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by Joseph Hauger

EDITOR

OAKLAND — Maryland 
Deputy Transportation 
Secretary Sean Powell met 
with Garrett County offi-
cials Friday to discuss the 
draft 2021-26 Consolidated 
Transportation Program, 
which details the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
six-year capital budget.

The meeting was held vir-
tually because of pandemic 
concerns, but priorities for 
the county have been pre-
sented to the state.

“The county appreci-
ates the progress on the 
U.S. 219 North reconstruc-
tion/realignment project,” 
county commission Chair-
man Paul Edwards said in 
a letter outlining the coun-

ty’s priorities. “We request 
that you continue on to the 
next phase of the project by 
acquiring needed rights of 
way in anticipation of con-
tinuing the construction 
to the Pennsylvania line 
when the state of Pennsyl-
vania is ready to do so.

“Our transportation vi-

sion is to link municipal 
revitalization to pedestri-
an and biking opportuni-
ties through an enhanced 
transportation system 
thereby stimulating eco-
nomic development, in-
creasing alternative 
transportation options, 
encouraging healthy life-

styles, decreasing traffic 
pollution and highlight-
ing the region’s natural 
resources.”

The U.S. 219 project is 
the only one listed in the 
over-$5 million category.

A larger list of desired 
transportation projects 
under $5 million includes:

— Planning Priority #1: 
Truck corridor feasibility.

— Study Safety Priority 
#1: Crosswalk on U.S. 40 
at Penn Alps to the Cassel-
man River.

— System Preservation 
Priority #1: Stormwater 
drain repair of U.S. 219 at 
Burger King in Oakland

— Sidewalk/Streets-
cape Priority #1: Oakland 
streetscape project

— Trail and Pedestri-
an Priority #1: Pedestri-
an crossing at the corner 
of U.S. 219 and Mosser 
Road; McHenry Trail Sys-
tem — Phases I, II and III

• Transit Priority #1: 
Transit service expansion

The meeting was part 
of MDOT’s annual tour 
of 23 Maryland counties 

and Baltimore City to up-
date local officials and the 
public on the Hogan ad-
ministration’s $13.4 bil-
lion investment over the 
next six years in transit, 
highways, the Motor Ve-
hicle Administration, Hel-
en Delich Bentley Port of 
Baltimore and Baltimore/
Washington Internation-
al Thurgood Marshall Air-
port.

“This $13.4 billion bud-
get is focused on preserving 
our critical infrastructure 
and essential connections, 
continuing all active con-
struction, planning for fu-
ture projects and being a 
part of our economic re-
covery,” Secretary Grego-
ry Slater said.

MDOT discusses Garrett County road priorities
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Earthwork is done at the site of the U.S. 219 project.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Congressman 
David Trone, the Democratic can-
didate running 
for re-election 
to Maryland’s 
Sixth District, 
took time this 
week to speak 
in a telephone 
interview about 
some of the is-
sues he feels are 
relevant to vot-
ers in Garrett County.

“As you know, we kicked off our 
campaign, which was complete-
ly unusual and probably unprec-
edented, in Oakland in Garrett 
County to try and be clear that we 
were going to be focused on West-
ern Maryland and the concerns in 
Western Maryland and be respon-
sive to those concerns,” he said. 
“Since that time, we tried to con-
tinue that. On Election Day two 
years ago, I started the day in Gar-

rett County, and this year on Nov. 
3, I’ll be back in Garrett County to 
kick off Election Day again.”

Trone is facing a challenge from 
Neal Parrott, a Republican dele-
gate who represents State District 
2A.

Trone said a lot of people told 
him during the campaign that 
Western Maryland feels left out, 
and he thinks that is true. During 
his first term, Trone put in four of-
fices, including one in Cumberland 
to serve both Allegany and Garrett 
counties. The other offices are in 
Hagerstown, Frederick and Gaith-
ersburg.

“This is the first time anyone’s 
ever had one as far west as Cum-
berland, which makes it very easy 
for folks in Garrett and Allega-
ny to get good constituent ser-
vices,” Trone said. “We’ve had 
over 65,000 — that’s unbelievable 
— outreaches to us from our con-
stituents.”

Trone also spoke about the econ-
omy, stating that his office has 
helped almost 3,000 constituents 

with their unemployment bene-
fits.

“A lot of times the state repre-
sentatives were stymied, so we 
stepped in,” he said. “That’s re-
ally been an important effort, and 
we worked with a lot of business-
es all over Western Maryland with 
the Patriot Protection Program, 
which has helped secure loans and 
grants from the federal govern-
ment as part of the Heroes Act be-

cause of COVID — over $450 mil-
lion for our district alone.”

Trone said he feels this comes 
from his background.

“I’m a businessman, period,” he 
said. “That gives a perspective, I 
think. It gives me a lot in common 
with what we need out of govern-
ment, which is more of a business 
approach. It’s unique that … I’m 
the only Democrat in Maryland 
endorsed by the Farm Bureau and 

the only Democrat in Maryland 
endorsed by the Chamber of Com-
merce. I think the business back-
ground has really served me well 
in helping the constituents in the 
Sixth District as we moved for-
ward the first two years of our time 
in Congress.”

Trone said he wants to continue 
to work on bipartisanship, which 
he feels defines people in business.

“We all are bipartisan in busi-
ness,” he said. “It defines what I 
do, and only by being bipartisan 
can we move people forward. Bi-
partisan is really a business ap-
proach.”

Trone said he plans to keep fo-
cusing on the addiction problems 
that beset Western Maryland 
and particularly meth in Garrett 
County. He put together a bipar-
tisan team of freshman congress-
men and congresswomen that in-
troduced over 50 bills in hopes of 
ending the mental health crisis 
and the opioid crisis.

by Brenda Ruggiero 

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — Terry 
Helbig was named Hon-
orary Golden Ambassador 
during the virtual kick-off 
event for the 53rd annu-
al Autumn Glory Festival 
on Oct. 7.

The designation was 
made by the Garrett 
County Chamber of Com-
merce. The ambassadors 
have been named since 
1985, chosen for their sig-
nificant contributions to 
tourism in Garrett Coun-
ty. The ambassador is se-
lected by a committee of 
former Golden Ambassa-
dor winners.

Patty Manown-Mash 
introduced Helbig during 
the event and made the 
announcement.

“Our honoree was born 
and raised in Garrett 
County and owns a small 
business located in Oak-
land,” Manown-Mash 
said. “He has a keen in-
terest in the local history 

and a desire to share that 
history with residents 
and visitors.”

Helbig worked with the 
town of Oakland over the 
course of several years to 
turn the town’s 1884 rail-
road station into a muse-
um. Since the creation of 
the Oakland B&O Muse-
um, Helbig has directed 
its remodeling and helped 
to create its exhibits.

The museum now fea-
tures local artifacts cel-
ebrating Garrett County 
history, hosts rotating ex-
hibits and showcases arti-
facts from the B&O Muse-
um in Baltimore.

“In addition to host-
ing visitors to the muse-
um, he has also recently 
worked to obtain funding 
for the purchase and res-
toration of a steam loco-
motive for display at the 
museum,” Manown-Mash  
said. “It’s now a very pop-
ular addition.”

Helbig was described 
as a “staunch supporter 
of Oakland.” He current-
ly serves as a board mem-
ber of the Garrett Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
has been an active mem-
ber for over 25 years of 
the Oakland-Mountain 
Lake Park Lions Club.

He is a charter member 
of BPO Elks and chair-
man of the Oakland B&O 
Museum.

Congressman Trone discusses key issues for his district

Trone Submitted photo

Congressman David Trone speaks in Allegany County in September.

Helbig named as Autumn 
Glory Golden Ambassador

In this image taken from 
video, Golden Ambassa-
dor Terry Helbig speaks to 
virtual guests.
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EDITOR

OAKLAND — Garrett 
County Public Schools re-
mains on track to have re-
maining students back in 
the classrooms on Nov. 9, 
but the number of days 
they’ll be physically pres-
ent is still an issue.

Superintendent Barba-
ra Baker said at Tuesday’s 
board of education meet-
ing that she has been re-
ceiving questions from par-
ents about moving to full 
school days on four or five 
days per week.

Currently, most stu-
dents who have been re-
turning to the classrooms 
have been separated into 
groups, with some in a 
grade attending Mondays 
and Tuesdays, and the oth-
er half attending on Thurs-
days and Fridays.

While Gov. Larry Hogan 
has allowed schools to be-
gin reopening, space lim-
itations in some of Garrett 
County’s schools prevent 
students from remaining 

six feet apart at all times, 
Baker said.

“I would love to get to 
four or five days, but we 
can’t get there just yet,” 
she said.

Some children are in 
class on all four of the 
available days, but the su-
perintendent pointed out 
that these are students 
who have been there since 
the start of the school year 

for special needs to be ad-
dressed.

When the year began un-
der the “modified red” sta-
tus — distance learning for 
the vast majority of stu-
dents — about 10 percent 
of students were consid-
ered to be the most at-risk, 
and they were to attend in 
person. Their four-day, in-
class schedule has contin-
ued because educators felt 
it was best not to digress, 
Baker said.

“We have had some peo-
ple say they don’t feel 
that’s equitable, but equi-
table doesn’t necessarily 
mean the same for every-
body,” Baker said. “We un-
derstand it is different, but 
since these are our most-
needy students … and were 
coming four days per week, 
we stayed with that.”

Students have been 
brought back in a system-
atic fashion — and at an 
accelerated pace — that 
keeps safety in mind, she 
said.

Superintendent: Space in schools 
limits expansion of in-class days

In this image taken from 
video, Garrett County 
Health Officer Bob Ste-
phens addresses the 
Garrett County Board of 
Education on Tuesday.
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