero

Accident Mayor Richard Carlson speaks about the progress of 
the wastewater treatment plant.

Fundraising OK’d for planned bike 
trails project at Broadford Park

Staff photo by Joseph Hauger

Up to three miles of mountain bike trails 
could be created at Broadford Park for an 
estimated cost of $152,000.
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